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3 The ſpeciall matters contained 


in this Treatiſe, placed orderly in 
ſuch wiſe as the Inquiſitours proceed 
| in their Court. 
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Reader. 

Here is no nature (gentle 
Reader) that beholding on 2 
ſtage an old T ic, wherei 


be repreſented the miſeries of 
any one man, or the ruine and 
deſolation of a whole countrie, 
will not accompany the out- 
ward motions of the players, with ſome inward 
affeion, yea, ſometimes with teares and vehement 
compaſhon. Which if we doe ind play, vhereof the 
matter is many times but inuented, and howſocuer 
it be true, yet happened in Countries farre off and 
long agoe, the parties neither touching vs in kin- 
dred, nor the matter in example: ſurely the dange- 
rous practices and moſt horrible executions of the 
Spaniſh Inquiſition, declared in this booke, which 
now is brought with fire and ſword into the low 
Countries, the ſodaine impriſonment of honeſk 
men without proceſſe of law, the pitifull wandring 
inexile and pouertic of perſonages ſomtime rich 
and wealthy, the wiues hanging on their husbands 

A 3 ſhoulders, 
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ſhoulders, and the poore baniſhed infants on the - 
morhers breſts,the monſtrous racking of men with- 
outorder of law, the villanous and ſhameleſſe ror- 
ingot naked women beyond all humanitie, 
their miſcrable death without pitty or mercy, the 
moſt reprochtull triumphing of the popith Syna- 
gogue ouer Chriſtians, as over Painimes aod Eth- 
nicks, the conquering ot ſubiects as though they 
were enemies, the vnſatiable ſpoyling of mens 
yu to fill the fide paunches of ambitious idle 
auclings, the lender quarrels picked againſt king- 
domes and nations, and all this oncly to hoiſe vp a 
pild polling prieſt aboue all power and authoritie 
that is on carth : theſe things ought ſurcly much 
more to moue vs to compalsion: Being no ſtage- 
play, but a matter fit for any Poet to make a Trage - 
die ot hereaſter, either for that it will bee an argu- 
ment moſt lamentable, or moſt incredible to them 
which ſhall not haue ſeene it; The perſons which 
ſuffer being our neighbours by their habitation and 
e, our acquaintance by entercourſe, 
by long acquaintance, of the ſame 
houſhold of faith, and our very brethren in Chriſt. 
And if we weepe when we ſee cruelties ſet forth in 
becauſethe like cither hath happened to vs 
or hereafter may betide vs, then have 
we not ouely good cauſe in theſe calamities of our 
bret hren to bewaile thgt which happened to 

em, but alſo to feare what will follow vpon vs. 
For if we, that not many yeares ſince felt but a taſte 
of this Iron whippe, and fince haue enioyed — 
ä neſſe 
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neſſe and leiſure to ſerue God, thinke our ſelues ſure 
and the ſtorme paſſed, and that wee be but hearers 
and ſeert, and haue no parts in this Tragedie, be- 
ſides that we are vncharitable in fo lightly eſtee- 
ming the griefes of others, we doe alſo footiſhly and 
dangerouſly abuſe our ſelues. For who is ſo igno- 
rant of the holy Complot and Conſpiracie agreed 
on by the Pope and his Champions for the executi- 
on of the Councell of Trent, ind the generall eſta- 
bliſhing of this > 9wiſition ? Behold the attempts in 
Scotland, the proceedings in France, the executi- 
ons in Flaunders, aud if we Engliſhmen haue one 
of the laſt parts, let vs bee ſure, as in Tragedies the 
laſt parts and Actes be moſt dolefull, fo wee neuer 
knew yet what perſecution meant in compariſon, to 
that is meant and threatned vs now. If the Diuels 
holineſſe, and his lieutenant generall, the Popes 
maieſtie, were à little moned then, they bee now 
(doubt ye not) enraged, and tranſubſtantiate into 
furour and horne woodneſſe, to fee their reuenues 
decay, their Monaſteries and Synagogues defaced, 
their villanies detected, their noble champions ſlain. 

And therefore you muſt ſer before your eyes the 
Dizell in perſon, and the Pope his chaplaine and Con- 
feſſoar, gotten vp into the top of ſome high moun- 
taine, and from thence ſhewing the ki of 

the earth ro ſuch Princes as will themſelues fall 

— downeand worſhip, and thereto drivethe world. 
Whichis ſo farre off from any figuratiue ſpeech, as 

itis knowne to be the very Platformeand dati- 

on ol all theſe broyles and troubles, Be not "= 
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(good Reader) vnderſtand the world, theſe men 
ſeeke no religion. For how can they ſecke Religion, 
that thinke is no God? They ſeele the ho- 
nour and wealth of the world. If the Goſpell would 
allow ambition, plcaſure, profice, the Pope would 
haue long ſince beene a proteſtant. If Popery had al- 
lowed preaching of the truth, reformation of life, 
e: Popery had beene eſteemed [ as it is) Here- 
and ſo perſecuted. But the Pope would bee 
thought moſt holy, and be indeed moſt mightie; the 
world is falne from him: he hath ſpent all: nought 
comes in to ſupply ʒ he hath a great ſort to enter- 

taine, a great ſort to reward, a great 
ſtate to maintaine. Trow yee theſe things will bee 
raiſed of the ſpoile of poore Proteſtants * Nay, be 
thou ſure of it, Pi or Proteſtant, if thou be rich, 
and haſt any fleece, ir will beall one. Thy land will 
vndoe thee : thy goods will condemne thee. Euen 
as the good Citizen of Rome, 2. Aurelius in Scyllas 
time, that was neither of the one fide nor the other, 
burlamentcd the ſpoile and miſery of his countrie, 
when as he came into the market place, and heard 
his name read among them that were proſcribed to 
death, cryed out, O wnhappy man that I am : my houſe 
at Alba is the cauſe of my death, and by and by was 
openly ſlaine. If euer there were time like to Sc, 
it is now in our dayes, in which h nced, and 
vnſatiable couetouſneſſe armed with erueltie will 
ſpare nothing. The ſeruant will betray his maſter: 
friend his friend and acquaintance : the brother 
hall murther his brother. As in the ſame time 
L. Catilina, 
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L.Catilina, he that after would haue ſet fire on the 
Citie, ſlew his owne brother, and after prayed Scylla 
that hee might bee proſcribed. The which being 
granted him, he recompenced with killing another, 
M.Marius one of the contrary faction, and bringing 
his head, the blood running along his armes, pre- 
ſented it in the market place to Scylla, and ranne to 
the holy water-pot of Apolios temple which was 
hard by, to waſh his hands, a very fit vic of ſuch ho- 
ly water, The which ſtorie I the rather recite, ſpa- 
ring an infinite ſort of our times, becauſe yee may 
erſtand by the way, that Idols and holy water bee 
ancient things, ſuch as were before Chriſts com- 
ming, and will be continued by his enemies till he 
come againe, and that knowing the Papiſts religion 
to be no better then thoſe heatheniſh peoples was, 
their coucrouſneſle greater, their need more, their 
cruclty farre paſsing not onely all preſent example, 
but alſo all written hiſtory, you may daily looke for 
worſe then Scillu time if they overcome: hauing on 
the other ſide no fierce or cruell Aarius to withſtand 
them, nor to quatell with them for the gouernment;, 
but a poore flock of filly ſheepe behinde their ſhep- 
heard affraid of the wolues, halfe yeelding, halfe de- 
fending their liues: and on their ſides thouſmds of 
deſperate Catilines, that to repaire their decayed 
ſtates, will not ſpare ncither to kill their owne bre- 
thren, nor to fire their countrie: and hauing at all 
times, but ſpecially now ſuch a Scilla, vnder whoſe 
banner they fight, as the old Scilla may in reſpect of 
this, be both forgiuen and forgetten. Take _—_— 
B ue 
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haue now to our holy Father a Frier, no ſecular 
prieſt, but a regular Hclhound, who though he think 
it no —y to be cquall in pompe with his prede- 
ceſſours, and in malice with the divell his father: yet 
bath he vouchlafed to take vpon him the ſhape of 
a man, and gocth { they ſay) on foot, and maketh-his 
tenants the ſtewes keepe-in like good huſwiues, 
which is no ſinall reformation,and doth good deeds 
at home, and worketh wonders(forſooth) whiles he 
vndocthall abroad, and opencth ſuch a gap for the 
great Seigneur the Tarke, as never was yet made, 
But what will not theſe fellow esdo to revenge their 
fall: and what ought not we rather to endure, then 
to admit theſe ſpirituall tyrants £5 who would not ra- 
ther be conquered of a mightie Prince and honou- 
rable (in compariſon ) then of a villaine bankrupt 
pricſt ? who hath for theſe eight or nine hundred 
yeares occupied the whole world of credite; and 
now he ſhould come to accompt, killeth his credi- 
tours. A miſcrable choice, but yet a ready choice. 
For the Turte contemteth himſelfe with honour and 
tribute, permitting religion. The Pope, no honour 
will ſatisfic him, no riches ſuffice him, no blood aſ- 
ſwage him: neither the death of the living, nor the 
ſoules of the dead, will content him. Whoſe very 
name ſhould not be ſpoken of without Sarreucrence 
and great contempr, for the baſeneſſe and vileneſſe 
of his counterfeit ſtate, were hee not ſo iuſtly to be. 
hated and abhorred as the great abuſer and very vn. 
doubted Antichriſt of the world, and ſworne ene- 
my of God and man. The cruell and tyrannicall 
outrages 
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outrages of whoſe Inquiſitours founded and eſta- 
bliſhed by the Diuell and this Antichriſt, if we con- 
ferre with the milde proceedings and diſcipline of 
Commiſsioneis appointed by God and his Anoin- 
ted, we ſhall thereby ſee cuidently by the heauenly 
iudgement and ſentence of wiſe Sa/omon, to which 
mother the liue childe appertaineth : To the Ro- 
miſh whore.who (in deſpite that ſhe cannot poſſt ſſe 
the poore infants that belong not to her, to ſmother 
them flceping with the huge and filthy body of her 
traditions and ceremonies ) ſecketh by all meancs 
poſsible to divide and mangle them: or to the natu- 
rall and pitifull mother the true Church of the 
faithfull, whoſe fathers and miniſters (knowing of 
whoſe ſpirit they are) ſeeke with all gentleneſſe ro 
call home the loſt ones, and warchfully to nouriſh 
them. Whoſe prince imitating the peaccable rai 
of Salomon, hath not ſo much as executed the falſe 
Prophets, not killed the wolues, not deſtroyed the 
foxes. Onely they are tyed vp ſhort, which though 

it bee no ſuch ſuretie for the little ones as world! 

wiſdome doth require, and neceſsitie long ſince hat 
eried out for, yet is it to them no ſmall griefe to ſee 
the Lambes feed before their eyes, and the pooreſt 
ſhepheards leaſt whelpe baying at them: whileſt 
they in the middeſt of their glutrony and drunken- 
e, houle for hunger of their brethrens fleſh, and 
thirſtineſſ of their blood, and pine for very enuie of 
the proceeding of Gods word. If thepoore igno- 
rant people will bur compare the impriſonmen's of 
the perſccuted Proteſtants,with the reſtraints of the 
B 2 bridled 
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bridled Papiſts, their famine with theſe mens fat- 
neſſe, their tongues fettered with Iron torm 
with the libertic of railing,that our men haue an 
vſe, ſeditiouſly againſt their Prince, & blaſphemouſ- 
ly againſt God, their moſt miſerable and ſtrange 
kindes of deathes, with our mens liuing and liking, 
they ſhall eaſily know the tree & the perſons by the 
fruit. Wherefore( Reader) hauing ſo cuident 
markes of their woluiſh and rauening natures,and ſo 
notice of their bloody conſpiracie, & lo way- 
ing the very true cauſe of all theſe troubles and wars 
that be in Chriſtendome, and thereto conferring the 
ent executions & ſlaughters, euen in our neigh- 
urs houſe, the fire whereof may ſoone imbrace 
our owne, let vs be ſtirred vpto pray for their deli- 
uerance, and that it would pleaſe God, to tume from 
vs the ſame iuſtly deſerued plague for our vnthank- 
fulneſſe. Let vs be ſtrong in faith, and couragious in 
deed, to repell theſe common enemies from our 
countrie whenſocuer they ſhall offer that they haue 
ſo long determined. And if in this tranſlation, rhere 
ſhall happen to be ſome faults, pardon them till the 
next impreſsion for the meaning of the tranſlitour 
was onely to make thee ſpeedily vnderſtand of ſo 
great ind ſo imminent a perill : beſides, that thou 
mighreſt vſe this booke as ataſte in the meane ſpace, 
whiles the booke of Martyres be reprinted, wherein 
there isa * 1 and notable Hiſtory of the 
bke matter and argument. _ 
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% great 4 burly-brrly of cl diſſenſions, 
ALY where ſo many people and nations bend 


* WA force ag uni tbem owne companions aud 


f] [ellow-citizens, and furionſly ruſh their 

\ ſwords and weapon; into the very bowels of 
. (ber owne natwrall comntrie, and for none 
ber cauſe in very deed but for the Inquie 
ſition, it would make a wiſe man dowbt in 
this caſe whether of them were adde. the one ſide, which main. 
tune the Inquiſition, as a thing moſt holy and wholeſome for the 
Common-wealth;or the ather, which ſeche not to anode any god- 
ly Inqmiſition and reformation of religion, but to defend = 
clues like men worthy of liberty wherein they were borne and 
bred, from a ſtrange, unworthy, and mtolerable ſlavery, For 
though they be both alike ready armed, yet differmg aſmuch in 
their opmuons and indgements , as they doc in their mundes and af 
fettions, it canmot be that right and equitie hand hre on both 
parts: ſo that, if the ane bane ingly taken weapons band, the o- 
ther (no doubt ) bawe done it ly. And te paſſe over the great 
number of inferiaur eſtates, it 1s not likely that the — 
raignes of the world, who are perſwaded that — by all 
meanes poſſible to mn unt. ame 7 defence 
2 Sa co renwed from yeare 
| 3 to 
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\ wor maunt ainmy it as & thing newly demiſe, or without _ 


certaine original, but as ther, which 
conntenance of antiquitie, 2 thew « the 
power of man beene eiteemed here among men as 4 thing. 
25 theſe glorious tt es, there be alſo therewnto annexed other 
ar commed:tres; to wit, 4 endewour to remone the 
—2 b. grow fel. the Icwiſb and H ahameric all 
— ariſe, beſides the renenues of the Exche- 
quer — — — ne ene 
Ak mow prmate perſons, which though they 
wn worldly reſpett, yet are they mor ly to — —, 
in this canſe. dt Ce. owne ſaying, and 
natwrallreaſon, a mancannot haue a more * 
RE — 2 
ng mug 


the fruit 
3 eſſe then hard and df 
foiewlt to dee, ob ſerus — + ſince the miſchiefe u now 
—— — to be —_—— that 
t tre not to call t — „ at haze bi. 
moſt holy and ſacred, Naw tr aqui be a good tree, 
or as they deligbt to term it a Holy — fs Þ will be 
content to ſbew the fruits openty, 7 bolineſſe 
whereof. i may without frand or enuic be eſteemed how good or 
holy — — ſelſe is. For light loueth the 2 that 
deulet wprrghtly a ug to come into the light, in de- 
Tee. ,that bu dame in 
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rite, brulleth mens tengas, —— 2 7 Lon with forced N. 
lence, left that the Abt ſhould diſconer them, and (bew them to 
be reprouedble. Wherefore im all Chrijtendome wow behold theſe 


frites 


The Preface. 


fraiter of the Holy Inquiſition : which being otherwiſe very 
plentiful, by the onely meanes of Gods goodneſſe, wee hane here 
and there plucked for a (a) and taile — and by theſe let 
them indge ( as eaſily they my ) whether this Hely Tree be wor- 
thy to land ſtill, or to be turned vp ſide downe. For herein reiteth 
all and ſome concerning theſe matters; whether the reports that 
I jhallmake in this Treatiſe of the Holy Inquitition je true or 
no. Secondarily, how I came to the knowledge thereof, for no man 
wall doubt but that this tre: doth worthily deſcrue to bee bewed 
downe, if there —_ oofe that it buddeth forth ſuch pe- 
Hulent bloſſomes, = like frunes as theſe be. Againe, nt 
were 4 dangerons and inconwentent matter, if we hereticher that 
deteſt the Inquiſition as a ſbarpe nat plague of God, and 
therefore wort hy to be helden 2 bane any credite 
vs berein. Wherefore | bane thought it a thing worthy the 
tranaile, to ſhw the brieſeſt and moſt certaine way, whereby the 
truth thereof might without any great trouble be wnderſtoed. 
That is to ſay, the Kin 7 office it is ſpecially to ſee to the 
hs — : 2 — —— . ald firit bee 
be to — ir Fee bt of bus abſolute authoritie, 
and of dutie ought 18 callthe holy , of Inquilition to ac- 
s, and that us /awes or decrees of iber making, no Priwi- 
ledges, no Bulls, no Pardons or nſations, 2 A, no Oath 
ongbt to let or binder bim from the of bus dauie berein. Se- 
condarily, if io Cn ſachs ſpec tall Commuſſ;on to 
examine the Inqui would ſechs meme to be enformed of 
ſuch matters — — — and good conſciences, who cal- 
ling vnto them others, ſuch [om thought to 2 the moi} 
—— beſt experience — matters, learne out 4 
truth, as the beſt cuitome im all other court: —_— con/iſtories 4: 
they call them. For the which purpoſes theſe that ener preſently 
are, or haue beene heretofore — m the Inguiſucurs priſon, 
were firſt to bee ſent for and examined but wnbridicd m any 
caſe, — worſe then Iron butes taken from their tongues, 
with the the laquilition bath hitherto kept ber — 
cloſes 
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; g them the vitering of any thing by any 
mauer, that they either knew, or ſaw, or bad experience of 
themſe/ncs touctumg the Holy Inquilition, or their whole 
manner — anal them in Court or otherwiſe : 
but that they ſhould rather repute th-mſelues as dead per ons for 
for that time concerning the know! or ſenſe of any ſuch 
matters. «And as though their oath ( forſooth ) were not a mat 
ter of force enough, they annexe thereunto terrible threatnings. 
By meanes whereof allthe trickes of the Inquiſition haue bur her- 
to beene ſecret and hidden, and —— to and fro, 
with acloake and ſhadow of 4 zeale of godlmeſſe, and yet not ſo 
0bſcurely or ſecretly, but that the whole world ( thong h confuſed!y 
and a4 it were 4 frre off )bath at the length eſpied and found out 


And this * cauſe that maketh all men lerpe 
their tongues, leaſt it might bee their happes likewiſe to haue 
experience thereof in themſelues. This brid/e I ſay muyt firſt 
bee remoucd amd taken away from them of whome theſe queſt1- 
one ſhould be arkod, and bbertie muſt be ginen to ſpeaks boldly 
and withour danger, if a man would bane theſe ſecrecies come to 
light, — Noone kept cloſe ſo long, to the great decay and 
binderance of the Common wealth, Wherefore if ſmall credite 

inen to vin in this — * —_ 
4s it were a partie, and therefore to 7 ö 
— — — — 1 
ly to diligent and orderly triall, there 1s no = why ary ſhould 
thinke better or worſe of it for vs, but indge of it indiſferently by 


it ſelfe as it is. 


Moreoner it is as greatly pertinent to our parpoſe to ſhew how 
nance thr pies owe: Wherein albert we take God to 
record and our conſcience, that all this is true, yet notwith- 
ſtanding wee crane no ſuch credite to be aided thereby : neither 
ſhall any have iuſt cauſe to lay that to or charge, that we bas 
gone from the triall of , and vſed this as A ſhift, > 

wt 


The Preface. 


But to paſſe the Kings treaſuris, and the enriching of other 
prinate perſons , howſoexer they came by their wealth, becauſe 
wee would not bee thought to ennie their proſperitie of many o- 
ther and ſo great commodities as wee hane before rehearſed , 
(whereof the fawonrers and maint ainers of the Inquiſition do com- 
monly make their bras pes, that there 15 not hung that maketh for 
them, but rather for the contrary part ) it in eaſie for any man to 
perceine, that will conſider with us but thus much, that of ſo ma- 
ny thouſands of people, either Twrkes or lewes , or true Chriſti- 
any or heretibęs (as they terme them and renolters from the Ro- 
mib faith, as _ come within the Inquiſitonrs inriſdiftion 

the very firſt beging of the Inquiſition , till , 
. e ſeene — 4 73 un 
ments of ſome that were burned, ſome whom beſides the per- 
peinall and ynreconerable infumie that bath red unded thereby 
both to themſeluet, and to their whole poſternie, they haue bin de- 
prized of all them ſubſtance. To be ſhort, thit ſo many 9 
poor ſonles doeremaine to be ſeene 44 h ine [uffred at their hand, 
for very trifles : but of any whom they haue inſirutted and amen 

or withdrawn ſrom their errors, not ſo much as one example” 
wor any one memorial, 

Now as concerning the originall of the Inquiſition , the con- 
tinuance, and the ploriows title that bleareth and blmdeth mens 
get now adayes ( for what man ts he that would bow donne and 
worſbip theſe ſacred names and titles: The holy laquiſition. 
The tathers of the faith: The Inquilitors of leud hereſies 
and apoſtacie ?) Ti ſpeak ſomewhat, to the intent men may 
vnder/tand by what right they clatme and hold the ſame. 

After the warres were ended,wherin Ferdinando and I{abel-» 
Ia of ſamous memory expelled the Turkes ont of the territory and 
Cutie of Granata, and other places in Spaine,which had vſurped 
there by the ſpace of 37 g. yeares, from the time of Roderico 
the la hou of O ain,that WAS of the race and lme of the Goths, 
hazing reſtored * country into the ancient tate that it was in 
before, and gotten to themſelnes perpetnall fame and renowne , 
they fell from thoſe continuall troubles and tumnlts of warre to 
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reforming and purging of religion. The occaſion whereof came 
2 well bythe e being conquer liberty to remain 
# Spaine , and enjoy all them good: with condition that they 
ſhowld receive the chriſtian fut he as by the Temes that were in nums- 
ber as many A. the other, who were permitted to continu Ell N 
der the ſame condetion that the Notes did;commandement being 
giurn to all that were not content to admit this condition, that they 
ſhould immediately depart Spaine , paſting ouer the ſtraites of 
Marrocke,and retyre mto their owne countrey. For the lewes (a. 
their moit ancient Chronicles doe report) did inhabite Spaine 
from the time that Titus Emperor of Rome deſtroyed lerulalem. 
Who canſed them to bee tranſported thither, there to remaine in 
miſcrie and thra/dome , being notwithitanding in good caſe for 
one thing , im that they were not compelled by any to alter them 
religion till the time of Ferdinando. Wherewpon the kings of 
Spaine ronſidering, that thoſe people were but only Chriſtian; by 
name and for fa ſake, fo ting themſelues for feare and 
awe,and for ſafegard of their riches,yather then any lone or cc 
which they bare to chriftianitie , demi ſed to make prowifion , aud 
to take ſome order for their better inſtrac lam. A godhy ſe 
ſmrely,and meet for chriſtian Princes, cuill counſellers Lis 
maliciouſly peruerted their good intents. For there were alwayes 
about the lung certaine Freers of the order of Samt Dominicke, 
to whom diners well diſpoſed Princes gauc very great care and 
credit, eſpecially m matters of religion and conſcience : which be- 
ing 4 proud and ambitions ſeit that tooke t pon them great ll. 
and ontw.rrdily profeſſed much holmeſſe moſt arrocantly and im- 
prudently; by meares thereof, had more free acceſſe to Princes pri- 
vie chambers, and thereupon growing to be of their prinie coum- 
ſell, and obtawing ſuch credit, the Ling, were content to bee or- 
dered and directed by them in theſe and ſuch like good purpoſes, 
whereas they ſhould haue prou:ded godly inſtructors, paſtors and 
teachers to win and allure the coun terfait chriſtians ( as it becoms- 
med them ) by charitie aud gentleneſſe abowrmg with all diligence 
to withdraw them from therr errors, to embrace true chrijtiani- 
tte fincerely and without diſcimulation, they ereſ led a new kmde 
o 
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of Cenſijtorie of an Inquiſition ; wherem the poore wretches , in 
fleade of better inſtructions, wherewnh there was ſeme hope to 
win them, ſhould be robbed and [poiled of all their goods, and 
poſſeſrions, and either put to moſt crue!l death, or ſuſſer moſt in- 
tolerable torments by whippe or otherwiſe , leading the reſt of 
their life in perpetwall ob/oquie and ig nemimie, and ſuſtainmg 
extream pouertie by loſſe of lands and goods, Neitber was thu 
executed onely pon ſuch as bad moſt ſhameſnlly blaſphemed 
Chriſt, but the leaſt and moſt trifling ceremomie of the lewiſh or 
Mor iſh law, or the ſmalleſt error m chriſtian religion, whereof 
they did newer teach them fo much is their articles , bad beene 
mutter ſufficient to condemne them, To the furtherance of this 
new deuice Sixtus the fourth of that name, Pope of Rome put bus 
belpmg hand by adding hu combirmation, fo that at the length it 
became of ſuch force being ratified and eſtabliſhed by the lung. 
authoritic and the Popes , that were it not for that the hugene f 
thereof 1 ſuch, that 1s not able to ſuſtame it ſelſe, being a thing 
ſo burdenous to the world and ſo importable, a man might very 
well rhinke it to bee impregnable. See I pray you how well theſe 
godly paſtors pronided for the new increaſe of Chrift's flocke , 
whom they ought to bame had greater regard to feed than therr 
one bellies , and ſhould not in mulling them hane drawne the 
very loud to denonre it , nor beſides the hanmyg of their fleece, 
flame them a/ſomoſt cruelly to couer themſelues with the al e, 
neither ought to haue ku/led the fathmgs but to cheriſh the weake> 
lings, to binde the broken, to ſeeks the ſtrav-ſheep and bring them 
bome to the folde , like good and carefwll ſhepheards, without 
dying ſach force and violence, or clarming any 1r1ſdict ion or ſu- 
perroritie oner them + to whom they ſhould rather ſubimt them 
ſelnes and become ſernants, conſidering that they are the folde 
of Chriſt But as for ſeehing, they ſought mdeed and daily doe, 
ngqumung with great deligence after the wandring fheepe panting 
and famti'g but it us to [ſay them, not to ſawetbem. Brut to pro- 
ceed, As the Dominicans were the firſt authors thereof, ſo for the 
aut horitte and cibimation that they were in with Princes, they ob- 
tamed the execmtion of this tyranme wnder the pretence of tea- 
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ching the tru: chriſtian faith, whereof they had of long time bin 
accounted the patrons. But afterwards by meanes of 42 vnſa- 
tiable cometowſneſſe and ambition, ( for the whech two vices they 
are already diſcredited among the common people) as alſo for 
their crucſtie and tyrannie which they prafiiſed, being cxaited to 
that begh eſtate and degnitie, they became ſo intolerable , that 
the Princes themſclues who lately before had aduanced them to 
theſe eſtates, were enforced to diſplace them, pretending drmers 
reaſonable cauſes and allegations, and ſo committed it vnto the 
Clergie: Whereof the ancient Churches of the Dominicans hung 
round about with ancients and enſignes of vittorie, oner ſuch as 
they conquered during th: time that they were in amtboritic , is 
proofe ſufficient. 


Ne from her heart the cauſes old of wrath and ſore diſdaine 
Was ſlaked yet, but in ber breft high (peght did ſtill remaine : 
How Paris Venus beantie praiſed and bers eſteem d at von ght, 
She ab bort the ſtock ef Ganimede who lone to heanen had ranght. 


Howbeit they retaine till this day the title and name of Inqui- 
ſitours ſtill with tooth and maile, and will one day no doubt haue 
4 Caft at the office ag aine, and claime their right, So that we may 
thanke theſe wicked connſellors and none other for the Inqui- 
ſition at this day, moſt duell ſhly pernerting the go 2 75 
of Princes, which tended to the weale o f the 1 comuer « 
ting them wholly to the aduuncement of their owne commods- 
tie and eſtimation. Or elſe whereto I beſeech you ained it, 
that they which would be accounted diligent and faithful ſow- 
er1 of the ſeed: of chriftiantie, and the zca/0ns furtherers of the 
ſame, ſhould ereil anew kind of Conliltory, ſo rare and firange 
to the whole world, which is not ſet ty to informe the ignorant , 
or toconnince the bt, and bring them to the lnowledge 
tree religion either by perſwaſron o learnmg,or by charuable 

ling, the only meanes that Chrift would haue his miniſters to 

— 4 of to compel] them by force and might by rigour and ex- 
tremitze, by commiſr10ns and aus boritie, by Racks & — 
Annes 
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Chaines, Halters, Barnacles, Sambenites, by Fire and by Fa- 
gots : which boly Conliltorie of theirs, :s not aſriſted with men 
of godly conuerſation,or knowne to be learned in the myſteries of 
holy Scripture, ſuch as would /abour puimſully in the Lords vine- 
yard, and ſet forward his harneſt : but is garded with Sherites, 
Treaſurers, Notaries, Sumners, laylers, Proctore, Prome- 
ters, or Familiars (a they call chem ) 4 foule and an infinite com- 
pany, And who world not mdge think hct all the ſe things were 
deviſed rather to lay new taxes and impoſition; pon the people , 
and to encreaſe the rewennes of the Eſchequey, than for the fur- 
therance of religion. As for the prerpoſe, if a man would chuſe 
ont 4 cunning bunt ſmun with all bus furniture , hui bus ur- 
lery about bem, his ſn eres, grimes, beyes, deg ges, cc. and ſend 
him thus arayed to _ the Goſpel , and publyh Chrilb's re- 
ligion , what man I pray you that were well adviſed, and ſhould 
behald ſuch a man, haning his hands daily imbrued with the 
change of preyes and ſpoiles , mould not account bim a better 
bunter than a preacher ? For ( doubtleſſe the Commmſsion an dau- 
thoritie of preaching was giuen to good and godly Biſhops and 
paſtowrs ( J. any l there were ) both by the [awes of God, and 
conftitutions of man, that they ſhould teach and mitruft , as well 
the young nowices as the elder ſchollers,to tread the path of true 
godlineſſe. But theſe men being ſoblmd, or ſo careleſſe, or both, 
that eit her they could net, or would not ſee to their office and due- 
tie in thus bebalfe, there was newer 4 man of them all,cither Biſhop 
or Dinine hut be thought that a great part of bis dut ie touc hing 
bis funttion was abridged & diſpenſed withall,by me anes of ere- 
tling the court of Inquiſition; all good and godly laws concerning 
chriſtianuie, are ſo cleane raced out of the tables of ther hearts, 
And this Inquiſition being cretted m this wiſe at the firſt ,and 
ratified afterwards by the greateſt authoritie in the wor d , that 
is to ſay, the Kings and the Popes , though it had the opinion of 
bolineſſe to countenance it, ſo that it Jhou!d ſce me to deſerne the 
.pprobation of moſt men , yet was it neuer generally recemed o 
al. For at what time king Ferdinando went about to eſtablyp it 
C 3 n 
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in Artagon,which was bis owne in berit anct deſcended from his 
Father, the Nobler of the realme did firit make bumble 12 
tion that it might not be eftabl:ſhed. A [ſterwards, being vo- 
lence forced vpon them, they d d alſo with force and violence 
withſtand it, a lodging that it tended rather to the unpeachment 
of the libertie of their countrie, then to the reformation of reli- 
gion. In ſo much that it was not recerved ( if a man may ſay it 
were receined at all that wu forced vpon them agamſt therr wil ) 
tall the ſertling of it bad coſt many a mans life. And beſides the 
batred which Þ Nobles and Commons 7 that Realme beare 4 
2 this their holy Inquiſition at this day, it d th well 2 

the death of Seignor A pila, who bemg ſent thither by the 
King with large commiſſions to execute the ſame, was ſlame of 
the Noble men at Sarragoltla in the Cathedrall Church. The 
which cauſed many of the fooliſb ſuperſtitions people to worſhip 
him enen 4s a Saint, For ut very certainely reported, that the 
hloud um g out of bis body, being newly flame , ſprang ont in 
ſuch aboundance, that it ſpirtedto the Altar, By the mi- 
racie ( ſay they ) God declared both the innocencie of the perſon, 
and the goodneſſe of the quarrell wherein was ſlaine. Notwubſtan« 
ding all this and that diuers other miracles are ſundry times ſeene 
t pon his tombe,to con firme the ſame opinion and fanſie of the 
common people, ſuch i the folly of meu, and the power of the 
dinell (as Paul ſaith ) to decerue men which hne rect led the 
lone c of the truth, be covld newer yet attaie to be cu- 
nonized a Saint, and called Saint Aepila : foraſmuch us enter- 
priſong a inſt quarrell he was not om found to hane aint of male 
on at the time of his death, ( whe h thun 10 n Aung they 
ir, be might wellenongh haue entoyed the holy wane of @ Saint ) 
but he had alſo v nder bus other garments a ſhort hanger by hit 
fide, and that ( forſooth ) only hmndred his abſo/nte honour. 

This Inquiſition you will ſay was not browght in, to the end 
that any ſhould thereby be m/Irutted in the principles 7 truc re- 
l:710n, hut onely that here ſie by meanes hereof mabt bee aboli- 
Jhed. Marry ſo much we yeeld vnto them mdged For it appeareth 

plamely 
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plainely by the zeale that was in thoſe good Princes, that they had 
« better meaning with them at the firſt. then that which through 
therr wiched connſellowuys afterward was put m evecution. 7 he 
Inquiſition being thus eſtabljhed for the ſame ends and pur po- 
ſes which I hane before mentioned ( u4 ſome affirme ) before the 
battell at Granata, which meet nothing agamit me if it be ſo, 
the charge of inſtrutting the people in the principles of religion, 
0. u. mY referred to Vicurs and Curates, and from them tramſſa- 
ted tothe Wardens of the Church, and afterward to the Clerkes 
in exery towne and paryh, who taught the ſemeple abreſed people 
their Aue Maria, Pater no'ter, their Credo, with Salua re- 
gina. m Latine ſhall ſay, may in a barbarons kinde of Laine, 
and that with ſporting themſeſuets, and mocking the poore ſilly 
ſeules, without amy denotion or ccale, not without reward neither, 
but very dearely and at 4 high price;many times beſides them com- 
mon wages, they were pd with the geaodwines hmeſtic, or the 
denghters virginitie. For the other fine comandements of the holy 
Church, which they ſud were neceſſarie to ſaluation : that is to 
fay, the hearing of Maſſe on holy dayer and ſnndayes: The go- 
mg to ſhrift and holy confeſſion: The receiumg of holy bread, 
the due 0bſerning of Faſts eniorned by the Church, and the true 
paying of their tithes and Chur h- duties, theſe things I warrant 
you were beaten mto their heads im plame worls and mot her- 
tongue, By which kinde of diſcipline, what other thing I pray 
pen could ſceme to be ſought, then to bring men into a heape of 
petuall errours ? Aud the court of Inquiſition being eret led 
onthe other part for reformation of errours, they might ba ſure 
like good bunters to lodge the Deere, and tals their ſtand, and ſo 
— continua prey. But to procee 1. let vs grant them 
tha much, that the Inquiſition was ordamed to none other end, 
and that they be two ſexer 1! and diſtinct offices, to teach the 
faith, and to roote out bere/ics, yet were it the part and dukte of 
good and diſcreet comnſellonrs, to prouide that the authoritic 
committed to Byhops by the holy Scriptures of God, Land not 
thereby be taken from them : neuther ſhould any at her perſma ſon 
enter 
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enter into their heads that there were any other fire or ſword to 
root cui herefres, but only the ſword of Gods word : both the which 
then gi the boly « Apoſtle did moſt exidently reach in the Epiſtle 
to Titus; where among ot ber qualities required im a h hop, bee 
would bans him embrace the word of God fu for inſtru lian, 
that he may be able to exhort by wholeſome doftrme, and to con- 
wince the gainſayers and aduer ſaries, For ſurely a true and auſti- 
Heng 2 forced, ( the nature thereof u ſuch ) mo 
more can hereſie be deſtroyed by the heretickes death, But the 
word of God is moſt apt and fit for both purpoſes. For thrreby 
farth in not only engendred, but mereaſed _ red meruci- 
low/ly, and vat ſoruer is not agreeable to true faith, if it be exa- 
mined and tried by the light of this word, ſbll ſoone be bewray- 
ed. Wherefore they firit to baus reſorted to the Scriptarer, 
and taken counſellof them, whether they bad limited am puonijh- 
ment for ſuch as hold ſhew themſelnes wil full and obſtmate a- 


gainſt the truth, or the moſt cruell execution that can be by fire. 


For & concerning the confiſcation of goods,what can be thought 
more wretched and conctous, or more vnuſt an ſhameleſſe, or 
further from the proſeſſim of a Chriitian man? And to let paſſe 
their open infamy, the itaine whereof will hardly be ſpunged ont 
agame, who can worthily ſpeaks enough againſt them, = vſe 
n ſam: lunde of puniſhment en-7 againſt thoſe poare wretcher, 
whom they baue pryſwadetto recant their errours ? Paul m the 
place aboue mentioned, appomnteth no penallic, for as much as it 
may well be, that the partic condemned may in time be reclamed, 
and therefore mercy ought rather to be practiſed of enery good 
Jh:ypheard with all gentleneſſe an A lone, then any ſuch extremutie. 
But let vs enter further, and ſee what Paul appointeth for ſuch 
as are objtmate perſons, Auoi e the company of an heretickg 
{ ſaith h-) after one or two Admonitions. Firſt hee would haue 
hin charitably admeniſbed of his error twice or thrice, and that 
by the Biſhop, not cited into the court, not put to the torments, or 
otherwiſe prnyhed for bis erronious opinions with ſuch extremy- 
te, and ſo continually. Then if gentle admonuron will reclaims 
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bim, there is good cam e why both the Bi —_ whole 
congregation may re ſonce of the winning of a brother, to be« 
a Ss of 2 A ſuch — will not pre- 
waile, he connſelleth vs to proceed to excommunication : 
that is to ſay, to cut him off and exclude him the 
and fellowſhip of the Chriſtians : the which neten hf 
ding muft not be executed in way of renenge of bis error, 
but mimiFtred as 4 medicine for his amendmgnt. And this 
judgement of the Diſciple agreotb with the rule of his Ma- 
ſter : If hee wil notgiue care to thee, nor other ( ſaith 
he ) that is to ſay, them that haue ginen him admonition 
the ſecond time, Let him be thencefurth accompted of 
as an Ethnicke or Publican. hieb « as much in vn. 
derſkanding, as if he had nexer receined the fanh, In this 
degree of ſeueritie, which being ducly conſidered is ſharpe e- 
nough, Chrifts diſcipline ſtayeth, and proc cedeth no further, 
And this us the Court, theſe be the lawer thereof, and the 
whole manner of proceeding, wherewith a true Chriſtian 
mn ( if there had beene any ſuch among them ſhould haue 
contented bimſelfe in proceeding agamſt his brother being 
beſide the right way; or again/t . what ſort or 
condition ſoruer they be, __ Chriſt bath : them 
to be ſufficient, and pronided theſe remedies, which the 
Church hath alwayes . tine to time to great profite, 
in the rooting vp of all here ſes that at any time grew therein. 
As concerning the putting of heretickes to death, it is like 
er ber, H a Phiſician,to the intent to rid the patient of 
bis diſeaſe, ſbonld for the nonce rid him alſo of his life. 
Morcouer, 1 pretend moſt of all now aayes the 
rooting vp of hereſies by ſuch meanes,ds not only not attaine 
therewno, ( for as yet the world is blinded, to take falſhood 
for truth but if it were ſo, then by taking away bus life, 
they cut him off from all thoſe mrancs and poſſibilities where- 
by he might attaine his owne ſaluat ion. For it might very 
well com: to paſſe in time, foraſmuch as God; — 
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are drepe and incomprehenſible , that the partic continuing 
a'rue mg bt bee into ſome better caſe. But it is to 
be feared will ſome ſay, leſt he infeft others. True it is, 
and for that conſideration both Chriſt and his Apoſtle com- 
nwdeth us g eſchue him , and to cut him off from the bo- 
dy of the Church. But if they would nerdes proceede fare 
ther , and upon other reaſonable conſiderations proniſh ſuch 
obitinate perſons more ſcuerely; were not the ordinary ma- 
Silt ate ſufficient to execute the ſame ? Doubtleſſe their 
anſwer will bee this , that the lnowledge of hereſies, can 
in no caſe appertaine to the ſecular magiitrates, becauſe 
they for the mot part are ignorant in the holy Scriptures 
end Eccleſiaſticall affaires : For this 1s a common ſaying 
with theſe Fathers that are ſo far ſeen m Gods ſecrets that 
neither the knowledge nor determmation of matter in reli- 
v dpe ame to the Secular magiitrate, as they terms 
245 ight and reproach But I pray you inwhat reſpelt 
are they TIRE choſen to ſupply thoſe places, and to bed 
Inquiſtonrs to determine matters of faith , whereof they 
are termed the Fathers , or to diſcuſſe hergſies, whereof they 
are ſaid to ridde the world, being neither learned in Sirope 
twres, nor able to teach the beliefe ? For they are thought 
mc good enough far that of ficeif they be Doftors in the ci- 
will and canon lawes. As for their Dimines (and yet a ſu 
drumitie God knowes ) truly ſince the time that the Domini- 
cans were diſplaced thence," wherof I made mention before ) 
we haue not ſerm any of them execute any ſuch office. Tea, 
what if\/ance that time there hath bin an order takgn - fo o 
Inquiſir ori. and entred into therr books that no Diuine thence- 
forth ſhould occupy amy ſuch place? Now as concerning the ci- 
wil law, ſurely the Inquiſitor s do not excell the ſecular magi- 
Arate; and as for the canon if a man were neuer ſo wel ſeen 
in i they cannot deny but it ſerneth as little to the deciding 
of matters in _ as the ciuill. How then is it p2ſrible to 


be atherwi{e, hut that when ſuch gvoraut men bee admitted 
fo. 
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te determine matters of Religion,as haue no manner of A 
ledge im the holy Scriptures , ſane only a little chill in 
the conſtitutions of mans brame they muſt — turne ſweet 
into ſoure, and ſoure into ſweet : call light darkeneſſe, and 
dul eneſſe light ? That us to ſay, in profeſſing themſclues 
te bee the Patrones of faith, roote cut all faith, and 
meint. une monſtrous erronrs : flea the children of God, 
and cheriſh the children of the dinell : li the ſernants of 
Chriſt, foiter, maintaine, and encreaſe the ſernants of Ar- 
tichriſt. | 
Herethey will anſwer vi, that albeit they themſelues can 
wo more inde of matters touching fach. than a blinde man 
can of colours, yet they take into connſeil and commuſſion 
with them, to debate ſuch matters, drvers Drumes whoſe prr- 
ſeript rule and order they put in execution, ſpectrally Domi- 
nicanes, who haxe nothing now to doe with the bigh auth 
ritie and commyſſion of Inquiſition, ſaue only that they 
are admitted to conſultations, and to the Qualihc ations of 
doqrine, & they terme it. 
A bere though we examine not narrowly with what quan- 
tity of Dramitie they come furnyſb:dto this office, yet we may 
eaſily gbeſſe that being remoued for the canſes aforeſaid, and 
vnſit for the place, they are not ſince growne much 
more apt: ſpecially ſeemg beſides them old mmfirmuties, 1 
are griewouſly ficke of their ancient ſhame, daily renewed 
beholding from a low place, the loftie Tribunalt. ſeat from 
whence they are aiſmoumted, and are m 4 perpetuall beadach 
and madneſſe of jealows men, to ſee their aducrſaries emoy 
the honowr which they haue loft, Wherem we report tvs to the 
Inquiſitonrs themſelnes, for no manknoweth better then they, 
what toller the Dominicanes gimme ontwardly of t 
great bile — breſt fall of malitions matter, 
as oft as they are called to thoſe graue and m_ 
deliberations iu ſo much that it bath perhaps beeng 
thought on, to ſhut them quite out of the Inquiſitonrs doorer. 
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But goe to, amended” face, 


gte not then "y magiſtrate call the ſame Di- 
mines to the tons ? Now to appoint any man 
unge of matters which hee wnderſtandeth not, where- 
by be muſt need; bang altogether of other men; opmions 
and ſentences what ſocuer they bee , what an migutie 5s 
——_—_—_— all law and uber? Who there- 
fore can maruelRif we ſee the Holy Inquilition fs 
in her beawenly Tribunall ſeat, we ſay with Salomon, I 


haue ſeen vngodlinellelitin the ſeat of iudgement , * 


and iniquitie in the place of juſtice ? And yer norwith- 

Sanding all this, what hbertie and prerog at ae —_— al. 
low themſelues, in the very ſame matters which they puniſh 
in others, as the bigheſt points of berefie, you may behold m 
the example following. 

It happened a few yeares paſſedgn Barchinon a very fa- 
mou Citie in the teritory of Cathalomia , rhat when 
ſhould march forward im their proce ſiua on corpus Chri- 
fli day to carry the Maſſe bread about, and all things were 

, requiſite to ſo ſolemme a ſhew, enen as the Prieſf h: 
danced the Tragicall bigb Maſſe, ſhould couch the bleſ- 
ſed boſt in the gelden pixe, as the Dinell wonld haue it , 1 
was too great a compaſſe to be pot in the ho. All mon were 
amaſcd : the whole jhew ſtacd : there was not dnn in that 
great and notable aſſembly that lnew what to doc, m a caſe 
fo ſtrange and ſownlocted for, Now ſurely it was 4 ſport 
alone, and 4 ieſt wortby ſo great ac . 

Some perhaps of the wiſer ſort , ſaw no way but one to 
belp at a pinch; namely to begin a new Maſſe in Gods name 
and with better Incke , and to ſhape a cake fit for the boxt. 
But that was too late : for the proceſuron had farre to goe , 
and it was too too much pames to defer it any longer. And be- 
Aer, perchance there was nenera fir John there but had 
« broke bus faſt well, the better to take pan, in ſo great 4 
c = Aud tho the Danmes were of opyrion that her thas 


ſang 
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the high Maſſe, might diſpatch another in caſe of neceſ- 
2 yet — 1 not hn oe then ſuch a 
chance, had already ſupt wp the rinſing » Chalice, as 
bis dutie was to doe. Well ſir, there was one of the Inquiſi. 
tours, a man of Arragon, whoſe name was Molonio. This 
Gentleman being 4s haſtie by nature, as bold by anthoritie, 
made no more adoe, but tooke a paire of ciſſonrs, and payed 
his maker where he was oner growne, and ſo by a little paring, 
put both him in the bo ve, and the people out of doubt. Some 
perhaps will praiſe this mans preſent wit in ſo great a d 
6 ——— and deteſt buys — — — 
boldneſſe : others will bewaile and lament the hard fortune o 
their God ſo to be pared and circumciſeu by the curſed 
of a crwell — 2 But good Lord, if any other had 
beene ſo ſaucie but an Inquiſitor, ſpecially if be had had any 
Tewes blood in him, how would they baue handled him trow 
you ? Indeed Molonio was pat ont of office : but he tarried * 
not many dayes ere be was ſent to be Inquiſitor at Siuil, 
for they might not loſe ſo ſtot a ſonldier of the Inquiſition 
for atrifle. What ſhould we here talke of the Popes antho- 
rue ? they extoll and abaſe him : they adore him and c ontemm 
hm : they remeng e his wrong and doe him wrong, enen as hee 
ſernethor bin«reth their holy office. Wee purpoſe not to pro- 
ſecmte theſe matters any further, meaning only to touch them 
in way of Preface, to declare by what beginnings and occa- 
ſrons the luquiſition i growne : what antiquitic and holi- 
neſſe it carryeth an what profite it hath browght to the 
world ver the title of — religion. Theſe things 
being 4+ we hawe declared them, ſo true m deed, and ſuch in 
qualitie, as no boneft man can either plamely deme them, or 
juſHy excuſe them, no man ought to marnell if the people, 
which haue otherwi(c 9 beene moſt dutifully obedient 
to their Magiſtrates, to drine (5 horrible a peſtilence from 
their comntrie, haue betalen themſe/nes to their weapons and 
defence of armes, as haning none other more reaſonable 
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meancs to belpe themſelues. 

They proteft,thas they ſcelę not to auoide the reſormation 
of religion, which they heartily wiſh for, ſo that it be ſuch 4 
one gn 1s worthy of ſo geod a name, and bee direfted by the 
preſcript word of Gol, which ought to be the onely rule of | 
religion, to all that loue true religion. And in that behalfe,, 
what can they hope for of the Inquiſition, beſides that it 
bath already yeelded ? They proteit further, that they owe 
to their lawfull conernonrs, and that by the expreſſe word of 
God, obedience, honour, and tribute, - ch they are moſt 
ready to performe with them accuſtomed chearefulnefſe and 
bearty — will, Only they bumbly pray and beſcech. that 
it may be taken of them without the diſhononr of God, and 
the moſt miſerable captimitie and thra/dome of them conſci- 

ences, the which ought to bee more recommended , and 

deare to good and godly men, then their very lines. 2 
proteit beſides, that they will not any manner of wayes ſhake 
off the goal of juſt obedrence to their Magiſtrates, but t 
complaine, ( and that not without great cauſe) thu beſides 
the eaſie and gentle yoke which they haue hitherto borne with 
that meckenc(ſe of heart that became them,they are ſcour- 
gedwith the Iren whips of the Inquiſition, which ſcekerh 
wothing but the ſlaughter of innocent Cit1Lens, and the con- 
fiſcation and ſpoile of their goods. They might haue in times 
paſt with ſome colour blamed the men of Arragon, which 
receined not the Inquiſition without twmult and bloudſhed, 
for it was then couered with that goodly and freſh name, and 
Jhew of holmeſſe: neither as poor it raged ag all in- 

erently, but only agamit the lewes and Moores, and 
that alſo for very planſivle and apparant cauſes, But now 
ſme it hath not ceaſed to bring forth ſuch frutes, as wee 
haue rehearſed for theſe threeſcore and fifteene yeares : 1 
thinks they ſhall not ſce me to be madde, that ſeele by all 
meanes to them poſſible, to drive it from their borders, 
Nay, they might rather be truly judged to bee madde men, 
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if in flead of their ſaithfull fathers, and good 
and preachers of true —— they would wittingly 2 
lj rereiue in to their houſes the very enemies, and moſt 
cruell deſtroyers of all faith andreligion. «Andif there be 
any that know them not to bee ſac h as wee terme them, les 
themread but part of their ſleights and manner of procees 
dorgs diſconered in this booke, { for wee conld not 
learne them all, ) and let them well wargh 
and conſider them, and 
then 'wage, 
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| nochinge: 
2 or ſimple, but the partievaccuſedare very great- 
— ged thereby) the In viſitors 

vie this kind of — — one 


— what to ſay, ſhall greet him on this 
it was in y chance to bee with my 
eee to have 


— — Now the party may 
— — ————— 
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to ſig vie vnto the Lands: 
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ſuah like pl in other Cities abroad,and 
aha dari ( . demand hien 
what 


— i is. Who anſwereth,, that yeſterday he 


ſm was warned vnder their to come and ſpeake 
— — with them. Then inquizerhey his name; and that 


knowne,what he would : for as for vs (lay they) we 
wot not whether you be the ſame man that we com · 
manded to be here with vs, yea or no. Marry now (i 
thens you are come, if you have any thing to enforme 
vs of in this holy Court either of or of any 
(man) let vs 
th that he 
a3 indeed 


wileit & ſafeſt way that may be taken] 
cls of , not how he en- 
tangleth hinſelfe, 


& vttereth ſome 
— — — 
| to fear and him that thus 
fooliſuly hath made him ſelfe ſo bt a morſell for them 
to prey vpons calt lookes one at another, and reioy- 
ſmelled the rat, all at N 


0 Iwot 
* they ſay oughtor nought)at the laſt eicher award the 
to the matter 


manded to come beforethem or no. Whilſt the party 
— — — 
Promoter | inſt i ſo- 
etly hidden behind ſoae tapiſtry,wherehee cannot 


be 
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be ſeen yet ſo, as he may ſee the parties face, and know if 
ic — — man, or no, it haply the lnquiſitors know 
him not. Then licence they him to depart, being aſſured 
that it is he which ſhall miniſter matter for this tragedy, 
and perhaps call him not before them of 2.or 3. moneths 
after — —— — for if — 
reiner, they li im not ſo reſpit. Ihe next 
— 0 is to ſend for him, they exhort 
him againe, that if he know or haue heard any thing that 
concerneth their holy Court. to diſcloſe it vnto them. For 
we — ty they) that you haue dealt with 
certain perſons ſuſpected in religion which if you will 
confeſle of your own accord, aſſure your ſelſe you ſhall 
receiue no harmeitherefore we and 


ſubtilly 

no harme, ſha}l daily come 

an eye to all hisdoings, & mark 
B 2 with 
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with whom he conferreth, where hee vſeth to reſort, 
what he doth there, and, as nigh as may be, where 
abouts he goeth and what he intendeth: in ſo much 
that without the ſpeciall ayde of Gods holy proui- 
dence, it is not poſſible for a man to eſcape their 
ſnares. Now if any of the Inquilitors chance to meet 
any ſuch perfons fo diſmiſſed, they ſalute him very 
and ſhew him a good countenance,pro- 
miſing to ſtand his good friend. All which courreous 
kind ot entertainement tendeth to none other en 
but to ma ke the man more careleſſe of his eſtate, and 
— — (1 
) can y dereitable abo- 
— — vie them for 
their recreation , like ure in them as 
doth the fouler in his paltime,when hee playeth and 
dallieth with his the filhergwho after he hath 
ftricken rhe fiſh, her to play with the line, and 
to ſport her ſelſe for a time that will laſt the 
ing of her taile : or as the catte eth with 


lien not, nor al- 


8 L totheſe hol » Officers How- 
—— their z Qt vie 

not with 5 — er Gor a6 e 
declared. For very n9 
andcauſesin this behalf. Whiehis « — 
they deal not ite this ſort either with ſtrangers or 
town-dwellers as they thinke are like to eſcape from 
them by this liberty, neither yet with ſuch as are char- 
——— Br thinke needfull to 

ſeen vnto betimes, ſpecially if there be any hope 
that by their conſeſſion they ſhall haue intelligence of 


any 
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any other. But ſirſſ, when they are determined to appre- 
hend any perſon that is accuſed, they vic to ſend for the 
Biſhops deputy of that dioceſſe or Ordinary (as they call 
dim) and making him priuy to the depoſitions of the wit- 
nefles againſt the acculed(which they call an Infor- 
mation) afrer a little conſultation had with him ot the 
matter: they all ſubſcribe to a writing, which is a warrant 
direQed from them to attach him:which kind of dealin 
| ſeemeth to haue a ſhew of good equity. Forſooth they v 
| not bee thought to touch any of another mans flocke 
without th'aduiſe & conſent of his own Paſtor, who be- 
ing full: & vnskiltull{God knows) in the duty of 
a Palor(as commonly all of that coat vnder Papacy are) 
is he to give his conſent, that the ſheep ouer whom 
he hath a ſpeciall charge, ſhall firſt be fleeced, & afterward 
miſerably ſlain, & bereft of & life. For as yet there 
— — — — matters 
bet wirt the Inquiſitors and the Ordin r defending 
any of his flocke that hath been by them ſent to execu- 
tion. Yet may a man ſee oftetimes,yea daily almolt, great 
numbers dy in priſon, ſome hunger · ſteru d, ſome extream- 
ou —— bred in euery ioynt of their bodies, 
me euen in the midſt of their torments yeelding vp the 
Ghoſt bet wixt the tormentors hands (as | will not faile 
hereafter to declare, when | ſhall be occaſioned to treate 
therot more conueniently)inſomuch that the Inquilitors 
wil ſay of ſome of them, that they were as harmleſſe men, 
and as innocent, and put to death as wrongfully as any 
men could be. W herby it is euident, that this ſending for 
the Ordinary to confer withall, about the apptehending 
of ſome vader his cure, is a very vaine thing, and rather 
a fooliſh ceremony, than a matter ſerious or done of any 
— ————— — pe 
Ordinary fo. a banquet to. i e Banquet, 
| blood of his owne gy ——— conti- 
nue the faſter friends, Our Lord Chriſt, the great ſhep- 
heard of the ſheepe, come _ hee ſeeth his time, 
3 and 
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and tender to each of them to their owne de- 
ſerts, Yet ſometimes it hapneth, that they call not the Or- 
dinary to counſell, before the be both accuſed and 
apprehended. For being well aſſured that hee will not 
gainſay them, nor controule any of their doings , they 
tchinke it enough when the party is faſt & forthcomming, 
then to declare to the Ordinary the occalion and man- 
ner of their proceedings : who hearing it read vato him, 
liketh very well thereof, aſwell that they haue already 
done, as is alſo content with whatſoever els they can 
deuiſe to do. Now if any that is accuſed doe chance to 
make an eſcape, either before he be apprehended or af- 
ter, then vſe they all deuices that may be to find him and 
ferch himagaine, Neither is it ſuthcient that they giue 
the ſearchers certain common figns and tokens to know 
him by,as to deſcribe his apparell, his countenance, age, 


Counterſ<1t1 &c. but they draw his counterfaite as liuely as may be in 


ſundry patternes, and diſtribute them among the ſear- 
chers,to know the party the more eaſily by, whom per- 
hapsthey neuer ſaw in all their lives: whereof | will re- 
port you a true tale for 

Not long agone they apprehended a certain Italian at 
Siu, vo had wounded one of the Paratours on a time 


at Rome, called the Inquifitors Al- 

The Algua- il. albeit the Familiars that were ſent to ſeełke him, 
us had his counterfaite about them, as they vie to haue: yer 
— . hapning vpon him: at Sund halfe in 
* Fdoubtwhetheritwere he or no, becauſe hee had altered 

his a and of changed his name, they pur- 

ſued hima good while onely of a bare ſuſpicion, which 


they had by his countenance that it ſhould be he, There- 
fore one day as he was walking and talking with diuers 
in the Cathedral Church at Siuu, they foũd out this new 
deviceto attempt him withall, ſcemely for ſuch Familiart. 
Two or three of them came ſomewhat nigh about him, 
and as he hapned to turne in his walke j his backe bei 
tow 
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— — 
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| towards them, on a ſuddaine one of them calleth him by 
| his old name. The being in earneſt talke, and mi- 
 firulltingnot hing. ly looked behind him, & made 
*, anſwer;whereuponthe _ forthwith laid hands 
| on him, and were cleerely reſolued that hee was the ſelfe 

ſame man. This fellow lay in yrons a goud ſeaſon , and 
| afrerlong impriſonment was whipped about the towne, 

and c ed to the gally perpetually. and thus was 

he ſerued for hurting the A/guazs/, partty through his 

ownefolly and negligence tor want of a little heedeta- 

king. The which deuicesalbeit they be very ſubtile, and 
| ſuch as no mans wiſedome can auoide, yet ſhall it not 
de greatly amiſſe to ſhew one other ſpecialexample,how 
— — — and pu | 
his witha hol ICY» bee able to 8 
goe an — lon — was 2 
certaine man of the Low Countries that had eſcaped out 
of the Inquilitors at Valladolit, who was apprehẽ- 
ded for the profeſſion of the Goſpell, and had bin a long 
feafon in priſon. There went out to ſeeke him (as the cu- 
— — ot theſe — — 

w es off, ouertoo in way | 

ed — — flatly _ — — 
they tooke him for z and yet would not theſe good fel- 
lowes leaue him, but by force and ſtrong hand went a- 
bout to bind and bring him backe againe, ſtill contrary- 
| ing him, affi him to be the ſelſe· ſame man whom ? 
| theytookehimto be: and thereupon demanded of him, 
| not doubtingly , but as though the matter were very 

cleere ; Are not you he (Sir) that eſcaped out of the lu- 
quiſitors priſon at Valladali, about eight dayes ſince?Not 
I(Sirs) he, ſetting a good face on the matter, and 
therefore view me better. I am no ſuch man, but am new- 
ly come from Cate, where I haue wrought in mine oc- 
cupation a great while: and becauſe you ſhall the better 
credit my Words, and knowit to beſo , here is my telli- 


monlall 


Ten —— 


— — 


" hadreadit, 
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moniall which l for my paſport, take and readeit : 
9 ² hed 
about him, and offred it them to read. Which, after 
gaue credit ynto, and let him goe wi 
ſhame enough that they had been ſo childiſhly deceived 
in taking one man for another, as to their thinking they 
had done. And as touching the teſtimoniall that ſtood 
—— — eoedin htors 
parture out n, u muc in his iour- 
ney as poſſibly he could, he chanced to meete with a 
countrey man of his by the way, one of his old acquain- 
tance — 7 17 Caitile ; and to helpe himſelſe 
withall in this diſtreſſe, found meanes to obtaine his 


port, which beyond both their ex ions, as God 
would haue it (a thing ſo a — by his ſecret proui- 
dence) did ſerv this mans tune, ad ave hr from 

a perill, For the other was departed im but 
— and leſ hisreflicroniall behind him in 
this mans hand to : whereby he was in good time 


and like prettily. Vet 
— th — yen þ, this? to re- 
triue them that are — and fled away. As, ſome of 
them ſhall trace him by his footing if they can finde his 
others ſhall purſue him that way whither they = 
thinke in their owne iudgements hee is molt like to bee 
gone: another crew of them ſhall lye in waite for him by 
— — 

For ou z,t are moe a 
ſort that are For — 2 


pleaſure concerning 
. 
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CA. II. 
e Seqneſir arion of their goods commonly called ie Sequeſter. 
| Inna a after every arreſt done by the Al/guazs/, or 
complaint made to the court of any perſon by any of 
the Familiars, they traightway take from about him all 
the keyes of his cheſſs or lockes whatſoeuer , it he haue a- 
ny,and forthwith ſend a Notary and certaine catchpoles 
with the 4/guazil himſelfe to take an inventory of all ſuch 
goods as are in his houſe whatſocuer they be. Which be- 
I very exactly, ſuch as they finde, they leaue in the 
cultody of ſome rich man dwelling thereabout, who vn- 
dertaketh to be accomptable re, and to re-deliuer 
them duly and truly — they ſhall be demanded. 
But in this Sequeftey (as they terme it) the owners of ſuch 
oods had need to looke well about them, and alwayes 
eaneyeto their fingers which are at the ſequeſtration, 
and are the doers, ſpecially when they come to rifling of 
money and ie wels, either gold or ſiluer, or any other t ing 
els that is of any price, and light for conueiance , or wi 
lyein a narrow roome. For they are commonly lime- 
ngred, and willlightly make ſomething ſticke by them, 
if they be not narrowly ſcene vnto. A odindeed the 
ter part of this rabble of Familiars are bauds, theeues, ſhif- 
ters, and the vileſt ſort of people that live only by filching, 
which cannot, nor wil ace hold their hands if they 
ſhould hang for it. Beſides that, they are perſuaded in con- 
ſcience, that they ſhould not in ſuch caſes forbeare other 
mens goods, although they haue no manner of tight 
thereto. h 
Now to tell you briefly whereto this ſequeſtration ten- 
deth.Forſooth,that if it happen the — be condemned. 
ſo that his goods or any part thereof be confiſcate, this ho- 
ly houſe I warrant you will not loſe fo much as a dodkin 
ofthem. For who knoweth not thus much, that the prey 
and ſpoyles of ſuch filly ſoules is all that they ſeek for ? els 
what ſhould theſe holy 4” 5 that reſpect nothing but 
vert ue 
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vertue and godlineſſe, doe with their goods (I pray you) 
whom they beare vs in hand they would fo faine bring 
home againe to the right way? Or whois ſo mad to think + 
that misbelief can be amended by loſſe of lands or goods ? 
Yet it may very well beſeeme Chriſtian men to be Poyled 
of all their ſubſtance, yea, and of their clothes from their 
backs alſo, by their enemies, ſeeing their head, whoſe mem. 
bers they ae, and whoſe truth they profetle, was fo fer- 
ved : for whoſe garments (likewiſe) not much worth, 
perhaps halfe thread-bare with wearing, «fter they had 
him molt cruelly to death, they determined alſ .. 
to caſt lots. And this kind of Sacriledge is now ſo ratified 
and confirmed by the common conſent of their Du 
that is to ſay, the Monkes and the relidue of the Clergy, 
that they ſhame not to preach & teach openly that who- 
ſocuer isnot iumpe with the Pope,or diflenreth from him 
in the leaſt ior,is bound in conſcience, in z!! haſt ( ſay they) 
to bring in all his goods into the K inge Eſchecquer, and 
that he hath no more right vento them then if he had rob- 
bed the King of them before alleadging this reaſon, that 
forſo much as he is reuolted from the Church of Rome, 
he is no longer any right owner thereot, but the K ing, to 
whom the Pope hath adiudged them. Wherefore a man is 
bound ({ay they) to refforethem vnto him, althoughthe 
Inquiſitors nc uer heard ſo much as one word of him. 
And thus theſe ſubrill foxes by this one policy zre both 
greatly gracious with Princes, and therewirhal! doe in- 
ueigle the canſciences, & pick the purſes of the filly ſoo- 
liſh people, deeming them as gods, But to returne to our 
purpoſ*. As ſoon as the prifoner is eutred within the firſt 
pare of ppriſon, the keeper hauing with him a Notary, aſ- 
eth him iFhe hauea kn ſe about hita, cr monx, r rings 
or any other ĩe wels. And iſ it bea womã that hath a (heath | 
or mall knives at her girdle, rings, little chains, bracelets, 
ouches, or any other ornaments, ſuch as women weare, 
they ſtrip them of all rheſe, & commonly they be lis fees 
tha 
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that findeth them. This is done to this end, that the ptiſo- 
nets during the time cf their impriſonment ſhell have no- 
thing to ſuccot them (clues withal any ies. I hey ſearch 
them alſo, leſl they bring in privily about them any wri- 
ting. ot book,or any other ſuch like thing. But afrer they 
be onceentred into ptiſon, they are (ſhut vp ina cloſe cab- 
bayne, where they haue ſcarlely good elbow-roome,for 
cleanlines and lightſomnes not much vnlike to Litle avſe. 
And ſome are cloſepriſonersallalone tor 8. or 15.dayes, 
ſome by the ſpace of 2, or 3. moneths, and other ſomeall 
—— — haue fellou es and compa- 
nious fromthe very firlt day of their impriſonment, as 
the Lords Inquilicors will, and as they thinke moſt con- 
uenient to bring their matters about. 
CAT. III. 
Ne ſenerall day's of hearmg, 

Aft they haue thus continued in priſon about a week 

or two, the Inquilitors ptiuily packe with the laylor 
to be in hand with the priſoner, as though it came hom 
himſeltc,and to adviſe him to ſue that he may come to his 
anſwer.and pray to haue a day of hearing, Wherein, it is 
not to be thought the contrary, but that there is ſome mi- 
ſtery meant thereby, that the priſoner mult firit begin to 
ſtir in his owne cauſe, The keeper therefore either at din- 
ner time, or ſome other molt convenient to bring his 
matters about, teſorteth to hi: priſoner, and among other 
talke, at the laſt falleth to queſlion with him how it hap- 
neth that he ſueth not to come to his anſwer, that his mat - 
ters may be more ſpeedily ended, and aduiſeth himto la- 
buur it with as much ſpeede as may be, making him be- 
l.euc,the ſooner the better, and that it will much further 
his cauſe ſoto do, and at the length bring his ſute to ſuome 
good effect: Adding moreouer, that for the acquaintance 
which ke hath with him, in the way of friendſhip hee is 
mooued to giue him the belt cour ſell he can, & ſuch as is 
meectelt for his behoofe, promiling to do & deale - him 

C 2 therein 
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therein to his power, like a faithfull and truſty friend, Vet 
ſurely it may be thought with good reaſon , that it any 
thing may doe the poore wretch good, — in caſe rea- 
dy tor to be deuoured by theſe rauenous beaſts, it will fall 
out in the end to be better for him if he refuſe to crave a 
day of hearing, and tarry till the Commiſſioners doe call 
for him. But if there be none other good to be done, hee 
may chance to get this by his tarryingzin driving them to 
in with him, to take care for nothing but only to make 
anſwer to their obiections. But (ith it is ſo ſecret a myſtery, 
I will let it goe, and leaue it to the iud ts and conli- 
derationsof the wiſer ſort to ſcan and iudge vpon. The 
poore priſoner knowing none of theſe ſubtilties, for the 
molt part is ruled by his keeper, thinking that he hath gi- 
uen him good and wholſomeaduice , and prayeth him 
2 ofhearing whole are neal heard ofthe Inquil 
a * the Inqui 
tor, and granted at the firſt | warrant you, Whereu — 
party is ht into the Conũſtory, where the Inquiſi- 
tor, as he were altogether ignorant of the matter, 
beginneth to talke with him much after this ſort: Sirba, 
your keeper came and told vs, that you were deſirous to 
come to your anſwer. Now ſay on, hat is your ſute? The 
| anſwereth, that he would be very glad to haue 
matter heard. And vnleſſe he look well about him,and 
be circumſpect in his dealing, very lothſomneſſe of his 
im ment, and fear of ps, driueth him to con- 
ſomewhat whereof he ſuſpecteth himſelfe to be accu - 
ſed. The which thing doth the Fathers good at their 
hearts, becauſe they are accuſtomed at this and ſundry o- 
ther ſeaſons,to grant the priſoners dayes of hearing, and 
to call them often into the Court before they ſhall know 
their whole accuſation, and all that is depoſed againſt 
them (which by order and common courſe of law ſhould 
haue beene the firſt act that ſhould haue beene done a- 


gainſt them) and all is to this onely end, to make the par- 
ty 
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ty vtter ſomewhat of himſelfe raſhly and vnawares, that 
they as yet know notof. They aduiſe him moreouer to 
let it come from himſelfe , promiling that if hee will ac- 
knowledge his faults voluntarily, he ſhall be foorthwith 
ſent home againe to his owne houſe, and bee diſpatched 
with all expedition, and dealt withall as gently as may be. 
But if for all theſe vaine and flattering promiſes he hold 
them hard, and ſland mute (as indeede it is beſt for him) 
they charge him earneſtly to disburden his owne conſci- 
ence: and when he hath bethought himſelfe, and is diſpo · 
ſed to confeſſe any thing, that then he ſhould ſue to come 
to his anſwer, ſay ing that in the meane time, they will 
conſider of his caſe, and ſo they remand him to priſon. 
Then after 6. or 8. dayes or mo as they thinke good, they 
call for him againe, and as ke him if as yet he be determi- 
ned to confeſſe ought. The priſoner anſwereth, either that 
he hath nothing to ſay . but that he is innocent, or perhaps 
confeſſeth ſome what. But whatſocuer his anſwer be, they 
are ſure ſtill harping on their old ſtring, vrging him to 
diſcharge his conſcience, and perſwading him that they 
goe about no other thing but to doe him good, and to 
procure his ſafety, of very loue and meere compaſſion 
which they take vpon him. Which gentleneſſe of theirs, 
and well meaning towards him, if he refuſe now, and ſer 
light by, he ſhall finde them ſharpe Iuſticers hencefoorth 

the Fiſcallinforme againſt him, and ſo ſend him againe 
to priſon. The Fiſcallis an officer which taketh all ſuch ac» 
culations as the Promoters bring vnto him, and by office 
is the onely pleader, during the whole timethatthe cau- 
ſes — were the Kings Atturney, hauing his 
name no 4a Fiſco, that is to 2 , the 1 
whole aduantage he is altogether, and from whence hee is 
anſwered his fee. 

At the third day ofaudience, the party is called for a- 
gaine, and demanded, if yet hee be reſolued what to doe, 


with earneſt requeſt after their accuſtomed maner, to con -· 
8.9 ſeſſe 
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felſe a troth of his oe accord: if not, tliey threaten to 
vic extremity towards him, and what they can do by law. 
And here they vaderitand by tus word law, extrenic tor- 
menting and mangling ot men, yea ſuch as their one 
one lawesdoeprooue very Innocents, ſaying hee may 
well allure him{clfe, that no man ſhall ſuſtaine any iniuty 
within their holy Othce , and that their faſhion is not to 
trouble any man but ypon good and ſufficient informati- 
on againſt him, with ſuch like talke, Howbcitzitthe party 
happen to diſcloſe any thing: nay (lay they) yet are we not 
latished,we haue not all you can ſay, e ſulpect you keepe 
{omething in of purpoſe,and ſo ſend him to priſon, put- 
ting him to further paine, and calling him ceram day by 
days they perceiue that by theſe means they wring more 
& more out of him though it be but by little & little. But 
if he Rand ſtoutely in the matter, giuing them dixect an- 
wer that he hath nought to ſay in that place, by a ſhiſt of 
deſcant (as it were )they try him another way, exacting an 
oth of him: & tu the intent to proue his zeal, they hold him 
an Idol, repteſenting the crucitixe, couered with a blacke 
lan, & certain other Idols, lot not what. They do alſo 
lay before him a Maſſe book ora Midlall, and ſometime 
the bare image of the croſſe. For ſuch deuices and foolith 
toyes as theſe be, they haue alwaies in a readines to vie as 
occalion ſerueth, & as they think moſt requilit, reſpecting 
the party whom they are to deal withall. Here is the Chri- 
flian man driven into a narrow ſtreight, ſo that he muſt 
needs vtter himſelſ) and plainly ſhew what he is in conſci- 
ence and in belief. For it he be a faithfull men indeed, and 
one that from the bottom of his heart abhorres Idolatry, 
having before his eies the fear of God moſt mighty & ica- 
lous, which in his moſt holy law hath reſerued this glory 
to himſelf, that we ſhould {wear by him alone, he will be- 
ware that in no wile he giue parttherot to ſuch vile Idols 
of wood or mettall ; which being made to reſcmble the 
highelt in ſhape, are ſo much the more abowinable 1 * 
ight 
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ſiglit of God, and of his congregation, Therefore a godly 
man will take heed of ſuch a wicked and vngodly oath» 
yea though he were to be totne in pieces preſently, ſeeing 
they be very Idols,and not God, to whe in alone that ho- 
nour belongeth, as the Inquilitours themſelues cannot 
lay to the contrary, After they haue thus pur him to Bi- 
oath, they begin to examine him vpon thele interrogatc- 
riet: What countrey man heeis aud vnder whole alle- 
gear ce, Ot what Province or Dioceile.[n what city,towr, 
or village hedwelleth. Who were his anceltors, & What 
their names were, What brethren or litters he hath, What 
his father and mother were, and what were their names: 
how they lived, and by what trade and occupation. It he, 
or any ot his Kindred at any time haue beene conuented 
before the laquiſitours, and vpon what cccalions, More- 
overgnany other things they inquire of him; as of his age, 
and trade ot life, where and with what manner of men he 
hath been molt converſant : and thus is he forced to giue a 
ſtraight account of his whole life, where he hath pailed 
histime yearly,and made his molt abode, anſwering to c- 
uery point by it ſelfe ſeuerally. For out of each of theſe 
queſlions they ferch no {mall arguments, wherewith they 
charge the poore ſoule afterward too too pittifully. When 
he hath anſwered to all theſe by-queſtions,;then fal they a- 
freſh to their old exhortation, ſometime by faite meanes, 
and ſometime by foule, aduiſing him to tell the truth 
frankely, atluring him, that they neuer cauſe any to bee 
arreſted without iuſt cauſe why, or without tufficient wit- 
neſſes:ſo that whether he confetle or no,away he goethto 
priſon againe. 

And in theſe three firſt times of hexring,a great ſort are 
either allured with their faire ſpeeches and promiſes, 
that they ſhall bee ſent home to ther owne houſes as 
ſoone asthey will confetle that that is demanded ofthemy 
or elſe of very awe and feare of their euill and mena- 
eing words, vtter many things whereof the Iaquilitors 

| knew 
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knewnotone iot before, becauſe none had informed 
them thereof, but themſelues onely ſuſpected, leſt they 
had been accuſed by ſome, with whom they had dealt 
heretoforein ſuch affaires. Thus betraying theniſelues like 
fooles, they bring other men into as cuill caſe as them- 
ſelues, which 2 neither feared any ſuch matter at all, 
nor the [nquilitors had euer heard any — of them be · 
fore. But moſt of all, hen they iue that theſe moſt 
holy Fathers, who hunt after nothing ſo much as daily to 
haue change of ſpo will take it thankefully at their 
handschenl labour — — meanes poſſible to curry fa- 
uour with them, to get themſelues rid out of miſery, and 
to be => —— liberty: — — — — to 
t — at the or very tri- 
matters, — themſelues and many — 
moe, by giuing ouer. much credit to the fair promiſes and 
oodly gloſes of theſe falſe and e Inquiſitors, 
want of skill how to behaue themſelues in their 
owne affaires, much leſſe able to iudge and diſcerne what 
opinion they ſhould haue of theſe Fathers, that is to fay, 
not to be fathers (as they glory to be called in deriſion of 
— piety, and fatherlineſſe) but their moſt cruell 
and deadl — which by craft, —— — lying, 
e 17 —— 
for, both life and goods ot the —— 
tall which — — = 
— — ydance, to wit, that he whoſe deſtinie it 
oa — by Gods ordinance and — to fall 
into their hands, beleeue neuer a word they ſay, 
they neuer ſo fairly nor be afraid ofthem, threat —— 
der they neuer ſo terribly: hauing alwaics before his eyes 
the loue and dread of him, who after hee hath killed the 
body, hath power alſoouer the ſoule to ſend it to hell fire; 
and hauing numbred the very haires of our head to the 
vrtermolt, ill not ſuffer the leaſt ofthem to periſh or fall 
to the ground without his good 400m” 
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The next lefſon is to keep his tongue for his life, & ſpeake 
For one word till the time that he hath heard his accufa- 


tion, with ns, whereunto he is bound by or- 
' der of law — — 


— ä — 


+ voluntarily: — — will deale with him as hardly 
as the law will permit them, if the Fiſcal once commence 

his ſute againſt him, And if he do yer perſeuere conſtantly, 
|  affrmivgthathehath no morets lay then readerhey vn 
to him a long inditement, & charge him with many great 
matters, falſ-ly forged and deviſed againſt him, ſuch as nei- 
ther the did euer ſo much as thinke vpon, nor any 
had accuſed him of to them. Forit is a point of cunning 
forſooth in this their crafty faculty, for the Fathers to make 
theſe great matters and — on their fingers ends 
for theſe ſpecial cauſes. F thus loading the poor many 
and laying to his many great and made matters, to 
into ſuch a maze, that being ſcarcely his one 
ſhall notwell know where heis, nor which way 
| — co make, Secondarily, to 
| — — m 


— nd or at the leaſt, if by 
4 — him in his tale, and > 
| catch — rh ONIONS 
whoſe cauſe theſe Fathers of the brag 


— — the ſilly 
take vpon them to very 
ET bent to do 
ofa fort of innocents, thus ſhamefully and moc- 
— ante cauſe? ? Do P/4-74+ 
(trowe ye)whereofthey 


euer any true Patrons 

— — or els vie them them · 
ſelues? Are theſe the moſt direct meanes e he 
icity hath 


ends. 
gone 
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gone aſtray from the truth and word of God, or to 
teach the valearned, or to correct and amend him, who 


bloc kes craftily and maliciouſly caſt for the nonce,to make 
him breake not onely his ſhinnes , but hianeckalſo, that 


and (ſimply ſhall paile t r. and loo kes not wa- 

Sainz And who — — thought (I pray 
that ney Fathers would haue _ — 
making ſuch mouſe-traps, and ſetting ſuch pittals? Bur 
how many good Chriſtians hauefallen into theſe fnares, 
to the great perili both oftheir bod es and ſoules onely by 
the meanes of theſe peſtilent and pernicious Ty- 
rants,Chrilt the ſearcher of ſecrets, and chiefe Inquiliror o- 
uer all at his generall doome, ſitting in his ſeat of Maieſty, 
will one day make mani 


"The begab Astouchingrheiracculaions the great and principall 


— matters here 


\ 


h they burden every one that commeth 
within their iuriſdiction, be theſe : Firſt, for that he being 
baptized, & vnder the obedience of the Church of Kome, 
forſaking her profeſſion and doftrine, is become one of 

Tathers diſciples, , by adaniriog.ond harbouring hw here- 
ſiet in his heurr; and yet not content therewithall to be an 
heretike himſelfe, hath ked and poyfore1 others by 
reaching & preaching - ſame herelies vato them. Andro 
this effect well neare, they vic many big words to make the 
ſimple folkeafraid withall, Next to this, they charge them 
alſo with other matters. ſometime of more importance, 


| ſometime of leſſe:Prouided alwayes, that the matter wher- 


of the is accuſed,be brought in, either in the begin- 
ning or ending, or elſe ſome other thing that ſome man 
him half ia a ĩealouſie for.Whichching they lay co his 
8 — —— 2 . dur moſt 
anſſantly afficmed and teſtified by witneiſes. For in this 


holy . 


— Wy 4 


— — 
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Conſiſtory they may do what they liſt, and what the 
— — {rx ist he party accuſed put tan wer S 
every article that is laid againſt him, ſeuerally and directly, 
either yea or no, as he thinketh good, having alwayesz 
clerke by him to record every word that he (peaketh After 
this examinationand confethion thus had & done Ex ce 
pere, without either order or any great aduiſement, they 
ſtraightway give him pen ãnłe , and paper to put in his an · 
ſwer in writing if he will; pretending hereby, that they 
work for him al the means & helps that may be to try hum- 
ſelf an honeſt man. And thus is this crafty Inquilition clo- 
ked with this goodly pretence ofequity & iuſſice, wherein 
very deed this is their fetch, that hearing him firil make one 
confeſſion by word of mouth ſuddenly and without ad- 
uiſement, and after that another with more deliberation in 
writing. they may ealily find ſome ods berwixt the one and 
the other. having neither any copy of his former confeſ- 
ſion to lay beforehim, nor being able for very feare & trou- 
ble of mind ro remember euery word that hath eſcaped 
him. But if there chance to be no contrariety, yet haply 
ſhall there be ſom hat either more or leile in the one than 
in the other. Moreover , it (tandeth him vpon to be able 
to chop logicke with them, and to find out ſuch contra- 
dictions as the other look for, becauſe his latter confeſſion 
penned with ſome diligence,alwaies miniſtreth ſome mat- 
ter of new cauillations, Which fetch of theirs whoſo will 
—_ and warily auoid, mult take heed he play mumme, 
on hand : and being mute in all other matters, crave 


onely this one thing at their hands, and that in as few 


and aptwords as he can poſſibly, to haue a copy cf his 

— — , — ———— nted 

him, that he may by leaſure, and with ſome ro0d delibe= 

ration make an{wer to fuch matters as are. lade ro his 

charge. But foraſmuch asthey(no doubr)wil not hold thẽ- 

—— — . , —— 
D 2 
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it both by mouth and by writing for the caufes before 2 


leadged, the muſt in any caſe ſee to himſelfe, and ſee k 
to eee nokes by ing them a ſhort anſwer:yea,be 
they neuer ſo full ofthei Cans and flouriſhes, or how 


froward or vntoward focuer they be, let them not get 


within him in any wiſe, but hold them offaloofe,and be a 


briefe with them as he can,Sor albeit theſe raueners be ve- 
ry greedy of that anſwer that was ſuddenly made, & with- 
out any ſtudy, yet ſet they moſt ſtore by that that was of 
his owne penaing, ſpecially if it beedone by one that is 
learned, whom by common and daily experience they 
know to be of that nature for the moſt part, that whiles 
they labour to auoyd matters of no importance by 
ſome nice conſtruction, they fall into diuers other abſurdi- 
ties, or at the leaſt, by vttering a little of their poore kill 
——— matter for — to quar- 
and cauill vpon. By meanes w many times ſuch 
learned clarkes, who at the firſt fell into their fingers but 
onely ſor trifles, were aſterward burdened with ſo many 
matters and ſo that they could neuer rid them - 
ſelues thence. til they went to the ſtake, or els endu- 
ring ſome other puniſument, led the reſt of their life in 
—.— ignominy, Wherof j could ſhew you 
but that 1 would be loth to fall from de- 
ſcribing the ſubtill ofthe Inquiſition, to diſcourſe 
in a manner ofa hiſtory. Wherfore,l hold him wiſe 
which can obſerue in that place,vpon a little ſtudy to make 
a briefe anda reſolute anſwer Chriſtian- like, ſo as he 


. d very good 

he make ſure his ſide by ſome 

and Care oftheir Canoniſts and Schoolmen (as they call them) for 

d dhall neither the truth be obſcured, noethels fo eatly 
| ma 


— — — — 
. 


— — 
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make a quarrel to his anſwer, being ratified and confirmed 
with his aduerſaries arguments. But whenſoever any ey- 
ther by writing,or word of mouth, confeſſeth any thing o- 
penly before them that is hereticall, they vie this order 
commonlyʒout of that one ſaying to draw & derive diuers 
others by hooke or crooke, & to charge him with each of, 
them ſeuerally, as if he had ſpoken and affirmed them all 
preciſely,though the party neuer ſpake them, nor then will 
grant them, nor greatly vnderſtandeth them, or wel know- 
eth what to make of them. As ſor example, I will report a 
thing that hapned at Sil a few yeares agoe: neither need 
Ito coyne any examples ina caſe ſo common as this is, 
that is almoſt in experience dayly in that holy Court of 
theirs,to the great loſſe and vtter vndoing of many filly 
and (imple ſoules. 

There was a certaine man cited before the Inquiſitors 
at Saul, for ſa — preſence of his ſamiliar friends & ac- 

— knew none other Purgatory but one, & 

at was the blood of Chriſt, which daily waſheth and pur- 
geth our linnes, The party who ſaid it, was but a ſimple 
— vp in the countrey all the dayes of his life, 
hauing no ſpark of good ciuility in him, or of any good e- 
ducation, and by chance hearing this on a time among cer - 
taine of hu companions, liked f very wellzbut now, 
comming before the Fathers for the ſame matter, told them 
plainly how he was of the fame mind once, marry fith it 
miſl;keth their worſhips,he is very well content to forſake 
it. But what did it auaile (thou ) to make ſo raſh and 
ſo ſudden a recantation?By confeſſing the matter, thou ſet- 


teſt them By keeping thy tongue, thou hadſt grie- 
ued them to very galles. — ing thy purgation, 
thou couldeſt but haue loſt thy labor. Vet this did not con- 


tent the cõmiſſioners, but there mult needs be ſome other 


uarrell — againſt him. For the Inquilitors Organs 

(borfoot went — tor want — & therfore they 

wult neceſſarily haue ſome _ to play vpon them, and 
3 


keepe 
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keep them from ruſting.Erge,f ,and conclude of this 
antecedent againſt this plough-man, the Church of 
Rome which in time palt hath determined the contrary by 
law, doth erre, aud the councel erreth alſo, and iuſtification 
commeth by faith only,wherein a man is made free & ab- 
ſolued a pane cage. To be ſhort, out of theſe th — ha 
rabble ot opinions and alſertions, which they call herelies, 
& charge the poor man with every of them as if he had af- 
firmed them all in plain tears, ſay he nay never ſoltomly 
that he knoweth nothing ofany ſuch matters, nor ſo much 
as once euer vpon them. Now who ſeeth not that 
this kind of proceeding in this — office it packed full of 
ſubt ill policies, and all the diuelliſh practices and devices 
that may be ? Yet herein is the mighty prouidence of God 
toward his elect ſpecially to be had in admiration , that 
theſe men wanting the means of calling & teaching which 
other men haue to inducethem by, in a place ſo quite con- 
trary to theſe means as is ſire to water, are both called and 
ht by God, hauing their eyes opened by him, & their 
— g lightened. For the luquiſitors themſelues, 
who ſeek vtterly to deſtroy and root vp all faith & truth, 
they (I ſay) by ſuch meanes as | haue before declared, art þ 
very , and furtherers of the ſane, as it 
is and manifeſt by many notable examples of ſun- 
dry perſons that haue fallen into their of pup for pra- 


raſhly and fooliſhly , rather then of purpoſe or adui- 
j chat there is no purgatory. and that it is a dreame 


and no ſuch thing indeedz whereas they haue been at their 
frlt comming in, ignorant in moſſ of the points concer- 
ning ſaluation, by their only queſtionings, collections, il- 

either in forme or out of forme , haue de- 
thence very well inſtructed:wherof this rude fellow 
of the countrey, of whom | laſt made mention, may bee a 
ſufficient teſtimony. Moreouer, if he party chance to con- 
ſeſſe ought, they vſe to haue another ready bayted, 
ſharpe and perilous enough, I warrant you : to wit, they 


enquire 
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enquire cf him whatſoever it be, cf v hom ke learned cr 
heard it, or if he haue haply read it in tome boo e or if hee 
have had any conference with ary other about the fame 
matter, or he himſelſe haue been an inſſructer to others, or 
by any meanes haue mentioned it in the preſence of any: 
in hat place he did ſo, and who they were that ſtood by? 
For whoſoever was preſent, whether they liked his talk or 
no, yea though it were his owne father, or nigher him, it 
nigher could be, they are {ure to buy it fulldearly : ti e In- 

uilicors will haue a flirt at them, becauſe they came net 
— made complaint thereof vnto them. All web 
things it bchooues a man greatly to be cunning in, that if 
it be Gods will that he fall into their hands, he may learne 
before hand out ot his holy word and willhow to t 
them, and prouide an anſwer to ſuch demands, el he vn- 
doe both himſclfe and others through his one folly and 
negligence. At the la(t,when his accuſation is read, if the 
party bean infant (as wetearme one within agg) they pro- 
vide him a Patron whom they call a Tutor. Avery godly rir . 
way (no doubthit ſuch a man were appointed to that place 
as would play his part ſloutly, and as it becometh him in 
reſpe of bis office. Howbeit he is no ſuch manner of man 
as theinfant would and ſhould have for the better brin- 
ging of his matters about, but one of their own choce, web 
either is a very wolfe to ioyn with them againt rhe ſimple 
lambe,or at the moſt, to land like a cipher in Arithmetick, 
and doe nothing but hill vp a place, and for faſhion ſake 
and order fland in flead ofa Tutor to perſorme the cere- 
monies and cireumſtances of the law. For moſt common- 
ly the Porter of their boly houſe ſerueth that turne,or in his 
abſence ſome other of the Porters lodge, and indeede but 
onely that he — bare name and —— of a Tutor, 
dealing in nothing that appertaines tothe office my Lords 
Muleter may eaſily be Tutor in ſuchſort to — com- 
—— the priſoners all at once. By reaſon whereot, the 

orter cannot alwayes bee ready to anſwer euery bo- 


dy 


The Adno - 


caſe. 
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dy that knocketh at the gate, And on this ſort dotheſe ho- 
ly 'Fachers fulfill the commandements of God, and the laws 


of man touching 
by the law of 


infants and orphanes, who as well 
as of nature, are commended ſo n_y 


totheconlideration and regard of all men, but moltchi 


Iy to ludges. 


Neither reſt they here, contenting themſelues to mocke 
the law in this point alone, but in another of more im- 


rtance: w heras the la 
haue his Aduocate , 


» that every defendant 
in the law, to 


pleade his cauſe, and order it diſcreet according to law 


and conſcience, and to defend their right if any t 
or at the leaſt to remper the rigor of the law, leſt it 
ſtrued and miniſtred with extremi 
— — — 

— withall;they deale with 
do inthe former 
ute do che ormertor pong 


onely becauſe itis a very 


haue, 


con- 


in this ſo waighty a 
ſoules haue to 


in like ſort 

them a Tutor and 
bare ceremony: 

waighty matter, therefore they 


— ſeeme full of curtelie and humanitie, and would 


—— 


them ſome one to 


— who in their iu 
belt learned. And what would a man 


eaſe any way.For he knoweth 
ſitors haue 


exeny mop For eee right lc 


fainecloke their wicked contempt of lawes with ſome 
they name vnto the party 3. or 4. of 
— to chuſe out of 
his cauſe, and beſides all this their 
(of fatherly affection I dare ſay) they aduiſe 
ts is the 
more? Yet 
— —— will bee ſure that 
doe him 

well, — — 

ſhall not ſ 
ning is leſſe then to prouide hi 


ui- 


* 
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both ag inſt Gods lawe and mans. For the Aduocate and 
his Clyent may not ſo much as haue a word together ſe- 
cretly of any matter, but in preſence and hearing of the 
Inquilitours or of ſome Notary. And what doth the Ad- 
uocate then would a man thinke ? Marry he receiueth his 
Clyents anſwer to the accuſation rude and rough hewn 
as it were, and that doth he ſmooth and ſet together in 
forme of la we ( yet ilfauouredly framed full oft, God 
wot ) and all this while'takech vpon him the name of an 
Aduocate, onely to delude the lawe withall, Butforward 
to our purpoſe, 

Within 2. or 3. dayes after the party hath had the copy 
of his accuſation, he ĩs called into the court, where his ad- 
uocate ſlandeth , like one that would — defend his 
Clyentes cauſe, and ſave all tuch matters as ſhuuld ſeeme 
to make againſt him, Then the lnquiſitour, asthough hee 
had done the party an high pleaſure,& diſcharged tus con- 
ſcience wholly for that part of the lawe, pointeth out the 

his Adyocate with his finger, and ſtraightway fal- 

into his old note, exhorting him to vtter the truth, and 
take heede to his conſcience, and if hee haue any more to 
ſay, to ſay it at once. All which time the Aduocate ſitteth 
or ſtandeth mute, and if he haue ought to ſay, yet dare hee 
not let it come out before hee haue made the Inquilitours 
of his — — _ t — is 
telling his tale, ſo eyeth the Inquiſitours, that one of their 
uy never off il the — Inquilitour is ſo much 
id leſt the prating Aduocate vtter ſomething raſhly & 
vnawares,wherin the Clyent might eſpy ſom what for his 
aduantage in lawe, and ſo auoyd the danger of their ſe- 
eret and hidden ſnares. The Aduocate on the other ſide is 
as much afraid, and quaketh euery part of him, leſt any 
word chance to flip him ſuddenly that the Inquiſitours 
happly ſhall not well like of, and therefore dare ſay no- 
= for his Clyent , but onely giue him a few wordes of 


d bid him bee of good cheer, and tell the truth 
E in 
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in any caſe, ſaying. that that is the to preuaile in 
this :and as for me ( faith he) willbeready todo 
for you the belt that I can. Then commeth the Inquiſitour 
in with his part, ſinging the ſame note, and ſo is the pri- 
ſoner ſent to his priſon againe. 

After this day of heating, the party beginneth to bee of 
better courage, hoping that his matter draweth nigh to an 
end : but it is farce — God knoweth. For many of 
them are forgotten: ſome for a yeare, or halfe a yeare, or 
perhaps fur three or fowre yeares, as it pleaſeth theſe good 
Fathers to deale with them, and there they lie in priſon, 
as it were a peece of leather that licth ſteeping in he tan- 
ners fatte. During all which time, they neither are called 
any more, nor one word mentioned for their deliuetance. 
Then, if any for very lothſomnes and intolerable filth 
by reaſon of their long impriſonment, do crave to come 
to their anſwer , ſome perhaps obtaine it, and ſome go 
without it : but in the end both their luckes are alike. For 
they that aſter long ſuite get a grant thereof , are com- 
manded into a Parler where they haue ſuch countenances 
made thetn, and ſuch ſpeach vſed towards them, that it is 
eaſie to be e{pied, that they haue no manner of regard vn- 
to them at all : and there ( forſoath ) they put them a 
queſtion a great deale meeter to be asked of men in a farre 
better caſethen they are in. As for the purpoſe: what their 
fureis ? or what they would have ? Whereunto each 
anſwereth,that he would bee glad to haue ſome end and 
determination of his trouble. Marry and thereabouts we 

o ( fay they) as carefully as wee can, and aſſure your 
we will aot forget you. But if he be earneſt to haue 

it determined, they bid him bethinke himſelfe then, 
and ſay the truth, asking him why hee no more regar- 
deth his conſcience #&c. At the length, laying the fault 
of his long impriſonment to himſelfe ( — hee 
hoon man would haue been content, if hee might haue 
his choyce,to come forth to the ſtake, rather thea to 


CON» 
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continue there ſo long) they ſend him to priſon againe. 
And albeit they — do grant 2 — 
daics of hearing: — he continueth his ſute, ſo kee 
they him off wich their accuſtomed delaies, till they t hinke 
it bee time to communicate vnto him the depoſitions 
made againſt him, which they terme the publication of 


the witnefles, 


0 Cnar. IIII. 
The publication of the wit neſſer 

Y long & loathſom time of impriſonment, in ſuch 

ſort as mis nature is not able to endureit any longer, 
when the poor ſoule in their judgements is brought ſo low, 
that he could be content to be delivered with all his heart, 
though it coſt his life, & therfore likely to tell all & more 
too, yea, euen as much as they themſelues can deinand or 
deſire they call him yet again before them, & in a ſpeech 
framed as it were a mean bet wirt a ſharprebuking & a gen- 
tle admonition, doe aske him how it happeneth that hee 
hath ſlipt his one matters ſo long, and uo at the length 
— — — and — — Vpon which 
point very in ing him : and then 
eyther on this or the — of — the ſcall en- 
treth his action againſt him, praying that publication may 
bee made ofthe witnelles: which being granted, forth- 
with the depoſitions are deliuered to the party, but yet 
without any names ſubſcribed. The order and pen- 
ning whereof is aſufficient declaration what great zeale 
this holy Court hath to bring the truthito light. For 


all things are ſo difficulcly reported and ſo abruptly ; ſo 
weelted and wrung with ſuch doubtfall tearmes 


of double ſenſe and vnderſtanding , that a man would 
iudge him ſure never well in his wittes that vttered 
them, And this is a peece of the Legerdemaine of that ho- 
ly Houſe, purpoſely inuented to drive the party alwaies 
into a doubt, euen of thoſe points which hee knowerh are 


alreadie depoſed againſt him. — , thit ſa nigh. 
3 a 
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as may be. he ſhould haue no maner of know of the 
who they were that did depoſe againſt him, lett 
hee ſhould take ſome exception againſt them. Fi · 
that if he have conferred with any other then his 
accuſers, concerning thole matrers whereof hee is accuſed, 
und knowing not who were his accuſers , 222 

to find them out, ſhould perhappes reckon vp all, and 
by that meanes bring a great {ort of mo ſiſhes to the In. 


quilitours holy Ang | 

And here de glad to know of theſe Fathers of 
the Faith, ſeeing they are ſo well learned in the law. (if they 
would be ſo good as to tell vs how it commerh about)that 
whereas thePablicatron of witneſſes is ordeyned of common 
right to bee vied ſincerely and plajoly , yet in this holy 
Court it hath no place, neither is allowed for lawe, by rea - 
ſon that the names of the witneſſes are ſ led, and ſo 
the one halfe of the law, yea the better halte of it, is curtal- 
led and quartered , and the reſidue neither vprightly han- 
dled, nor faithfully, but molt craftily and 7221 
will make relation hereaſter. And if an exception will lie 

— — = — 
vpon very and neceſlary con one, 
— and villaines ſhould not any way trouble 
nor moleſt honeſt men that are guiltleiſe and innocent, 
why is there no placein this molt Court for ſuch ex- 
ceptions?For in ciuillcauſes but of ſmall importance, they 
will not admit a mans enemy, nor a lyer, nor a defamed 
nor an Idiot, nora Bedlam, nor a drunkard, nor a 
„ nor a villaine, — kind of people to bee 
ſworne as witnelles : and who then (I pray you) hath 
enabled all this route of Rakehels , in matters of religion 
and the weightieſt cauſes that can bee, to bee accepted and 
admitted for witneſſes, and that their teſtimony ſhall bee 
received and reputed in matters touching life and death: 
A — condemne any man 
inthe leaſt trifles chat may come in queſtion betwixt man 


and 
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and man ? But here perehance they will ſay they deny not, 
but the party hath very good liberty * 
the witneſſes, if he could learne by any meanes or con- 
n(t him. Therefore if 
hee chance at any time to geiſe him right that hath thus 
teſtified againſt him, ſo that the Court judge him infuf- 
ficient, and doth therefore refuſe him, they have done no- 
table injury to both parts, or to one of them at the leaſt. 
Firſt of all to the witneſſe, by refuſing him now, if they 
did right before in ſuppreſſing his nate, becauſe the party 
ſhould not know him : next, to the party himſelfe , being 
now atthe content to admitte his exceptions, ſo he 
can geſſe or by other meanes learne his name, and 
haue ſufficient matter to charge him withall, and ſuch as 
may bee thought good cauſe of challenge: which ſurely in 
all indifferent mens iudgements that haue any conſciences 
at all, is an horrible and moſt deteſtable kinde of iuĩurie. 
Butto returneto their policies. The depoſitions of the 
wirnelles therefore is an euident prooſe, aſwell by their 
order and manner of examination, as alſo by their kind of 
— whether the lnquiſitouts haue kept 
exen/treet,or gone by crooked lane. For this is molt ſure 
that they are not commonly read to the party in ſuch ſort 
as the witneſſes haue but if any thing be vttered 
beſides by the witnelles that might make for the priſoner, 
or be conſtrued on his ſide they reiect all that as needeleſi 
and ſuperfluous, admitting onely that that maketh moſt 
againlt him, and clap on all that on their one biace ſide. 
For the further proofe and declaration whereof.it will bee 
worth the noting vato you, to ſhew what their common 
vſage is in regiſtring of ſuch depoſitions : As for example. 
. ( uppreſſing his name) ſworneand allowed, 
ce ſaub that her th. ſaid N.beardin ſuch a place, and ſuch a 
yeare, and of ſuch am — 
the times ) ſuch a , that the aforeſaid, that is to ſay, 
the party accuſed, ſad thus and thus, fe. And in their 
EZ Records 
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Records (which they call their Orginal proceſſe) th 
haue all choſe circumſtances at large, which — 
rr of the mat- 
ter: but in that —— co — = to 
the party — hae e thy lp eallthe cir- 
—— ofcimeand to whereby the par- 
n 2 accuſer ot witnetle, 
—— — ſech like words : A 
certaine perſon : another man : and 4 third perſon, In which 
kind of depolitions there bee c uy points and 
— — — hat is to witt: 
Whenſoeuer they lay that he heard it of 4 certame perſon 
whom be bath named, it is to be vnderiagdzthat the wit- 
neſſe heard che party himſelſe ſpeake ity and by the craftie 
conueyance of the Inquiſitors it is ſo brought about, that 
in the counterfeit copy which they deliver to the parties 
hands, ic ſeemeth as h he had heard it of ſome other 
mans mouth, becauſe he (hall not gheſſe who ic was that 
— with — — 

iuers well as with this man t 
him, ſnould no more know who hurt him, then he that 
eth at blind man · buffe can gheſſe who gaue him the 
And in this behalfe, if the — — to men- 
. — as the Court hath not — 
ormed of , are incontinently outlawed, an reputed 
as fauourers of heretickes,for ſuffering an hereticke to ſow 
ſuch peſlilent ſeedes among them, without making com 

— — thereof ſoorthwithᷣ co che Inquiſitors. But if the 
Jepolitions bee on this wiſe, That be beard it of another cer. 
2 be hath named, c. it is to be vnderſtood, 
witnelſe heard it by a. meane, and therefore will 
— nnd ne witneſſe, though he bee 
man good enough forthem , aud (fire to feede their ſuſ- 
piciops humors. The difference betwixt both theſe depo- 
ttions.is ao mo but this, that in the one this word 
aber js vd, that ger our in the former, which is 


onely 
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onely thus , that he beardit of 4 certaineperſon, ee: This 
” _— — — out of their IS 
hus e ſubtill and captious quiddities, the Inqui 

tours beguile many a Chriſtian olle that — 
their cunning dealings, but thinketh himſclfe ſafe enough, 
becauſe he ſeeleth his conſcience free from vttering any 
vntruth. And truely it is greatly to bee lamented , that 
fuch e wrerches being guiltletſe (God knoweth) a 
eat ſort ofthem ſhould be ſo hemmed in of theſe crafty 
Carch les ſo farre beyond all humanitie, for want of a 
little skill in theſe their ſubtill and ſlightfull devices, Wher- 
in this counſell of ours (perbaps) may doe them ſome 
manner of pleaſure, for the more eaſie eſpying and auoy- 
ding of thele their policies, I he defendant therfore mult 
take heede that he not one word at this day of hea- 
— — tothe confutation of that which the wit- 
athirme,yea though it be as falſe az God is true, and 

he himſelfe neuer ſo well able in his owne judgement to 
anſwer it preſently leſt the Inquiſicours by therr imporru- 
nity happen to wring out ſomewhat from him on a ſud- 
dune, as they vie to deale with divers, Onely let him this 
dogzthat is to lay, craue a Copy of the depoſitions, and 
licence to anſwer them in writing by leaſure and with de- 
liberation, againſtche next Court day, or ſo ſoone as he 
can conueniently. In which anſwer, let him fee in any 
caſe that hee o thoſe things, whereof in theaccula- 
tion made by the Fiſcal, I haue — him inſtructions be- 


After he hath obtai — nt- 
—U—ää4 —— —— 


and who not, and whether their teſtimony be able and 
ſufficient to condemne him in theſe matters het in they 
beare witnes with the other, or no. As for his Aduocate, he 
is but onely for faſhion ſake, and it were as for him 
to haue one of clouts, for any helpe that he is like to haue 
at his hand, much leſſe( may ye thinke) at the Inquiſiors, ,; 
But as concerning $witneiles, two that heard it of report Ae 

are 


— 
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are in this lawleſſe Court as as one that heard it of 
his own mourhzſo that two ſuch wirneſſes of herelay, and 


one that heard it of the parties own mouth, areenow to 
— 5 —— is to — that the kee- 
of the laquiſit urs priſon, whom they common 
2 2 — is as good as two of the — 
And therefore lor ſuch mattrers as he hath ſeene and obſer- 
ued inthe priſon, his onely teſtimony is ſufficient to con- 
demneany whom he himſelfe accuſeth. ea, and in ſome 
caſes one onely witneſſe, though he haue nothing but by 
hereſay, yet is he ſufficient to put the party in icopardy of 
the racke, it he haue not ſome iuſt cauſe of 2 
ainſt him. But if there were any at all. or regard of 
ice in this Court ſo farre from all conſcience, it were 
in all godly and indifferent mens judgements, 
———— —— neal 
| ty int ons which I 
—— flat deniall of that, which 
onely of hereſay, were this word other 
there or no. Where with the Inquilitors ſeeke to ſalue the 
matter, and to ſaue themſelues, being indeed but a 
falſe and a frivolous cauill, onely, to colour alye. For ſo 
ſhould it fall out in the eng,that he who de nothin 
but of hereſay, ſhould, as right and reaſon is, be 
— —— —8 of his owne pre- 
ciſe knowledge, be likewiſe reiected, if there were juſt cauſe 
of exception: ſo that both their ſecret practiſes ſhould bee 
auoyded, andtte lnquiũũtours enforced to lay away all 
this their double dealisg. and to tell him plainely that the 
—ͤ—ũ——m— . iuJ— —r 
 toavoydit more ſubſtantially. But w iſt ſhould a man 
make in ſuch a caſe ? For, the law in their one 
hands like Lords, nay, like cruell Tyrants rather, 
when they know the witneſſe had it at the firſt hand, 
yet w ill tbey — —— 
the exceptio of the party wh the witnes to be none 
oO 


mentioned 
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2 — report, and will afterward or- 
derthe matter as it — — them, whiles the party ſu ppo- 
ſeth that hee hath ſufficiently auoided that witneſſe, and 

thin keth himſelſe ſure enough for him. Let him therefore 
| welland warily caſt with himſelfe aforehand, or rather 
pray vnto God to reueale vato him, what is to bee done in 
this perplexitie. 

Furthermore, in this holy Court euery Jahn. Voter may 1 p. 
bee a promoter, and euery frantike Bedlam that is be- , r. 
ſides himſelfe , every varler or villaine , and fo forth ay ther 
every one of the 24. orders, bee he a _ neuer ſo much {5 4 
diſabled in law to be a witnes, For a hungry hunter, & one — 
that is greedy of his game, will be glad of every curtalled 
curre that will do him ſeruice to bring home his prey. 
But if the Promoter in his information chance to want 
words of weight, or to miſplace them, or haue forgotten 
the — which hee heard the partie ſay, ſo he can 
hit of the matter, and remember the ſubſtance, the Inquiſi- 
tors by vertue of their office inſtruRt him, and bring it into 
his remembrance again : In ſo much, thatoftentimes the 
Promoter will tell ſuch a tale as neither he heard, nor euer 
meant to tell, but euen as they themſelues haue prom 
ted him word by word : which a man mayw Ithinke 
u not all of the belt ſort. Yer God hath ſometimes ſo 
blinded their ſenſes & vndetſtandings, that they haue quite 
forgotten both themſelues & all their one practices and 
deuices. As it came to paſſe at Sui, tht a certaine fran- 
tike woman, in the abſence of her keeper chancing to 
breake looſe, and to vndoe her bolts & irons wherein ſhe 
was fettered in a certaine godly mans houſe, came to the 
Iaquiſitours to the caſtle Tua, and there had almoſt dif. 
covered to them the whole alſembly of the congregation, 
which in that great cittĩe heere and there met in corners, 

The which ( no doubt) had beene a alone for them, 
but that God meruellouſiy defended that good flock of 
| his, being at that time very ſmall in compariſon, and farre 
| F vnable 
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vnable to abide the puniſhments which ſince that time 
they haue for the profeſſion of Chriſt endured moſt con- 
Rantly.. This woman before ſhe fell mad was one of the 
chiefe in the con ion : | meane for ſeruencie ofxeale 
and skill in holy {cri farreaboue that which a man 
would look forat a womis hand. By means whrof, ſhe was 
very well acquainted with — » who in this perillous 
time profetled the Goſpell of Chriſt, but in the heat of her 
phrealie all her former loue and zeale that ſhe bare toward 
the congregation, turned into an extreme and 2 
deadly hatred, ſhe ſo vehemently againſt the aſſem - 
bly of yod! — 2 all her madding time ſnee had 
nochingells her mouth, but cryed vpon the Inquilſi- 
tors on this ſort: Fire and fagots, fire and burne them;polleiled 
(no doubt) of ſome euil ſpirit labouring quite to overthrow 
that good Chriſtian tion by the. meanes of that 
mad. woman. Therefore ſo ſoone as euer ſhe was got looſe, 
ſhe went (traightway with all ſpeed to the Caftle where the 
Inquilicours lay, & there knocked at the gates, which were 
opened vato her by and by , as commonly they are not 
frait kept ypon any that can informe that holy Court a- 
gain(t a ſoxt· of poore innocents, Wherupon at her firſt en- 
trance within t + ſhee required that in all haſte ſhe 
t come to the ſpzech of the Inquiſuours. Who 
ſtraightway aſſembled all together in their Parler, as it 
were to conſult about ſoine waighty atfares , and ſent for 
the woman before them to heare what ſhe could ſay, Who 
immediatly decared vnto them, that ſhe had brought them 
a Bedroll of Lutherans that ſwarmed abroad in the Citie, 
vhiles they that ſhould _ ſee to ſuch things , far 
idle within and over-ſlipt their matters : andiſo began to 
reckon them, & it ſhe had proceeded,ſhe had appeachedto 
the number of 300.and above, that were very earneſt pro- 
feſſors of the Goſpell: but that the Inquilitours aſtonied at 
this ſuddaine light, and meruailing at the firſt What this 
ſhould meane ( for till that time there had been little talke- 
or 
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or none of any Lutherans ): beſides, eſpying many madde 
toyes which ſhe vſed in the telling of hertale(which was 
a truth indeede as ſhe reported it) cauſed her to ceaſe her 
prating in good time, Yet becauſe they would not bee 
thought negligent in doing their dutie,though the matter 
were but of ſmall importance, they kept the woman till, 
and ſent forthe good man in whoſe houſe ſhee was kept, 
whom ſhe meant to haue made foreman in her bil, becauſe 
he had enteated her ſomwhat roughly at ſuch times as her 
betes were vpon her, to the end to make her leaue her ra- 
uing. The mans name was Franciſco 4 Cafra, the Parſon 
— Vincente. — — was impri- 
for religion & away by a miraculous means: 
— the very brit triumph ouer the Luthe - 
rans, they burned his picture. When hee was fetc ht and 
ht afore them, being takẽ for a good honeſt man, they 
asked him what the woman meant by talking of ſuch a nũ · 
ber of Lutherans, & c. but he forthwith forcing a laughter, 
fained himſelfto maruaile at them, in that they 
her not to be beſides her ſelfe jdeclaring vnto them, that ſhe 
had bio in that plight by the ſpace oft wo or three moneths, 
in ſo much that he was conſtrained to beate her and binde 
her, as was to ſee by her ſhoulders both blacke and blue, 
& by the print of the Irons on her legges : adding morec- 
vers that befor Gods ſake and in the way of charity kept 
her at his houſe : from whence ſhee brake looſe, cauling 
him and his whole houſhold to ſeeke her over all the city: 
howbeit he was now right glad that he had once met with 
her againe,and found her ſafe. As for the Lutherans whom 
ſhe prated of ſo much, he told them, that during thetime of 
her fits, ſhe had none ovher ſong,as molt commonly mad 
folke will be alwayes talking of ſome one ſpeciall matter 
or other, And for the fetters wherein ſhe was chayned at 
his houſe, if it were their pleaſures either to ſend any to ſee 
them, or to make enquiry of his neighbors about him, they 
Gould findall things fo as he had reported, and 5 
F 2 beſought 
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— them, that ſome of their ſeruants might take and 
bind the woman, and bring her home againe to his houſe. 
Whereat the woman fell into a great rage and exclamati- 
on, that all the caſtle rang withall, ſaying ſhee was not 
mad, but hee was the greateſt and ſtarkeſt Lutheran in 
all the City that laded her with lrons, and ſcourged her 
dayly moſt pittifully. At which words they all fell in a 
great laughter, and thereupon commanded their ſer- 
uantstotake and bind her, and to carry her to her old 
home againe, andro her cold lrons, commending him 
greatly for his good worke, in taking vpon him ſo great a 
charge as to deale with a madde woman, and to ſeeke 
meanes to amend her; aduiſing him hencefoorth to make 
her ſurer, leſt ſhe ſhould chance to breake looſe hereafter, 
and make as much buſineſſe at ſome other time. Thus the 
Inquiſitours forgetting themſelues and their owne practi- 
ces, loſt at this time as great a prey, asall that amounteth 
vnto which they had beene ſcraping and gathering toge- 
ther in the harueſt time and increaſe of the Church for 
two or three years before. But to returne to our matter. le 
is furthermore to be conſidered and obſerued in this holy 
Court, that the Promoter never ſpeaketh in open Court 
againlt any perſon, but onely the Fiſca/, who is, as it were, 
an —— — to mooue the Court in all the mat- 
ters that are brought vnto him, and to take all the infor- 
mations, and follow them accordingly, ſo that the Pro- 
moter ſerueth him for a witnes, Whereof, like (as of other 
things) I need not to bring any other prooſe or teſtimony 
then their owne. Let every man therefore iudge by what 
rightor reaſon they doe it. 
5 C HAP. V. 
The confutation of the witneſſer. 

T Hen after 3.or 4. dayes, the party is commanded to 

come before them,and to put in his anſwerto the de- 
— s. And with him commeth alſo his Aduocate. 

here I ſhould not forget to tell you by the way, — 

- * 
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whereas it is the part of every Aduocate in all juſt cauſes 
diligently to conferre with his Client about the iti- 
ons, and to aduertiſe him which bee the chiefe and 
principall points that require anſwer , and notonely thus 
to do, but alſo to draw the anſwer himſelfe , and ſet it in 
ſuch order as molt may further his Clicts cauſe (elſe wher- 
to doth an Aduocate ſerue but for ſuch purpoſes ?) they 
leaue the ſimple man to himſelſe, ro deviſe and diſpoſe it 
as well as he can, hauing none in the world to helpe him, 
faue God alone. And if you aske this holy Court the que- 
ſtion, why they doe in this behalfe breake and contemne 
this cultome, which doubtles proceeded of the very law of 
nature, they can yeeld you no reaſon for it, not make j ou 
any other anſwer, but onely this: Forſooth there is a great 
di betwixt this boly Court, and other common 
Caurti. In very deed they ſay truth,and fo it is: for all their 
nice quiddities were not worth a (traw,ifthe parties might 
there frankly and freely defend themſelues by ſuch means 
as are to them by all lawes allowable. But when the party 
hath already framed his anſwer fo well as he can, then in 
— time his Aduocatecommetk in, to play his part at 

length. Who very warily (|warrant you) and circum- 
if as he knoweth full well it ſtandeth him vpon, dea- 
ling in, ſo dangerous a caſe, Jeſt he likewiſe, ere hee 
be aware, fall intotheInquiſitors hands by ſome little o- 
verſight, declareth vnto his Client openly before the In- 
quiſitors, which depoſitions they be that touch him nigh- 
eſt,and what be the matters that are prooued againſt 
him, who be witneſſes with the witneſſes, and who nor, 
and that there is no to be done any way but one, to 
gheſle if it be poſſible who is his accuſer, and co deviſe ex- 
ceptions againſt him. And yet it is not beſt for the Aduo- 
cate here to be ouer buſie in prating tothe party, or to put 
him in mind of any further matter that might doe him 
good,more then he by aduiſement and leaſure can pick out 
of himſelfe. n giueth — 

3 
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ber himſelfe, and call his wits together when/he is moſt 
at leaſure, with whom he hath out at any time, be- 
cauſe it may be that ſome of his enemies haue accuſed him 
— For if there be any apparant matter 
ot ſome ſpeci Ul that hath beene berwixt the par- 
ty and his accuſer, this is all and the onely cauſe of cha- 
lenge that this Court will admit againſt any witnes what- 
ſoeuer. Furthermore, he declareth vnto him, that he may 
refuſe peremptorily ſuch witneſſes as haue varied in their 
tales, or be his enemies, as is aboue- ſaid: or if he can brin 
mo witneſſes, to proue that he hath alwayes beene an ad- 
uerſary to that whereofheis accuſed, and one that hath 
rather frequented and dayly beene converſant in thecon- 
trary. And here is all the that the poore Clicnt hath 
at his Aduocates hands. Whereupon hee is remanded to 
priſon againe, with this Item alwayes, that he vtter the 
truth, with a few menacing words now and then enterla- 
ced, more then well doe them, that if he will noc 
— — they —— — by ex- 
tremity of lawrwhereby it is giuen the ro , 
that. he ſhall be hencefoorth — and 
more hardly dealt withall inſomuch that after three or 
foure dayes reſptte giuen him to call his wits together, 
and to remember himſelfe, they ſend for him againe, and 
aske him whether he bath yet he hi & haue 
ouglu to ſay. But whether be hath, yea or uo. his Aduo- 
— — —uyL names of any of his 
i oraccuſers, Wherin iſ the party can calany thing 
certaigly to mind, he declares it vento the Inquilitors, pra- 
ing them to conſider, whether ſuch and ſuch men be not 
his accuſers, bet wixt whom and him there hath heene an 
old » Which as yet reſteth betwixt them vncons- 
2 Howbeit if he gheſſe not aright, beſides this, that 
werbende ed — — 
oure dayes in is quiteloſt, 
acculation abidet 12 But if he * 
gheſſe 
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gheſſe right, his Aduocate asketh him whatexceptions he 
can fake againlt ſuch as he hath named, but dares not for 
his life di tell him that he hath gheſſed aright,for itis 
not good for him | wis to talke ſo plainely. Vet when the 
Aduocate hath heard his Clients exceptions, and taken the 
names of ſuch witneſſes as he nameth vnto him for proof 
thereof, being now at more liberty then before, he taketh 
vpon him the charge to examine thoſe matters by interro- 
gatories, and further demandeth of his Client, if he be able 
to bring-in prooſe for his better jon , that he hath 
beene a friend to the Fryers and Monkes, and familiarly 
acquainted with them, and diligently obſerued and kept 
alland ſingular the cuftomes, rites, and ceremonies of the 
Church of Rome, and vſed to come often toſhrift, and to 
receiue his maker; and in paſſing by any image or croſſe, if 
he haue done to them their due reverence that it may ap- 
peare that he is none of Zathere ſect. Finally, if hee can a- 
uerre generally, that he hath beene contrary to that 
— —— t if he proffer — 
prooue , iſtors by folemne act in law 
doe openly declare in Court, that ee content that he 
ma ke hi jon accordingly within ↄ. dayes next after, 
The w whereof,after that the party bath | mg 
inthe names oft — inſt him, 
relteth wholly on the Aduocate, 28 l a little be · 
fore. Howbeit every man hath not thus much fauot ſhewed 
him to make his purgation on this ſort, but onely in ſuch 
caſes, where the witneſſes in their depoſitions agreed not 
— — with themſelues in their 
owne tales, For ot they haue but ſmall ſuccour or 


none at all to auoyd them by making their one 
— admitted to take exception againſt the 
witneſſes (as I ſaid before)if they can deuiſe whethey be. 

is 


- And whent proceeded thus farre, let him 
perſwade himſelfe, that God hath brought him thitherfor 


tryall of his fayth, whether it be pure and perfect; yea. 
or 


Matth-10. 
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or no. For if he, vpon hope to auoide the preſent perill of 
the body , determine. to de ach er his cor in 
procuring his purgation by meancs id, albeit he be 
throughly quit io this Court concerning his duty & obe- 
dience to the Church of Rome and her Idolatries : yet bee 
he well aſſured, in that generall day of doome which will 
be ſo terrible to all creatures, & in the judgement of Gods 
true Church, it will fall out again(t him farre other wiſe. It 
ſhall therefore ſtand a man in this caſeto look well 
about him, and to enter into his one conſcience, and ſe- 
cretly debate with himſelſe the cauſes of his impriſonment 
iligently. For if it befor the glory of God, and the free 
of the truth. and he forſweare Chriſt, treading the 
of his teſtament vnder his ſeet, & denying the truth 
wherunto God hath called and raiſed him out — 
of darkneſſe, ignorance, and (in, hoping by the 
and damnable meanes to eſcape the tytanny of men, 
perhaps he may doe ſo for a ſeaſon, and purchaſe the favor 
of men again : but let him him be molt aſſured, that he ſhall 
never eſcapethe ſharp and molt juſt judgement of God, 
from whoſe truth he is revolted : whoſe power is not only 
over the carcaſſe to kill the body, but afterwards to throw 
the ſoule into vtter darkneſſe. Therefore if hee haue any 
— — him, or any zeale either of 
, or loue of his owne ſalvation, or that the au- 
thoricy of our Redeemer may waigh with him any thing 
at all, ſaying: Whoſe demeth mee before men, him will I deny 
— Father: and he that acknowledgeth me before 
men u will 1 alſo acknowledge before my Father and bus Angeli 
in beavers cc. he will wholly reit vpon that authority, and 
ſticke to his tac kling ia that pinch,and vtterly renouncing 
with heart and mouth all theſe meanes to ſaue this tempa- 
rall life, offred vnto him by his Advocate and the ludge 
(whereunco he cannot giue his conſent without great diſ- 
— nan HET, owne ſoule) will 
yeeld a plaine and open con of his faith, — 
imſolle 
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himſelfe athouſand times in better caſe, that God hath pre- 
ſerued him to that inſtant, to ſuffer ſome affliction for 
Chriſts ake , battering in pieces this earthly tabernacle, 
that is to ſay,a full weak and wearyiſh body, for fo ne ble a 

uarrell as is the honor of God and the building vp of his 
Church. for theſe curſed meanes to ſaue a mans life( which 
that holy houſe, the very ſinke of fin and iniquity, vſeth, of 
like curteſie and compaſſion as is in, the Cracadile, to grant 
to theſe poore ſoules) ate not here reported, to the end 
that the godly ſhould learn hereby the ſhifts to ſave them- 
ſeluet, but tather, that by knowing them, they ſhould vt - 
terly auoyde and abhorre them, and that the world may 
ſeethatall the deuices and policies ot this holy Inquiſition 
tend to no other end. but after they haue layd their cruell 
hands, continually ſtained with the bloud of ſome of the 
Saints, vpon any perſon, if he relent and tecant Gods glo- 
rious truth, ſo to deſtroy him both body and ſoule . it o- 
cherwile, yet at the leaſſ to kill his body, ouet which alone 
their power is able to extend it ſelſe in ſuch as liue in the 
feare and ſeruice of God duly and truly. 

Thus, aſter that the hath endured two or three 
montha in priſon at the diſcretion of theſe good Fathers, 
they ſend for him foorth once againe to the place of this 
combate:where the Inquiſitor beginneth to declare vnto 
him, how that the witneſſes which he brought for his pur- 
— haue beene heard what they can ſay, and therefore 

delireth to ſee hat he can ſay for himſelfe, or elſe to 
draw to an end. Then he, after their accullomed manner, 
falleth to ex hortation that hee tell the truth, which is al- 
wayes one peece of their talke, ſo that I beleeue, a man 
ſnould tell them a good long tale, ere they would be ſatish- 
ed. Whereunto the — them ſuch reaſonable an- 
{wer as = —— - — his one caſe. — 
diuert they vſe to put ſun ueſtions, & le them in 
their one anſwer — . p by the in — 
ling at every letter and "_mn_ like to ſubtill 8 

When 


auc. 
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ſpoken all that he hath to ſay , the 


zand the lnquiſi- 
. — 
ſentence when and what they liſt or like themſelues, the 
Diuines & Monks, and other ofthe Clergy firſt waighing 
and conſidering ſuch things as the party hath vttered tou- 
ching doctrine and faith, and ſo valuing it after their one 
rate and —ͤ— — touch, which 
—— — we, At what time if the par · 
7 able to prooue ally , that he neuer dealt in 
——— — — owne 

call 5 bereſier, either they ab- 

and give him his Quicrav eff, or elſe molt com- 
monly vſe to order the matter, and giue iudgement ac- 
cordingly as they haue him in a certaine i and ſu- 
ſpicion (til either more or leſſe : Providing es, that 
none paſſe their hands without ſuch markes __ 
as he ſhall carry with him to his graue, in token that 
hach bin within the Inquiſitors 
monly theſe : Confiſcation of 


ws. The marks are com- 
goods, impriſonment 
ofit: A white linnen gar- 


during life, or for a 
The _egalh- ment wich aved — and laſt of all, 
* 


ſlander and ny to all his ſtocke and po- 
ſuch as never will be worne out, as ſhall be hereaf- 
ter declared. But if the party ſhrinke not for the matter. but 


conſtantly continue fo confeſling the truth, or diſaffirme 
ES ſhim, having not excepted 
haue 


the witneſſes, he is ſure ro try the torments:where- 
now to lay ſomewhat, 
CAT. VI. 
The condemnation to the racke and the manner of 
the execution thereof. 
gd condition of the godly (gentle reader) 
—_— euermore — — —— 
very mi in compariſon ne Whicg 
the wicked and vngodlyenioy in this Leg grow 1 
ng 
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Chriſts owne Goſpell 
—— gs — inte 
— — , and ee dey new eu 


heard ſome ſufficient bore And ahem 
ous dealings and ſubti which — 
ready, be ſuch as any — — 
content to be by law, reaſon, or equitie , would 
ras tay intolerable: yet in of theſe that 
ue hereafrer , which lam now to ſhew, will 
ſeeme not onely ſuſferable, but very reaſonable and full of 
equity and good conſcience. For they doe farre exceede all 


I may well fay all brutiſh and beaſtly 
madnes, —— — liken them — 


thing in the world, then to that which they do moſtliue- 
© , and from whence they proceede , that is to 
Sarhan their Syre: ſo that the diuell, though hee ſhould 
force himſelfe is not able in matters to 
men, no nor in any thing elſe in the whole world, togoe 
—— — teſe heir moſt daten and _ 
examples of tyranny : neither any mans 
in his belly, that can teares reade or heare theſe 
— — that — — in rifling this butchery, 
e elt trifling occaſions, yea 
deren God knoweth) are made a way. 
——— whole world, and 


— their hood of holineſſe, wherewith they haue 
all mens eyes, and abuſed the whole world hi- 


2 be once giuen may it be to the 
racke, the — — till the great day of 
their g at what time he commeth out into o- 
— — to heare 
— pronounced vpon them. and euer man 

foorthwith to receiue his ——— 
hee be found not guilty , _ = quic by — 
r 
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For then is he kept in priſon ſtill by the ſpace of 2. or 3. 
— cher\ ci world may thinke that 
healſodeparted out with the reſt. And this forſvoth is one 
ot their holy deuices, becauſe they would not be thought 
to lay their hands vpon any perſon raſhly , or without 
good cauſe why : as they are wont oftentimes to tell the 
parties by the way, in ſuch exhortations as they make vn- 
to them, to vtter the truth. The holy houſe is ſo perſwaded 
of their one doings , that what extreamity ſoeuer they 
ſhew vnto the priſoners, yet they think they do vnto them 
no iniury, Howbeit divers of them, whom they ſhew ſpe- 
ciall fauour vnto for certaine cauſes co them knowne, are 
ſer at liberty, and ſent away to their oe houſes two or 
three dayes before the great day of their ſolemnities, cau- 
ſing it to —— — they were accuſed by falſe 
witneſſes. Yet is this their ſlye dealing open enough to any 
man that liſt to mark it, even by this one thing, that a man 
ſhall never fee any ſuch falſe witnefles openly puniſhed 
therefore, which in all other caſes are accuſtomably molt 
ſharply ſeen vnto. But if they be determined to put any 
man to therack at ſuch time as he leaſt looketh for it, then 
ſhall he be ſure to be brought into the Audience: Where all 
the lnquiſitore, or the — of them, lit in their 
ſeates of Maieſtie,. and them the Prowiſor, as they 
tearme him, or deputy Ordinary of the Diocelle, like a 
ſhepheard ready to flea one of his own flock, who of duty 
ought to be preſent, as well to heare the ſentences giuen, 
as to ſee execution miniſtred. And at this Court-day th 
declare vnto the priſoner, how the Inquiſitours, with 

the learned Councell, haue deepely conſidered his whole 
— Yr hand, thatthey haue found it out for 
a ſurety that he will not wholly declare the truth, & there- 
fore are reſolued, —U— — and there be 
ſpurred certaine queſtions, and ſo by hooke or by croałke 
will wring it outofhim,will he, nill he: therefore they ad- 
viſehum to do it voluntarily, as he will avoyde the * 

an 
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and perill oftheracke. Whereunto they ioyne a certaine 
exhortation » which they intermingle with ſome ſowre 
ſpeech of lugh andthreatning words, and ſet it cut with 

reat ſeueritie of countenance , rehearling vnto him all 
the ſeuerall torments of the racke as terribly as they can 
deſcribe them, to make him quake in euery ioynt of him, 
Yet whether he confeile.or not confelle, all is one, for to 
the rack he muſt go, Wherupon they ſend forthe Officer, 
& command him to haue the party into that place where 


The place 
where the 


Racke ſlandeth, which commonly is a deepe and a ers ere 
darkedungeon vnder the ground, with many a doore to ove. 


paſſe thoro ere a man can come vnto it, becauſe ſuch as 
are put thereto, ſhould not be heard to ſhrike or cry: lu the 
which place there is a ſcaffold reared j where the /ngw/- 
tour, the Prowſor, and the Clerks do fit, to fee the Anato- 
mie made of him that is brought to them. Then thelinkes 
being lighted, and all the players entred that haue parts in 
this rapgedy, the Executioner, who tarriethlalt ro make 
all faſt (as they ſay) and to fee — — in before him, 
commeth alſo at the length, and of himſelfe alone maketh 
a ſhew worthy the ſight,more then all the reſt of that rout, 
being wholly arrayed all ouer from the top of his head to 
che lle his foote in a ſute of blacke canuas, ſuch as the 
ſuperſtitious Spaniards weare on M thurſday, hen 


rhe d/ſery- 
tron of the 


they ſcourge and whip themſelues, as the cuſtome is in pe. 


moſt places vnder Popery, if notin all : much likethat 
Il chat the diuells — vſe here with vs in 
'ngland. Moreover, his head is covered with a long black 
hood that reacheth over all his face, hauing two little peep 
holes to ſee and all to this end, to make the poor 
ſoule the more afraid both in body and mind, to fee one 
torment him in the likeneſſe of a diuell. O Lord, ſuch are 
their holy guiles, 

After that the Lords be ſet downeeach in their places, 
—— ꝛgaine, and exhort him afreſh to 
ſpeake the truth freely and velunnellys otherwiſe at his 

3 


owne 
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owne perill be it. For if either his arme, or his legge, or 
any ioint bebroken in the Rack , — 
— — to dye thereof (for more 

ly than ſo, they mean not to deal with him) let him 

no _ 2D For — haue 
— — m are now ed in 
man, and therefore are 
—̃ X— by meanes of 
dye thereon as innocent as the 


Rack, 


child new — — — 
nacing words, —— — 

ſhrke naked, be it non — 

knowneto vethemol hoe 

tron in all the 


(as 
dry ſuch in this aw a our hg hoot 
not halfe ſo great in reſpect — — preſent- 
endure, as it is to be ſeen naked in ſuch a preſence, 
——— — — Villaines 


_ that neither — — 


. 


them brſt to be 


—— and ſmockes, and 
then out of them alſo welnigh ( your reuerence) vp 
to their on a cloſe hi breech. & at- 
ter that make bare their arms alſo to their ſhoulders, as tho 
the Wrench and — areabout to tor- 


ment them, were not able to linnen, or as tho 
their linnen breeches more couer thoſe 
partes, which 


may bee aſhamed ro ouer then 
could their (id — — — 
Rammes declare how will not loſerthacdiuelliſh 
ſure which they take in — x 
tnoug 
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though the poore wretches that ſuffer this, buy it both 
with and ſhame h full dearely. The which 
| thing is a good n, why that after this ſhame- 
| fulland ent dealing of theſe Fathers of the faith bee 7 
| once noyſed and bruted abroad, they whoſe wiues or 
hters eyther haue already , or may hereafter fall, or 
r in this the holy Fathers Lale handling v ſuſ- 
fering this ſhamefull villany , ſhould be vtterly abhorred 
and ſhunned of all the oe, aſwe l 
of Papiſts as of other, — — 0 
and chaſtity of their daughters and wiues aboue 
all other treaſures. But to returne to our purpoſe. 
When the parties are thus (tri out of all their 
clothes, be ĩt he or ſhee, into their linnen breeches, they 
ſignifie unto the Tormenter by ſome token, in what ſort 
they would haue the party ordered. For this is one other 
peece of their art, to talke by ſignes and watch-words like 
to pedlers french, wherein from the highelt to the lo welt 
all the pack of them in that curſed Court, as well lac ke 
layler, as my Lord | vnderſtand one another very 
readily. As for thetorments by the which theſe holy Fa- 
thers vie to bring men to their beliefe, as they be many in 
number, ſo in ſorrs they are ſundry , yea moe by a great 
| minythan any poore is able to endute, or can come 
to the knowledge of. 
But the molt vſuall be the /cobit and Pulle with water , The levbir or 
cordes, and fire : whereof | meane to ſpeake ſeuerally. And T. 
yet haue they one other caſt at him brit ere he goe to his 
puniſh him afreſh to vtter whatſoever he 
knoweth either by or by others of his acquain- 
tance : In the mean ſpace,while they are thus communing 
with him, one commeth behind him, and bindeth his 
rar by hr rate — 
to bedone 
order of law, the lnqui calleth vpon him to ſtraine 


each hafder than other, — 
t 
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the in yet once againe to perſwade with him: and be- 
rode ot} hos. a of 2 they alſo cauſe his 
thumbes to be bound with ſome ſmaller line drawne very 
ſtraite, and ſo faſten both the lines thattye both his hands 
and thumbes roa certaine Pale which eth on the 
Teobit. Then knocke they great and heauy bolts vpon his 
heeles, ifthe party haue none already, or elſe hang be- 
twixtboth his feetevpon thoſe bolts which he hath , cer. 
taine waights of Iron, at the firſt time but of five pound, 
and ſo hoyſe him vp from the ground. Whiles the poore 
wretch hangeth in this plight , fallto their perſwaſi- 
ons onceagaine, commanding to hoyſe him 
vpon high to the very beame, till his head touch the P- 
tie. Then cryeth the Inquilitor and the Clerk vpon him to 
conſeiſe ſomewhat , promiſing to let him downe out of 
hand, ¶ ſo be that he willbe ruled: other wiſe, they tell him 
that he is like to carry there till hee would be glad to de- 
— they — _ him. After he hath 

hung — ſpace, ang W grant nothing , 
. and twice — 
more to bee layde on his heeles , and ſo hoyſed vp a- 
—— inch higher ifit may be, threatning him that he 
dye none other death, except he declare vnto them 
the truth in ſuch matters as they demand of him & there 
fore the hangman to let him vp and downe, that 
the waight of the Iron — celes, may rent e- 
uery ioyntin his body from At which intolerable 
all the parts of his body,it the party ſurike 
or cry out (as he hath good cauſe to doe) they are as loude 
on the other (ide , roaring and y vpon him to de- 
clare the truth hon, or elſe they cell him hee ſhall come 
downe with a ce, Neither will they onely ſay fo, 
bur the party find it ſo. For if hee continue in the 
ſame mind, they goe on forward as faſt in their mad 
moodes,and bidrhe to ſlipthe ropes ſuddenly, 
the halfe way 
co 


chat he may fall downe with a ſway, and in 
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to ue him the Streppade : which being done with 
— 1 whole body is out of frame; boch armes, 
ſhoulders,back, lege, and all the reſt of his ioynts, by rea- 
fon ofthe exceeding great waight hanging at his heeles, 
and the ſudden ſway tearing — part from other. And yet 
here is no ho with them neither. For renuing their exhor- 
tation and threats, if he will not yield vato them , they 
cauſe more [ron to bee added the third time: ſo that the 
poore wretch being in that pittifull plight, halſe dead and 
more, is by their commandement heaued vp once againe: 
and to mend the matter withall, beſides the extreamity of 


The g. 


pads. 


—.— begin to raile vpon him, calling him Dog | 
Heretike t 


will ſtand ſo obſtinately in concealing 
the truth, 4 tell him that he is very like 
there to make his end. Now if the pittifull creature in the 
midſt of his pangs call pon Chriſt (as for the molt part, 
all that arer —— for his truths ſake doe) that he 
would vouchſafeto ayde and aſſiſt him, thus miſerably 
tormented, and Aol ſlain for his ſake , then — 
mocking and deriding him, laying, leſu Chriſt fAeſ# i. 
Let eſs Chreft alone, and tell vs the truth. What a crying 
out vpon Chrift makeſt thou? confeile vat we aske thee, 
and make vs no more ado.In much like ſort( as a man may 
eaſily judge) were the blaſphemous ſpeeches of the lewes 
againſt our Sauiour himſelfe, ſaying: Behold he calleth for E- 
lias. He truſteth in God let him deliner him now if be will : for be 
calleth bimſelfe the Sonne of God. Which is a true token and 
molt euident argument, that it is Chriſt againſt whom 
they kicke and make all this broyle : whoſe name when it 
is called vpan by ſuch as ſuffer for his ſake, they doe ſo ill 
digeſt, that they can hardly abide to heare him named, or 
once ſpoken of, But if the party at any time deſire to bee 
let done, promiſing to tell them ſomewhat, and per- 
forme ie indeede, that is the very ready way to make him 
be worſe handled than before , becauſe they thin ke that 
now he beginneth onely to broach his matters. For 2s 

H 


ſoone 


* 


Math. 27. 
Hal. 2 2. 
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ſoone as this tale is at an end, they begin afreſh to ex. 
hort, tothreate, to rack him, giuing charge to hale him 
vp, and to let him downe againe in ſuch fort as is before 
declared. This execution for the moſt part continuerh 
from nine of the clock in the — till high noone, 
or an houre after: and when they are diſpoſed to leaue him 
and let him downe for that time, rhe lnquiſitours for a 
policie aok the layler if his other inſtruments be in a readi- 
nes to put the partie in feare of further torments, being al. 
moſt dead with theſe alreadie. The layler anſwereth tl at 
are readie, but that hee hath not brought them with 
him. Then ſee(ſay they) that they be made readie againſt to 
morrow,and looke that nothing bee wanting. For wee 
will try one way or ancther, whether wee can get the 
truth out of this fellow, yea or no ; and ſo depart, giuin 
theſe and ſuch like words of comfert to the poore wretc 
that lieth diſtracted in every limme : How new Sirrha ? 
how like ye this geare? haue ye enough of it, or no Well, ſee 
berwixrth15 and to morrow , that ye call your wits 
to you, and bethink your ſelfe whatro ſay, or elſe looke 
to die none other death but this: and yet we promiſe thee 
that all this is but a fleabiting in compariſon of that which 
thou art like to feele ; and — — Then begimneth the 
Iayler to play the bone-ſerter ſo well as he can, and to put 
his armes and leges in their right ĩoynts agamtand puttin 
on his clothes,bringeth him back to his priſon, or carrier 
him —n— neuer a leg to ſtand vpon, yea — 
im by the armes or legges too-too pitifully: and 
— * faſhion Che 8 to — —— 
mercifull ( minding in deede no ſuch matter) telleth him 
that 28 n ſhall be ſent for it neede bee. 

But it 1hey bee determined to put the partie no more to 
the rac ke, then within two or three dayes they ſend for 
him forth againe into the Audience, and provide ſo, that 
in the way from the priſon , as hee paſſeth by the place 
where the rack · locke ſtandeth & is commonly r 

t 
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the hangman ſhall ſtand for the nonce, to ſhew hiinſelfe 
in the ſelfe lame likenes ofa Diuel,the which | haue before 
deſcribed, thatthe in paſſing by, may haue a ſight of 
him, and thereby bee occaſioned the more to remember 
his former torments, Who comming into the Courr,find- 
eth the /nqu;/orzt he Ordinarie and the Clerke readie (et each 
man in his place : which after their maner fall in hand with 
him, ſometime by per{waſions , and ſometime by earneſt 
intreatie, mouing him to vtter ſomewhat, At which time 
if they prevaile not, neyther can get any thing out of him, 
they caule him to bee carried to priſon againe. But it hee 
declare any thing, they preſſe him the more, and ſuch mat- 
ter it may bee = — = diſcloſe, that it — _— ro 
purchaſe him once more, vpon of getrin 
ſome matters at hjs hands. Marrieifthey were — 
before to put the party to the Rack once again, then 
about 3. dayes after his laſt being there, when the ache in 
his joints is moſt grieuous and paintull vnto him, t 
ſend for him againe to come before them z and what wit 
earneſt entreatie and with terrible threats, they labour to 
haue him ſhriue him ſelfe of all his opinions and he- 
relies, and to appeach as well ſuch perſons with whom 
hee hath had conference in ſuch matters, as alſo all other 
whom hee knowethto bee of the ſame mindeand opini- 
on. Otherwiſe, they will tim to make himſelſe readie for 
the Racke : wherein if it bee his chaunceeither tobe main- 
med in any part of his bodie, or to receive his deaths 
wound, let him blame no man but himſelf. And if he con- 
tinue ſlil the ſame man that firlt he was, the keeper is com- 
manded that once again he prouide the Rac k, all the afor- 
ſaid parties taking their places as before to fee him Nrip- 
ped out of his nd put to it once aga n in ſuch ſort 
as is before declared, or ſomwhat wo: ſe,after this maner, 
The partie having his hands bound behinde him and 
— they bind both his thighes together 
i » but very ſtrong cords, and ſo in like maner his 
H 2 legs 


= | — = betwixt 
about the calfe or mi put 
the cord and his legs a ſhort —— te 
they wreſt che ſo ſtiffe till they bee ſo deepe ſunke 
into his fleſh,that they are paſt 2a very extreme and a 
terrible torment, and much worſe then any that as yet hee 
hath endured. In this plight the poore ſoule lieth by the 
ſpace of two ot three houres , abiding the Inquiſitours 
will & pleaſure: who nevertheles ceaſe not to moleſt 
and trouble him all this while, either by queſtioning, or 
entreating . or perſwading or flouting & mocking him, or 
diſquieting him one way or another. Or in ſtead hereof, 
they as they thinke beſt, another kind of tor- 
ture i which, albeitit bee vſed vpon offenders in other 
places aſwell as in this, yet for — — point of cruel · 
tie added by them, we may iuſtly aſcribe it to their hol 
Court as adeuice of their one. The name of it, as it is c 
Buri monly called, is Barri or Aſeib. and the maner of it is this, 
Hell. There is a bench made of mallie timber, wrought ſome- 
what hollow on the vpper part like a trough, ſo large that 
2 man lie open in it on his back z and thereabouts as 
his lieth , there is a ſharpe bar going croſſe ouer- 
thwart, whereon a mans back reſleth that it cannot ſettle 
to the bottome,, becauſe the partic ſhould find the leſſe 
caſe,where otherwiſe he might ſtay or reit his back againſt 
the bottome of the h being alſo placed in ſorry 
that his heeles ſhall lic hi than his head. When the 
— lajed hereon, his armes, thighes, and legs are 
od with very ſtiffe and ſmall cords about the middeſt 
of the maine bone, which afterwards they (traine with 
certaine ſtifte wreſling ſtickes or truncheons put vnder- 
neath the cordes, till the cords be ſett led downe within the 
Befh, and pearce almolt to the very bone, inſomoch that 
The Torment they bee cleane out of fight, and then commeth in chis 
—_— deuice of their one addition: Firſt, they take a very ine 
And a cloſe laund or linnen cloth, and ouerſprend rhe pas- 
ties mouth there with as hee lieth vprightyſo as 2 
op 
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ſtop his noſtrils alſo, that when the water is poured into 
his mouth, he ſhould take in no ayre at his noſe, Then 
take they a certaine quantity of water, ſo much as it plea- 
ſeth the lnquilitours roappuint , which they poure vpon 
the cloth, not by drops, but in the maner of a long ſtreame 
like a thread: which having ſomewhat a high fall, beareth 
downe with it thefine linnen cloth into the furtheſt part 
of his throat. And here, whoſo ſhould behold the poor 
wretch in this pitifull caſe, would thinke him, I dare fay, 
to bee in as an agony as any man i at the giuing vp 
of thegholt. For in — man a haue li- 
berty to draw his breath : onely here he cannot, by reaſon 
that the water ſtoppeth his mouth, and the clotli his no- 
firils, ſo that when they plucke it out of the bottome of 
his throat (as manie times they doe, to ſee whether hee 
will anſwer to their demands, yea or no) the cloth is ſo 
wet wirh water and bloud together, that a man would 
— — — 

thus the partie conti in long as 
pleaſeth them, with promiſes of ſharper ſauces than any 
that hee hath taſted as yet, and ſo they ſend him to priſon 


ine. 
Sur if theſe good Fathers be diſpoſed to deal with him 
further, & proceed toother greater tortures(fortheir luſt is 
law in this their lawlefle Courtywhere right & reaſon can 
take no place)then within a month or two vnder or over, 


to appoint. — — — in — 
that is no where ele vſed but in this holy Houſe, the which 
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fre might hauethe more force to burne them, rhey baſte 
them with lard or bacon. 

Thus after they haue occupyed and vnedged all their 
tooles one after another, — are paſt hope of hauing any 
— — parties hands, they reſpite him for a ſeaſon to 
take his reſi, and after a while call him beforethem againe, 
and fall to queſtioning with him, inquiring and requiring 
many things ina farre other order than they vſed before, 
in ſuch tearms as every word may miniſter matter enough 
_—_ at. The queſtions alſo ar: framed ſo cunningly 
—— — ſha never fy 

) by granting one thing, mult needes 
— — _— For theſe 
athers are paſſing —_ and maruellous ſubcil 
Sophiſters, their crafrs-malters | warrant then, which 
that they are dayly in vre with ſuch mat- 
ters, will noticke to rake a little paines, and vpon ſtudy 
tocoynecaſes and queſtions for the nonce: which to help 
their memory withall, leſt when the time commeth that 
ſhould haue vie thereof, they might forget them, are 
and laid open before them: ſo that if the party, 
when —— of him, be neuer ſo little 
—ͤ— oot for him to auoyde them, but 
that one way or they will ouertake him. The onely 
a man therefore in this caſe is, to haue a perfet 
remembrance of all ſuch things as he hath deliuered vp in- 
to their hands: for it is hut in vaine for him to craue to 
haue them read vnto him, becauſe either they will not 
grant him that; orif they doe, yet will they read much 
amiſſe. Wherefore if he doe miſtruſt his owne memory, let 
his anſwer be this, chat he wholly referreth them to his 
former doings and ſayings, and in any caſe reaſo- 
ning with them, Or if by their ſubtilties 
inferre any thereupon, which either he not 
or elſe neuer a „ —— — 
he anſwereth it, leſt either they entrap him in new 
matter, 
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matter, or elſe drive him to the denying of Gods truth 
molt wickedly. And the readieſt way will be, to cut off all 
their queſtions with a quicke and a round an{wer, and to 
tell them plainly that he was neuer fer to ſchoole in all his 
life to learne theſe quiddities in argument, nor exerciſed 
in any manner of diſputation. For theſe fellowes are ſo 
cunning herein, and ſo full of interrogations and ſtrange 
devices, beſides, ſo troubleſome therewithalt, and ſo im- 
portonate, that many times they will get that out of a 
man by theſe meanes, when all the racking in the world 
will doe no good. 
As at Sal not long agone, they apprehended a certaine 
odly Matron, whoſt husband they had burned a little 
re.and ſo made her a widow, Bur becauſe herconſeſſi- 
on while ſhe was on the racke, and there tormented moſt 
cruelly, was by their owne decrees inſufficient either to 
condemne her to the flake, or to confiſcate her goods 
ſuch as they were, and yer, ifthey could but get onely thus 
much out of her, that ſhe knew full well that the Church 
of Rome had determined clean contrary to that which ſhe 
affirmed this ſhould be ſuthcient cauſe to make her to for- 
feir that poore remnant of her riches that ſhe had to keep 
her ſelſe wit hall in her widdow-hood , h poorely 
(God knows) they did rather cormpell her by their impor- 
tunity,-chan compaſſe it by their Sophiſtry, that ſhe was 
content to ſay ſo much, For perceiuing that elſe they 
would never make an end thus to moleſt and trouble her, 
Indeed (ſaith ſhe) l confelle that the Church of Rome hath 
ſo determined, and therefore I pray youenterinmine ar- 
{wer to be ſe, and Jer me depart quietly; and afterward as 
you ſhall ſee cauſe,determine what ſhall become of me or 
mine at your pleaſure, Whereunto they gaue her never a 
word, but only ret as ſhe had ſaid and ſought no furthers . 
— — do ub Se 
d much, that they may haue the ſpoyles whatſo- 
— Lockinedy cracks. 1 


CHAT. 
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Cray. VIII 

Certaine other dexices to drive the priſoner: to conſeſſe 
* 4 aredefſirons 

to 
Hen the extreamity of torments with the ſubtill 
practices before expreſſed will doe no good, but 
that the party conſtantly endureth the one, and anoydeth 
the other very — then fall cheſs good Fathers to 
other farre better fetches to their thinking, wherein who- 
ſo is able in a deuice to go beyond the relt, is counted a 


chief Champion, and hath yielded vnto him the 
—— —— 
hauing any thing at - 

ries hands by meanes, they nitro compalle 
by faire, themſelues very mild and mercifull,and 


ſo affectio h the miſery and afflition which 
ſeethe other in, went to their on hearts. They weep 
him, they entreat him, they c6fort him, they giue him 
their aduice, and deuiſe for him ſome ſecret meanes to rid 
him out of his miſery, making him beleeue that they tell 
him that in ſecret, which would ſcarce tell to their 
one fathers, or brethren, or friend that they haue 
aliue, with many other like words. And this they vie com- 
monly to doe to ſuch as bee che ſimpler fort of peo- 
ple, but ſpecially co women, which for the moſt part are 
not ſo to diſcerne forced and fay ned tears. Ther- 
fore when the lnquiſitors begin to vie them ſo gently, and 
to proffer them ſuch kind — he to 
— — oo —— — 

5 oe in v peeches, aſſuring 
himſelfe, cer are bar fie bies pur vpon ſharpe 
hookes _— whereof will of a number report vnto you one 
— | 
The very ſirſt time that an to burae for religi- 
on at Sul, (which was e yeares (ince,) amon 
certaine other that were for the ſame cauſe — 
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there was a very godly Matrone, withtwo of her owne 
Daughters and one of her liſters children, who having paſ- 
ſed all theſe aforeſaid pikes with manlike conſtancy, were 
preſſed very fore to betray ſome of their brethren, but e- 
{pecially one to appeach another. One ofthe Inquilitors 
counterfaiting a maruellous kind of compallion: towards 
theſe ſilly women, ſent for one of the daughters to come 
vato him. And when ſhee was come, they two being a- 
lone together, hee began to make a long ſpeech vnto 
her in way of conſolation , and afterwardes ſent her to 
priſon againe. This hevſed to doe diuers times and _ 
ſeuerall dayes, alwayes towards the euening, and t 
held her a great while , declaring vnto her, how great a 
griete it was to him to ſee her in theſe rroubles : and there · 
withal would interlace ſome other pleaſant communicati- 
on more familiarly many times, than did well become 
him. Which tended = — other end (as - fell out in 
proofe) but ro perſwadethe mayden, that he o ood 
— — to ſee her — ſuch diſtreſſeʒ hari” ſee- 
ing him ſo fatherly aduiſe her what the beſt were both for 
her ſelf & herm & (iſter to do in this caſe, ſhe ſhould 
wholly commit her ſelfe and her cauſe to his ordering. 
Afrer that two or three dayes had been thus ſpent in ſuc 
like conference and familiar communication, weeping (a 
it were) ouer her for the miſery which ſhe was in, with o- 
ther many moe a nts and cokens of compaſﬀfon, 
wherin he vttered the affections and ſorrowes of his heart 
for her pitifull eſlate, with often proteſtation of his good 
will and beſt furtherance to his power: after allt 
— — the —. Volſe was ſure tliat = 2 
e Was n his reach,he beginneth to perſwade 
with her to diſcloſe vnto him — of the — a- 
wel in ſuch things as touched her mother, ſiſter and aunt, 
ny other that were not as yet apprehended, binding 
himſeſſe by an oarh,that if ſhe would fo do, and diſcloſe to 
him ſhe knew concerning theſe matters, hee 
bs 17 himſelfe 
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himſelſe would ſlop all theſe g well enough , and 
find ameanes that they ſhould all depart home — 
quietly to their own houſes. The maiden being but ſimple 
, was ſoone induced to credit the faire promiſes 
and allurenents of this flattering Father, and thereupon 
= open vnto him certaine points of religion 
w they were wont to conferre among themlelues, 
in-maneralmoſt, as if one ſhould give holy things to a 
dogge, or calt pearles before a ſu ine. The Iaquiſitour 
otten this thred by the end, laboured to vn wind 
the wholeclew, and therefore calling in the maiden many 
——ä—ĩ—õ 9 ren might 
bee entred by order of law, made her that 
would take it vp and end it ſo reaſonably, that ſhe ſhould 
receiue no manner of harme thereby, and in the laſt day 
I ] nr. former 
— as to ſet 1 ne, and ſuch like. 
when the time came that verily for the 
performance thereof, there was no ſuch matter, but con- 
trariwiſe my Lord the [nquiſitour and his adherents per · 
ceiuing how this deuice had brought ſom what to light, 
which al their extremities otherwiſe could in no caſe 
— — — — — 
once againe to the rack, wherein ſhe indu- 
—— both vpon the Pullie and the 
as it were, in a preſſe wrung out 


gs and tor- 


— — her owne naturall mother, 


and divers others, that were thereupon imme 
and afterward put to the terments, 
and at the ſent to the fire. 

Moreouer, the {elfe ſame maiden within a while after 
plaied a notable part in teſtimony of her beliefe.For when 
ſhee was brought vp vnto the ſolemne — 


ofher companions there — — 
to | and 
every one to heare ſentence of death vpon 
them , as ſhee returned thence to her place againe; hauing 
heard her iudgement, which was to bee burned, ſhee came 
to her Aunt who had beene her Schoolemiltreſſe, and 


preſently 

boldc without 
thankes for that ex 
paines to inſtruct her, 
— — — 

— — * 
Whom her Aunt on the other ſide comforted as ſtout- 
Lon her to bee of good cheare , and co ler 

uiet her, for ſhe hoped in God thatſhe ſhould be wi 
Chriſt ere it were „And this did the in the 
& hearing of all the but ſpecially of all of the 
——— This Aunt of hers was 
the ſelſe ſame woman, which a yeare or two before 
mad had detected the whole con to the 1 
tours, whereof I made mention : who — > 
— — by the goodnes of 
ſo well as the reliques of her diſeaſe would let her, did 
now both confeſſe his truth, and for the ſame endured 
molt horrible and lothſome impri tand torments: 
Mmoreouer, was whi ſo remained in priſon 
during the reſt Ar 

HAP. 


EE ITE mas 
TE ——— — 
deſerue to haue ſome ſpeciall place by chemſelues, then to 
be thruſt in theſe other groſſe and 


common deuices. For they doo as far paſſe all the ot her 
ur hanoborn Gaken „„ 
| 2 ; 
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in dignitie betwixta Court of Pipowders and the hi 
Court of Parliament, The firſt in order as it 
leth out, and the moſt myſticall(and | beleeue as benehiciall 
to their boxe as all the lt ) is the abuſe of their ſacra- 
ment ( asthey terme it) of Conſeſſion, which dy their 
owne decretals is no imall offence. But all is law in this 
holy Houſe ( as | ſaid before) whatſoeuer they liſt. Their 
deucie is this: Whenſoeuer any of the priloners beginneth 
to be but a little crazie, they aske him whether hee bee diſ- 
poſed to go to holy ſhrife. The which is done for two eſpe- 
ciallconliderations, The one is, to prove whether he like 
well ol their holy conſeſſion, yea or no. The other, to ſee if 
perc hance he will be perſwaded to ſay ſomwyhat vnder Be. 
nedicite,cithertouching himſelfe or any other, that this ho- 
ly houſe may bee ſet on work. If the party bee willing, at 
4 lobe ands Clerke behind hin with pen and 
ink left — — dore, & ſo the ghollly father fal- 
1 
man eral z& 5 hold 
any of — — or thatarticle, or 
have atanytimeconferred with any other concerning. the 
like cauſes:finally,of whom & by what occaſion he heard 
them, &c. willing him boldly to confetle it & to feare no- 
thing, neither to thinł any ſuch villany to bein him as to 
reveale it thathechath authority immediatly from 
Cõmiſſioners to abſolue him ofall, ſothat be dk. 
charge his conſcienc: with other ſuch like talke to the — | 
eltett.Nowifthe party follow hin ſo far that hee begin to 
confelle ought,then is heſurchycaught.For when he — 
red out al, & {aid what he can ſay in theſe caſes though 
do it through the earnei & perſwaſiom of the 
— doth lie charge him further to conſeſa the fame 
ore a — — woven = — 
isnothiog to (And if the party yr 
tohim ſo much. bocontent ſoro:doythomthederk;who'- 
8 —— — — 
this 
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this matter diſpatched. But if he reſuſe, either miſlruſting 


him altogether, or elſe halſe in doubt to credite him, yet is 


he no leile indangered by diſcleling it to the Prieſt;than if 
he had confelled it before a Norary.For this kind of con- 
felsion is not right auricular, but all is done aloud, by 
meanet that the craity contetlor repeateth the wordvafter 
him, and ſo driveth the party to anſwer him aſmoſtin the 
felt lame note: WhO knowetliniot nor feareth ry ſuch 
matter, that there lurketh any body ſo cloſly behinde the 
door to heare or rite what he ſpeaketh. Then after they 
haue gotten thus much, either they charge the party there- 
with, or elte by occalion hereof extamin him further vpon 


greater tiiatters, & therupon pick a new qvarrel with him 


tothe intẽt to vic more extream torture. Neither doth this 
good ghollly Father either fear-excommunication,or feele 
any trouble in his conſcience , for revealing his ghoſtly 
fonnes confeſſion, both becauſe he js perſwaded, that a lit- 
tle loud ſpeaking, and in ſomewhar a highet note than the 
ſecrets of cou feſſion would wel allow is hot to bee accu 
ted any diſcloſing at allz& for that, h tſoeuer he did, was 
done in the ſeruice and behalfe ofthe holy Houſe . 
* Julianus Apoſtata (as hiſtories of very good eredite doe 

report) ſpoiled the Chriſtians of ul that they had, and cod 
loured his theeuery with a falſe gloſe vpon the Ey 
whereas Chriſt commanded all db Diccipbes to lebt bo- 
uertie , and to bee careleſſe ſor things of this world.” At 
another time hee perſecuted them moſt cruelly; and ex- 
bored them co: patience — — Cheift 
ne of their deuioes uf hin b /n they 
&liken good Chriſt an mam tocohtinue 

i , 28 chority towards his bre- 
tbren, they hedge him in with this argument: Nh ſurely 
Sr; vo . 0 For yo precend? 


tlie ipohies and Meroyrethot derne 
7 3 


ore 


i, 
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before the Echnike Magiſtrates , and examined whether 
confeiſed Chrilt or no, anſwered plainely that they 
: and being further demanded, what fellowes & com- 
— would tell the truth at the firſt. There- 
ich you profeſſe your ſelues to be followers of them 
& chair examples, in like ſort ſhould you conſeſſe of your 
ſelues and of your fellowes, And this is their goodly rea · 
ſon that they make. Ia very deed Ia Apoftata ſpake 
truch, that Chriſtians in the time of atfliction ſhould not 
be wauering, nr to the gathering of theſe earthly 
creaſures. Euen ſo ( lay the Inquibtors) ſhould a Chriſtian 
man comming before a temporall ludge, and there cxami- 
ned of his belleſe, yield a plaine and euident declaration 
ofthe ſame. But lye both of them by their leave, 
when they ſay that the Chriſtians in thoſe dayes did 
of like zcale betray theirbrethren vato the Echnike lud- 
— did make open conſeſſton of their faith : for 
were the rule of charity. And therefore it 
is a plaine matter, that in all other things the Inqui 
are as bad as ener Ia was, becaule they vie 
the ſelſe ſame reaſons that he did, and all to one effectahat 
is to ſay, to make waſte in the Church of Chriſt, by cutting 
downe the branches thereof, making but a ieſt ofthe lawes 
of true Religion. 


by name 
acknowledge it to be true that { will repo 
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they be almoſt rorne in peeces with torments,and yet can 
ye not get it out of ſome of them by theſe meanes neither: 
ſuch notable teſlimonies hath true religion oftentimes, e- 
ven ofthoſe that are her deadly en For the law of 
God concerning both the Tables, is E written and 
ſealed inthe hearts of true Chriſtians, and the print of 
this ſeale ot Gods law is not elſewhere to be found but in 
theſe onely. But allthe Lawes of the fleſh are ſigned with 
this marke : To day mune owne and your; to merrow, And 
ſorely, me thinketh, a Chriſtian Biſhop ought to haue 
beene very much aſhamed to bee ſo blind and ignorant 
therein, and not alone ſo to be, but thereunto to adde ſuch 
11 Ten ſeeing we haue begun to talke 
he Bi (ſeeing we haue to 
of him — . to be one 
of the iſſioners in the Inquiſitiqn there, about two 
or three before: at what time ſo great a multitude of 
the faithfull werefirſteſpyed , of che which even till this 
day, at certaine times appointed there be diuers ſent tothe 
fire, For all his Predeceiſours were not worth a ſtrawe in 
compariſon of him. neither halfe ſo (tout as he, nor ſo cun- 
ningin — — — 
but {peciall as ilition. For 
ell this ten there wa — 
thought ſo prouident as to prevent ſo great a m 
fore it hapned, or otherwiſe able to vphold the Church 
of Rome drooping, as it were, by meanes thereof, and in 
danger of ruine, But forany other qualities that 
—U— — — — 
to diſcharge it. I report me to Ireport mee to 
— 6o to this roome, yea l report me to all 
— — — — 
Wes, 
— —— know- 
ledge in the eccleſiaſtical Hiſtories,or any great reading of 
the ancict Fathers or the late W 
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Chureh hath worthily in great eſtimation) or if ee were 
greatly ſeene in matters of faith, whereof they rezrme 
theme lues the lnquiſitors and ludges, as it were, both of 
eyer and rermener,in theſe caſes: to be ſhort, if there were a- 
ny knowne and approoued godlineſſe of life and conuet- 
fation in this man: wherein the whole packe of them flat- 
ter themſelues ſo much, that they arrogate vnto them- 
ſelues a very gay and glorious title thereby, but rather be- 
cauſe he was more cruell and vnnaturall, and ſomewhat 
more lie in the devices and practices of the laquiſition 
than the reſſ were, In reſpect whereof, he obtained both a 
diſcharge from his ſeruice, and afat Biſhopricke belides in 
recompence of his trauailes, and partly in conſideration 
that he was an old forworne ſoldiour ;; and having now 
good leaſure, like a wicked impe of Rome, returned to his 
old occupation againe. At the ſel-ſame time whiles he re. 
mainedin commiſſion at Su, ſo many were apprehen- 
ded for Goſpel, that he was driven to beſtow 
ſome of them in his owne lodging, becauſe all the priſons 
in the towne were not able to receive them, the number 
was ſo great; Yet his Reuerend Lordſhip wanted neyther 
time nor leaſure to take his pleaſureabroad , and to row 
vpon the riuer in Barges tilted with purple and ſilke, with 
fuch ion as had better beſeem d one of S 
las fe than any ſober man or Chriſtian Biſhop : ac- 
companied with Afſicians, but not with the Maſer , ha- 
uing a very great traineafter him belides, and ſo paſſingto 
his garden adioyning thereunto, all the people ga- 
ring him, and running in heapes and thong to 
this ũᷣght. ln very — & ĩollities were not 
out of the way for him and his mates to delight in, 
their matters being in ſuch plight as they were; and the 
Church of God, ntohe was a profeſſed enemy, {0 
full of tronblea, vecations, and aftlictions. But to returne to 


— — good gentlemen 
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learne out a certaintie of ſuch as live altogether in one 
priſon, (whom they ſuſpect to have ſome conference in 
matters touching ſaluation, either by way of exhorration, 
or by comforting & confirming one another in the faith, 
being in ſo great miſery as they are) they ſend in a Flie a- 
mong them(as the ptiſoners vſe to tearme him) whom the 
Inquilitors caſt in priſon craftily and for a colour, to mark 
euery mans talke, whoafter two or three dayes that hee 
hath once crept into their acquaintance, will begin afarte 
off to offer ſome talke in matters of Religion, making as 
though he would be gladeither to teach others,or to learn 
— , and by theſe ſubtill deuices many of the (imple 
fort are ſoone beguiled. Wherfore let every man take heed 


after this faire-warning, that he bee not ouerlight of cre- 
dire — too far (I meane ſuch as are put in 
priſon with ) having no manner of acquaintance 


with them before, And to the intent that they may know 
ſuch a Flie the better, I will giue them one ſure token: to 
wit, he will commonly be the firſt that will offer talke, and 
pretend a zeale to true Religion, both beſide time and 
without occaſion : and then ſhall they doe well to let him 
h alonetill his chaps ake, giuing him neuer a word. 
or if he chance to get any thing out of any of his fel- 
lowes that he longed for, ſo ſoone as the layler commeth 
to viſite his priſoners at his accultomable houres, hee is 
— hand with him to craue à day of hearin 
for him, as the manner is that ſometimes the priſoners will 
ſue for. But ſo ſoone as he is out, | warrant them, the reſt 
that tarry behind, ſhall ſhortly after feele the fruites of his 
. fellowſhip, little to their liking. A maruailous matter, 
doubtleſs,that men ſhould be ſo diuelliſkly bent, to be con- 
tent for a ſmall gaineof a little monty, to ſerue in ſuch offi- 
ces, ſo much to their owne hindrance, that to obtaine 
their purpoſe they ſticke not to lye in priſon with others 
bound and chayned as they be, by the ſpaceof two or 
three moneths, and then to endure all the other miſerĩes 
K inci- 
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— _—_—_— — which the o- 
ther priſoners can in no —— 14 — 
—— —— 9 hes, this (a 
more wonderfull thing to conſider) they wil ſo paſſe from 
one to another, that they are no ſooner out of one, 
but by and by they will bee in another, and ſo in the ſe- 
cond and third, &c. and be content to endure the ſame 
extreamities twice, thrice, or ſoure ſundry and ſeuerall 
times, yea, all their life long to feede vpon theſe diſhes of 
dainties. And when this good fellow is out of priſon, and 
come before them to account of his office, he doth 
not onely declare what he hath heard the priſoners ſay, but 
alſo what countenance they made him when hee called 
theſe matters of Reli in queſtion, and how they 
tooke it, whether as liking therewithall, or 
what opinion he hath h they neuer anſwe- 
red him one word. And this mans accuſation is of as great 
force as the — — is or 
exception, be he neuer ſo meane a 
— credit, or cõmon reputati6 of me: 
yea tho he be but a akes-farmer , & ſerue in his place for 
a ſmal reward, yet is — hy member for that 


Eſther, happen al head as is that holy Houſe 
oft lhappeneth alſo 


—— — as 


into the company of 
— — d infor peciall marrers; whoto _— 
vour with the Inquiſitors, will villanoully accuſe their 
——— confer her in pure 
and ſound doctrine: and the teſtimony of fuch perſons is 
ofthe greateſt credit that can be, and moſt highly eſteemed 
in their Houle. For tothe (late of the matter, or 
lification as they tearme it, a great reſpect is to be had of the 
circumſtances as the priſon,theperſon ofthe accuſer , and 
the accuſed. 


party 
Other Fhes there be alſo which ſerue the holyHouſe to 
do the like fear abroad out of priſons, ſecretly and fly go- 
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ing about to compaſſe in by like wyles ſuch as are am 
— people Eels be Lutherans z wherecf 
ſome haue ſo good wings, thatthey will flye quite ouer 
the ſea into very farre countries to take ſuch as arecontent 
to leaue Sue, and baniſh themſelues thence, to the end 
that they may liue the more ſafely in other places elſe- 
where: ſuch is the earneſt zeale which theſe good Fathers 
haue both to the glory of God, and the health of mens 
ſoules. But to keep within the bounds of Spaine,& to ſpeak 
onely ofthoſe that fiye about the Cities there where this 
— Court is kept: are a — ſort of gn Fathers, 
both Prieſts and . — — with their 

s in ing the Flies, Tow if a ſimple man and 
— hath ſent ſome light of — vnto, 
doe chance to reſort, and in proceſſe of his conteſſion o- 
pen his conſcience vnto them, eyther doubtingly, or 
elle as only ready perſwaded, praying to be further inſtru- 
Red ot confirmed, they labour not onely to quench that 


light which to ſhine in his heart, but ſome of 
them are in han him, either by gentle entrcaty , or 
ſometime by t g him terribly , to the end to get 
him to goe to the holy Houſe there to accuſe himſelfe, 


ng him inthe behalfe of the Lordsthe Inquilitors, 
that he ſhall haue all fauour ſhewed him that may be: ſo 
that it commeth to many times, that the poore ſoules 
like ſilly ſneepe, will runne of their owne accord into the 
Wolues mouth to betorne in pieces and deuoured euery 
NR they h hich they put in practi 

n aue which t in practice 
likewiſe, 2 by a great deale Aw this, which 


is alſo borrowed out of the Inquiſitours bud After 
Ms amore 919m a mans conſcience that ſuſpecteth no 
ſuch treachery at a holy mans hand, ſpecially vnder their 
bleſſed Benedrcite, they diſſemble the matter for that time 
without contrarying him, willing him to reſort vnto 


them the next day when they ſhall haue better leaſure to 
K 2 heare 
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hear him thoroughly, and to talke with him more freely 
in thoſe matters, and ſo ſend him away halfe ſhriuen, with 
halfe a confeſſion ilfauoredly cut off His meaning is. this, 
that when the party commeth the next morrow , & com- 
muneth with him ofthe ſelſe ſame matters out of ſhrift, he 
may freely,and without danger of revealing his confeſſion, 
complaine of him to the InquiGtours : neyther doth this 
their purpoſe want his performance. This religious tout 
(forſooth)can choke with agnat, & ſwallow downea ca- 
mell. And of ſuch _ diiſemblers, divers haue gotten 
this good by their trauail at the Inquiſlitours hands, that if 
any thing eſcape them ignorantly or for want of heed ta- 
king (as ithappeneth many times) which had bin enough 
to haue heaped coales enow vpon anothers maus head 
though the ſame things were proued againſt them ſo ma- 
nifeltly that they could not bee denied , yet can the lnqui- 
ſitours bee content to winde vp ſuch matters and winke, 
at them wiſely, accounting it a greater loſſe to forgoe the 
ines that commeth trouling in by ſuch fellowes , than 
ſpoile were worth that might bee gotten by taking ad- 
vantage of them. Ofthe which ſort I could, it | were dif- 
poſed, recken vpa great number by name, and ſure they 
wel deſerve it for their wicked dealings in this kind of ſet- 
vice, to be {o ſerued. But I meaue to 4-4 pence narges 
in conſideration of Gods great might and mercy,who may 
hereafter ſhew his fauourable countenance vnto them, and 
grant them grace to repent (as I know hee hath done vn- 
to divers) and then ſhould | repent mee toolate, that their 
names were made ſo infamous and execrable tothe Con- 
gregation by my meanes, though for their owne demerits. 
For truely a great number of theſe at the firſt knew the 
truth, yea ſome of them preached. and taught it to others. 
But ſo ſoone as the ſtorme began to ariſe, and to trie each 
mans buildingvpon what foundatiõ ic ſtood, on the rock 
or on the they thought it wiſedome for them to goe 
backe with that legge betimes. And being moreouer — * 
r 
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red that diuers had them in a great ĩealouſie for ſo doing, 
they imagined that they could not ſpunge out that ſtain by 
any other meanes, then if they ſhould become Promoters 
of ſuch as had bin their fell wes and companions tofore, 
& ſo to become dayly Gueſts and (tour Seruitours to this 
holy Houſe; and thus were perſwaded that they had taken 
a readie way to ſauethemfelues from the Inquilitours. But 
what conſcieuces they carrie about within them, and what 
teſtimonies of the terrible judgements of God prouided 
for them, they know belt themſe ues. It ſhall be ſufficient 
that I give this Item by the way , to conſider that it is not 
any zeale in the Inquilitours of the truth or cutting down 
hereſies, that moueth them to ſuch butcher-!like laugh -· 
ters as theſe (the which things both they pretend to doe, 
and the common people are likewiſe — of them) 
though we ſhould yeeld unto them ſo far that they bee er- 
roneous opinions whichthey correct fo ſeverely. For if 
it were ſo, then ſhould they not haue ſauoured them that 
that haue done them ſo profitable ſeruice, aud procured 
them ſo great gains as is ſaid before. Nay, all the zeal which 
they haue, is rather to fill the kings Treaſury & their one 
purſes. Vet if we reſpect the chieſe cauſe that moueth them 
to make ſo many poor innocents to be ſo miſerably puni - 
ſhed & tormented, & afterwards put to death, beſides their 
wiles, their guiles, their villanous breach of faith, and the 
diuelliſh deuices, by the which they doe procure their mar- 
ters ãt is a ſting of Suben himſelſe, who hath been a murde- 
rer of the children of God, the Father oflyes, and Patron 
of ſuch practices from the very beginning, For who is ſo 
blind but hee may eaſily eſpy, that this Kinde of dealing 
can proceed of none other ſpirit ? or who will be ſo blaſ - 
phemous to refer it to the ſpirit of God asauthor thereof? 
Moreouer,one other good leſſon tothe godly may bethis, 
that they take diligent heed, whom they deale withall or 
admit into their company and familiar acquaintance, and 
not to truſt every man, For truely the ſaying of Jeremie 

3 that 
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that exery brother will ſupplant another, and euery neighbour will 
ry. — another, may aſwell be verified at this — and in 
theſe matters, as ever it might in any other age or caſe 
heretofore. 
Yet haue the Inquiſitours one other net more:which al- 
þ beit they caſt not but at aduenture, yet commonly they 
| draw a great draught whenſoeuer they vſe it. If th 
chance at any time to apprehed any notable & mou fel 
low, whom they know either to be a great teacher or prea- 
cher to others, or elſe to haue reſort made vnto him 
for learning's ſake and for their inſtructions, as ſome 
Doctor and Preacher of ſome name and fame, then their 
maner is to cauſe it to be bruted abroad by their Famili- 
ars, that the ſame — the rack, hath detected 
divers ot his Auditors; and forthe further confirmation 
thereof, they — the next in the 
iſon adioining to auouch it, and to affirme that they 
— rikes which hee made being vpon the 
the racke. The which rumors are coyned out of this their 
holy Mint to this end, that ſuch as haue beene his ſchol- 
lers ſhould come to the holy Houſe, and there make o 
confeſſion of their faults, & craue pardon betimes 
they be ſent for, or the Sergeant attach them, For they 
wade the common people, that whoſo will come vn- 
called and vnſent for, and conteſſe their owne offences, 
ſhall either eſcape ſcot · free, or elſe very : and their 
puniſhment at the vttermoſt ſhal be only the doing of a lit- 
tle penance (as they call it). Thus by this meanes they de- 
ceiue a great number, which. if they had taried till they 
had been ſent for, might haue turied (ill till this time vn- 
ſent for; or ifit had ſo happened that they had been ſent 
for, they ſhould haue been no worſe entreared then they 
were, being ſo doltiſh as to credit the Inquititours ſo farre 
vpon their faire and flattering promiſes, and follow their 
fooliſh aduice. 


CurHarP 
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Hew the pri — 
ow the priſoners are dealt withall concernin 
their dict. K 
ID priſoners within the Inquiſition,concerning their 
meate and drink & other neceſſaries, are vſed in all re- 
ſpects accordingly , as — are in credit with the Inquili- 
touts and the reſt of the officers of the holie Houſe. For 
the common eſtimation ofthem is no better than as they 
tearme them, degger, heretictes, cc, And yet they deale not 
with them altogether ſo well as moſt men will doo with 
their dogs, that doo them either ſeruice or pleaſure; but 
as men common vſe to intreat thoſe men, whom in de- 
riſion of all humanity they terme dogges, and ſo eſteem of 
them, The diſcourſe whereof ſhall neither be altogether 
needeleſſe, nor impertinent in this place, becauſe it may do 
much good tothe godly in many reſpecti. Firſt to let t 
to vn the es of their poore afflicted bre- 
theren, that they may depart with ſome things for their 
reliefe,cucry man according to his ability: Secondly, to 
put them in minde that the ſtaffe ſtandeth at their dores, 
and their turne therefore to bee the next, and that God 
hath reſerued them for a time, that they may follow the o- 
ther in this fight, and ſerue him in this glorious kind 
of ſeruce,by confeſling his holy name before the world. 
Thirdly and laſtly, that this horrible and moſt barbarous 
tyranny of theſe holy Fathers may appeare toallthe world 
— 5 — — which wee — 
r oft oftheir bloudy butchery. Happy t 
— thriſe happy was that — of — — 
{ for ſo Solon accounted him h: ppy that had lived in ho- 
nour and eſtimation, and died accordingly )zwho being 
impriſoned (as I will declare hereafter) for y 
of Chriſts Goſpell,taſting their tyranny and endleſſe tor- 
ments,bewailed his own 1 and liſting vp his 
voyce to God many times with theſe wordes: O my 


God, were there in all the wide world no Scythians, — 
ctue 
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cruell Cult, into whoſe hands thou mighteſt haue 
delivered mee, and let 2 men ? Another 
named Olmeds,a man (gular both for vertue and lear- 
ning, falling likewiſe into the lnquiſitours hands for the 
ſelfe ſame cauſe that purchaſed vnto Conitantine his death, 
firſt vpon hisimpriſonment fell ſicke, and afterward died 
amids the filth and ſtench of the priſon , and was wont 
to ſay in like fort : O Lord God, doo with mee what thou 
wilt, Throw me headlong where thou wilt, ſo thou giue 
me not ouer to theſs men, whoſeentertainment is ſuch 20 
may more rightly be termed a uall Torture , then a 
place of Impriſonment, For firſt and formoſt, the place 


The deſcrip wherein each of them is ſhut 'p N what with the 


ron of the 


priſons, 


ſtraightnes thereof, and the euill aire, & damp of the earth. 
if iebe below, may more properly bee likened to a graue, 
then called a priſon:but if it be aloft,itis at the time of the 
yeare, by meanes of the extreme heate, more like a frying 
ſornace. And in cuery of theſe Holes, for the moſt part 
( ſpecially if their prizes bee ſo many that there bee moe 
ſeuerall perſons then ſeuetall roomes ) two or three of 
them are thronged together, ſo that they haue no 
larger ſcopes then to lay them down and reſt them in, 
ſaue onely a foote in — 7 ſerueth for 
their ſtoole ofeaſement to (land in, and by it a pitcher of 
of cold water to quench their thirſt. Neither in the day 
time is their light any more then may come in at a key · 
hole, or at a little long rift no greater then a mans finger. 
Howbeit there bee certaine priſons that bee ſomwhat 
larger, but they are alſo more then ſomwhat coſtly, and 
doo ſerue for ſuch as are not greatly ſuſpected for religion. 
Againe, other there bee, leſſe in compaſſe then the for- 
mer, and worſe a great deale to lie in, for that they are not 
a mans length: in ſo much that they which enter into 
one of them, lightly neuer go out till they be halfe rotten, 
or die ofa conſumption, All which places and priſons 
are beſtowed according to the qualitie of the perſon, * 
0 
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p of his or their and many times asit pleaſeth the 
| my Lords the lnquiſitaurs and malter layler to beſtow 
them in, according as they beate affeRioun to the party ei- 
ther good or bad. And thus much concerning the place 
ol their impriſonment. 

The order of their dyet is anſwerable to their lodging, The e 
| The rich pay very largefecs to the holy Houſe, and euery T2 
| priſoner is ratedat the diſcretion of the Inquilitour. Out — 
| ofthe which there is deducted an OR for his daily 
| charges 30 dpondia,commonly called Marzedss, whereof 
| 17. make a dutch batte 8 and A french ſouſc, 10. fle- 
miſh liver, which acovoreth in our reckning after the 
Engliſh tate, to 6.pence well-nigh. cow bet it any of them 
| be diſpoſed to exceedeg& haue any other dainties, he may 
| at his pleaſure, ſo that he pay for it on his one purſe. And 
| yet they deale not ſofauourably with euery ſort of priſo- 
| ners, but onely with ſuch,, by whom they looke Hot to 
haue any bootic,being laid in but for triflivg matters, For 
if they be ſuch priſoners, as they know by the information 

wen in againſt them, likely to loſe all that euer they haue, 
— — ſuffer them to exceed in ſuch ſort, but let the 
feed only vpon a little brown-bread, and a cruze of cold 
water, not ſuffering them in any caſe to haue any ſpeciall 
cates beſides their ordinary, be they neuer ſo rich, becauſe 
they make this accompt.that the more is ſpent in that ſort, 
the leſſe ſhall be their — when it commeth to reckning 
and rifling. Notwithſtanding , if any be ſo poore that 
they are not able to live oftheir ownein priſon, the King 
alloweth them a certaine for their daily diet, that is toſay, 
halſe ariall of Plate, which is as much as a dutch hatte, and 
is worthewo ſouſe french, that is, 3.pence ſſerling. Out of 

the which poore pittance is to be defrayed their Stewardr — 
and Laxndres wages, and whatſoeuer other neceſſary char- 
ges grow belides, muſt bee thence alſo deducted. More- 
ouer, of this allowance giuen — by the King, there 
com- 
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. 
& inted : for it ewo 
or three mens hands that will be ready to finger ſome ofir. 
Firſt , thorow the office of Receipt (for ſo | thinke they 
tearm the 7. e who is accountant for all the revenews 
pers dedu- that come into the E ſchequer, and disburſeth for ſuch and 
. bu o ſpecial] men, ef 
ly Hou not to ſpeciall men, eſ- 
allowance, g. fauoured. Nextto him the — Carter will 
another peece , who will commonly for one penny 

beſtowed, demand two to be allowed : then the Cooke that 
dreſſeth their meate : and laſt of all the tythe which is the | 
laylers fees, which many timesalloweth the ſame vnto the 
poore priſoners of his one beneuolence. This I haue 
deſcribed the more largely, becauſe all Officers haue 
their certaine fees out of this ſmall allowance ofthe king: 

which paſſing thorow ſuch limed is ſo feeced , 

that it commeth not to the priſoners, but cuery of 
theſe Officers will take not onely Tole\ but Tythe, ere | 
it paſſe his hands. For in this Houſe both maiſter and man, 
from head to foot, are all couetous and giuen to the ſpoile. 
Now if it happen at anie time by a ſpeciall grace of God, 
that any oftheſe —ͤ— —— ſhon to pitie the 
poore priſoners, and of verie 8 oe relieue them b | 

any meanes, that is counted ſuch a hainous offence in ha | 
their holy Houſe, that it * neare to colt him a 
ſcourging till the bloud follow, that doth any way relieve 


e chefs frrwyetres, a curtains man | 
to bee appointed keeper of the Inquiſitoure priſon in the 
Caſtle Tun at Siu, that was not verie euill dif] 
ſed , for as yet hee had not learned the trickes of t 
holy Houſe, nor well digeſted their couetous and cruel 
lawes , being otherwiſe verie courteous, and a man not 
far ſtricken in yeares : his name was Petro 4 Herrera. Who 
entreated the priſoners very well, and ſhewed them ſuch 

gentleneſſe 


pans and favour as he could, yet cloſely and couert- 
y. becauſe he knew the luquiſitours in that poynt well 
enough, how much they were enclined to tyranny. It 
happened in his time ( as oftentimes it doth when a num- 
ber are apprehended at once) that among other priſoners,a 
certaine honeſt Matron was commited to his ward, with 
two of her one daughters: which being put into ſeuerall 
priſons, had a great longing to ſee one another, and each 
to comfort the other in their diſtreſſes. Whereupon they 
beſoughttheir keeper to ſuffer them to come together, 
if it were but onely for a quarter of an howre,or the ſpace 
that each might but imbrace other. The keeper being of a 


"ow nature, was content they ſhould ſo do, and ſu 
to bet by the ſpace of halſe an houre: & aſter 


they had a little ſhewed their affections, and done their 
duety each to other, the daughters to their mother, and 


ſhee to them bee brouglit euery one to her owne 
— ed 


hee ſhewed them, in ſuffering them to meete and talke 

but onely for halfe an ſpace, went to the 
holy Houſe , confeſſed his fact, and prayed pardon there- 
fore, ſuppoſing like a foole by his owne confeſſion to 
haue eſcaped the penaltiethereof. Burt the Inquilitors (to 
whom it is incident to abhorre all kind of humanity ) 
deemed it ſo haynous an offence , that they commanded 
him forthwith to be haled into priſon : wherein, partly 
by meanes of the great extremitie that was ſhewed vnto 
him, and partly of very thought and a certaine conceite 
that hee tooke t „ being therewithall ſomwhat 
melancholike, fell belide himſeife : and yet his infirmit; 
and madnes notwithſtanding , they releaſed him no iote 
of his puniſhment, But after that hee had beene kept a 


whole yeate in a vile priſon, they brought him vpon their 
L 2 triumphing 
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triumphing a Sambenit on his back, and a rope 
abour his neck like a and there gaue ſentence vpon 
him : firſtto be whipped about the city in the high ſtreeres, 
and to haue two hundred ſtripes on him , and 
and afterwards to ſerue in a Gallie as a ſlaue, for ix yeares, 
The next day following, as he was brought from the Ca- 
ſtle Tua with their acucſtomed ſolemnity. to bee ſcour- 
ged, one of his madde firs that was wont to take him each 
other hower, came at the ſame time him very pitiful 
ly, fo that in caſting himſelf off from the Aſſes back her- 
on he was ſet in delpight, hee fell vpon the A/gnazs, and 
doubtleſſe had ſlaine him with a (word which he {natched 
out of his hand, if the people that gathered about him, had 
not ſuddainly laid hands on him, and ſet him vpon the 
Alle againe, binding him ſomewhat ſurer, to the inte nt 
that he might receiue the reſt of his payment, And after 
he had receiued his two hundred ſtripes, the Inquiſitourt 
commanded, that for his euill vſage & behauicr ſhewed 
towards the A/gnazs, he ſhould continue in the gally four 
cares moe ouer and aboue the other ſix, to make vpaiult 
So well doe theſe good and godly Fathers re- 

ward charitie and deeds, and courtelie with crueltie 
and extremitiey{o that a mad man with them may not play 
a mad touch. | 
Howbeitzthere was one that was this mans for 
called Gaſper Bennanidro for couetouſnes & cruell dealing a 
monſter rather then a man, inſomuoh that he was growue 
to ſuch a greedineſſe, that hee would defraud the poore 
priſoners — — of their ſmall pittance and allowance, be · 
ing both euill of it ſelf for want of good cookery, & worſe 
a great deal by meanes of his filching : ofwhich victuals ſo 
lurched and purloined from them, hee would make good 
Marchandice, & ſell them in Trina. Moreouer, ſuch allow- 
ance of mon as ſhould haue been paid to a Laundres for 
waſbing the ptiſonera clothes, hee conuerted wholly into 
his one purſe, nothing regarding bow ſluttiſhly * pris 
ners. 
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ſoners went fora great whil together, without any ſhiſt, & 
thus deceiuetd both thelnquilirors & the Treaſurer,who 
allowed the keeper in his accounts for ſuch& ſuch mony 
paid & receiued tothe priſoners behoof,for whoſe weekly 
—— was appoi — — — — you, 
the e negligence & ſlip ealin h parties: 
Firſt, the winking of — at — K beha- 
uiour : and ſecondly, the keepers vniuſt — of the 
poor priſoners. But to ſay the truth, it is no very hard mat · 
ter to deceiue them that wil neuer take paines to boult out 
a truth. For if any ofthe priſoners receiving neuer ſo much 
iniury at the keepers hand, had complained at any time, or 
grudged any thing at all, the cruell tyrant would findethe 
means to be even with them - for he would take & remoue 
him from the place that he was in before, and thruſt him 
into ſome deep Dunges which they cal Afezorre,& there 
would — alone ſor two or three daics, giuing him 
not ſo as a little ſtraw to lie vpon: & as for his diet, 
ther ſhould it be wholſome, nor yet ſufficient to hold 
ife and ſoul but like to kill him, or ar the leaſt to 
breed ſome extream ſickneile: all the which ſhould be done 
without commiſſion or warrant from the [nquilitors, and 
et would he very craftily and malic iouſſ 7 cen the 
— hand. that he did it wholly by the Inquifitors 
ciall commandement. Now if any that had beene ſo iniu- 
rioully dealt withall, meaning to make complaint thereof 
to the lnquiſitoura, ſhould deſire him to pray a day of hea · 
ring (as none may ſolicite that matter ſaue onely the kee- 
per) thecraftie knaue ſuſpecting that hereby hee ſhould 
ma ke a rodde for his one taile, would beare the 
ner in hand hee had ſo done, and therewithall tell him, it 
would —— — and thus with _ 
forged anſwers would keepe re ner in 
d twelue or fifteene — Lyon thought 
anger were ſomewhat aſſwaged, and his courage 


his 


rowly cooled, and then at the length would remove him 
1 thence 


* 
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thence to his old priſon againe, makingthe poor man be- 
leeue, that he had cauſe tothank him for it, which of meet 
compaſſion and pittie that he took vpon him, trauay led 
to the Inquiſitours, and became an earneſt ſuter to then 
to get him releaſed. In ſumme, ſuch filching he vied , and 
extremitie hee ſhewed towards the ers, that di- 
uers men of very good credit and eſtimation with the ln- 
quiſitours, did make complaints thereof, Whereupon 
he was committed to priſon, and being found guiltie of 
divers kindes of treacheries , yet notwithſtanding in 55 
— pen him, he found the Inquiſitours hi 


very good and mailters, who knew full well that 
he had beene afull ſure ſtake to their holy Houſe , anda 


trullie ſeruitour: ſo that his iu was eaſie enough 
vpon the other his ſucceſſour, 


nothin r 
— ſuffered the mother & her daughters to meet & 


together for the ſpace but of one hower . albeit 


— — — him, 
he deſerued to be dealt withall in as euill fort altogether, 


as the other was for his pittie and mercifulneſſe. But to 

i in the end was this: to ſtand vp- 
a wax taper in his hand, and after - 
wards to be baniſhed the citie for five yeares, And wheras 
they vie wholy to confiſcate other mes goods, they did on- 
ly put this man to his fine of forfaiting the fee due to him 
by reaſon of his office, that ſhould haue bin paid vnto him 
by the holy Houſe : and this was done rather to ſatisfic his 
accuſers,then 


for zeal of puniſhing ſuch offences 
doneby their holy Othcers, 


The very ſame man had a maid-ſeruant in his houſe 
while he was in office there, who pittying the miſerable e- 
ſtate that the poore priſoners were in, pined and hunger- 
ſtarued by meanes of that wicked lew her Maiſter / for ſhe 


herſelfe fauoured the Goſpel) did diuers times ſpeake vn- 
to them at the grate, comforting & exhorting them ſo wel 
28 ſhe could, to arme themſelues with pacience and did 


ſundry 


"wp 


— —„— 
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ſundry times put vnder the dore ſome good & wholeſom 
meates for their weake and feeble bodies, declaring no leſſe 
— — deedes, then ſhee had before vttered in words. 
Whole zeale( no doubt) was ſo much the more meruailous, 
that wanting of her dn to part withal to Chriſts afflicted 
members, ſhee would priuily conuey from her Mailter 
ſome of the meate which hee had lurched from the priſo- 
ners of their due allowance, and fo reſtore vnto them their 
owne, And to giue vs the more cauſe to wonder at the 
miraculous prouidence of God, which of euill ſeede ſen- 
deth not alwaies the worſt corne , but ſomtimes the belt, 
this maiden had a little damoſell her maiſſers own daugh- 
ter to help her in theſe her conueiances. Moreouer, by this 
maydens meanes the priſoners came to vnderſtand one of 
anothers eſſate· and to know in what caſe every of their 
afflicted brethren was : the which thing was both a ſingu- 
lar comfort to themſelves , and a ſpeciall furtherance to 
their affaires. At the length, this alſo came to the Inquili- 
tours eares : who, after that they had kept her in priſon a 
whole yeare, and there made her partaker of the like 
hard nes that the other priſoners were inzcauſed her to bee 
brought out vpon the day of their triumph, and ſet vpon 
the ſcaffold, gaue ſentence vpon her, to weare 
the Sambenite,and to bee whipped about the town with 
like infamy and as had beene vſed to other be- 
fore, with two hu ſtripes : the which was wholly 
performed the next day following, Beſides this, they did 
alſo baniſh herthe cittie and the ſuburbes for tenne yeares, 
with this writting on her head, A fanonrer and aider of here- 
nes. Another alſorhat ſo ſore incenſed the Inqui- 
ſitours againſt her, was this for that it was confeſſed vnto 
ww tm 1 of others, that ſhee had diſcloſed 

vnto citizens , after what fort the priſoners were 

entreated at the hands, aſwell in their diet as 

otherwiſe. The examplebeing compared with the 


former concerning the fact of her maſter, and the puniſh- 
ments 


— NGC — — 
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_ 2828 8 is euiĩdence en- 
| to ſhew what i they vie in puniſhing ma- 
lefactours. But to my — : _—; 
The priſoners lt is a thing that hath neuer beene ſeen nor heard of be- 
— fore their time, that either the moſt gallie ſlave, or he that 
41 endured the worlt kind of bondage that euer was deviſed 
by man ſhould beereftrained and forbidden the ſolace of 
ſong, to recreate himſelſe withall in the middeſt of his ſo- 
rowtuldumpes,to drive away fantaſies , and to relieue his 
and heauie heart with ſome kind of lightning. But 
this holy Houſe paſſing & exceeding all thetyrannies that 
euet haue beene practiſed by or vpon any, depriueth the | 
poore wretches of his ſmall ſolace in their greateſt miſe. 
ries and extremities, For if any of the priſoners begin to 
ſing any Pfalme,to the intent to eaſe his preſent griefe 
—— rnb gn 
or in thereof 0 , the 
— — make of 
» faking it to boa great hinderance to their affaires if the 
| beat any time light harted, becauſetheir purpoſe 
to — — in perpetuall ſla and thraldome, 
without hauing any one good day in all their lives, Ther- 
fore ſo ſoone as they heare any of the priſoners to ling or 
ſay ought aloud, by and by is there a or two ofthe 
Diuell, that is to ſay, one Notary or other, with the keeper 
of the priſon to command them ſilence, and to charge 
them in the Inquilitours names to make no countenauce 
of mirth ypon paine of Excommunicatien, Which if hee 
ſeeme to contemne and make light of, or elſe to laugh at 
(as indeede it is no better worthy } hee ſhall haue a bit on 
on his tong, and be taught his obedience, will he nill be, 
and thenceforth be taken for a rebell and a contemner of 
the Inquilitours authority, and ſhall not bee ſuffered to 
yon but in a very low note, whereof they themſelues 
* 
done 


int him the tune, and Sol. ſa it before him. This is 
two ſpeciall conſiderations. The one to 9 
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the poor ſoules of all kind of ſolace (as I ſaid before) : the 
other, for that the craftie old Syres learn by dayly experi- 
ence, that ſuch ſinging of Pſalmes or other ſongs made out 
of the Scripture, is a maruailous comfort vntothem, anda 
great incouraging and hartening to otherstheir weak bre- 
thren that lie a great diſtance from them in other priſons. 
There is alſo another cauſe why they enioin them ſilence, 
for that by ſong or loud ſpeaking they might one know 
of another. Therefore it happeneth many times, that a 
man and his friend, the father and the ſonne, the husband 
and the wife, ſhall be all within one priſon-houſe, by the 
ſpace oftwo or three yeares together, and neither of them 
know of the others being there, till the time come that 
they ſee one — Doom-· day vpon the ſcaf · 
fold. And vpon this conſideratien eſpecially, this is wont 
to be one of their common queſtions in every day of hea- 
ring : Whether the priſoners ot ſeuerall priſons haue con - 
ſerred or — —— one .d the o- 
thers being there: and i nd it to be ſo, ſtraight vpon 
it, they ſhiſe priſons, and examine them vpon — 
terrogatory, to beat one thing out of another, if they haue 
had any maner of conference, or what counſell each of 
them gaue to the other. 

And this is the whole order of the priſoners diet :ſo that 
ſuch as goe not to the (take, for the moſt part periſh there, 
eyther of the great filth & ſtench of che priſon ; or if they 
bee deli thence, dye ſhortly afrer of the french dif- 
caſe , growing vpon them by reaſon of their corrupt and 
naughtie diet : either elſe of abundance of Melancholy,be- 
come altered in their wits, or at the leaſt haue ſuch queſie 
bodies diſpoſed to theſe or to ſome other greater maladies, 
that they conſume away by little and little, leading a farre 
more miſerable life , than were any death that they could 
oye. For proofe whereof, out of a number of examples, 

— only out ofthe Inquiſition at S. 
wil one to be reported in al Chronicles for a 
M ſpecial 
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ſpeciall example of their barbarous dealings. 
Not many yeares agoe, there arriued a certaine Engliſh 
ſhip into the port S. Lucars, whicht he Familiars going a- 
boord vpon, to make {earch for Religion, as their manner 
is to doe before any man otthem may be ſuffered to come 
on land, they tookeand carryed with thenTrd priſon di- 
uets Engliſhmen that were in her, vpon ſuſpicion which 
they had on them to be profellors of the Golpell, by cer- 
taine tokens and likelihoods which they eſpyed in them, 
and knew them by, In the ſame ſhip there was allo a little 
boy not paſſing tenne or twelue y cares of age, ſonne to a 
very ricli . of England, that was owner (as they 
ſaid) both oi the ſhip, and the molt part of her lading. A- 
mong other they tooke alſo this yong child (as they pre- 
tended)for hauing in his hands Dawds Plalmes in Engliſh, 
But whoſo doth indifferently vnderſtand of their coue- 
touſnelle and nau 5 practices, may well thin ke without 
any offence to the oly Inquiſition , that the Fathers 
wealth was the occaſion, both of rhechilds impriſonment, 
and of the other miſery that did befall him afterward, 
Wherupon, they made Sequei7ration of the ſhip and goods, 
and carryed the child to priſon with the reſt of his com- 
pany, where he aboad by the ſpace of 6. or $ moneths, 
This child was ſo well brought vp by his parents in vertue 
and good diſcipline, andthe ſame toołe ſo deepe root in 
Tom 45k dewed with the grace of God, that notwith- 
ſtanding his tender age and hard impriſonment, he ceaſed 
not (till to giue muſt cuident rokens of the ſame his good 
and godly education: inſomuch that many and ſundry 
times, but ſpeciallyeuery morning and evening , hee did 
accultomably vie to lift vp his eyes to heauen, and to call 
vpon God,from — taught to looke and hope 
for all helpe and ſuccour. And as his keeper eſpyed him 
now and then making his prayers in that fort, whereas he 
uy. to haue beene aſhamed of himſelfe and othis pa ga- 
iſme, to ſee in ſo tender age ſuch a patterne of piety nd, 
godli- 
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odlines before his face, in ſtead thereof, ſo ſoone as he be- 
Id him lifting vp his eyes to heauen ſaying ſome Pſalm 
| or other prayersin Engliſh, Now ſurely ( faith he)rhis boy 
; is become a pretty heretick already. Atter the child had 
continued the foreſaid ſpace in that darkedungeon (being 
tenderly brought vp tofore in his fathers houſe) by reaſon 
he moiſture & dampe of the priſon,& ot his corrupt diet, 
he fell into an extreame ſicknes. Whereof as ſoone as the 
Inquiſitors had intelligence, they gaue commandement to 
remoue him thence, and to carie him to the Cardmum 
boſpitallrill hee were recouered. This holpitall is a houſe — Hoſp! 
that ſerueth for ſuch as fall extremely ſicke within any of e 
the priſons belonging to the Inquiſition. Howbeit they 77. 
are not dealt withaUlcherein any thing more gently then /:0:. 
| they were before in their priſons , ſauing onely that they 
haue phyſick, which is allowed them verie liberally by the 
| Hoſpitall „and may tender their bodies ſornwhat more 
charily for their healthes ſake. Neither may any man bee 
ſuffered to reſort to the patient, but his phyſi:ian and 
the ſeruants ofthe Hoſpitall. But ſo ſoone as the patient 
beginneth to bee on the mending hand, though hee bee 
not altogether ſound, and verfectly whole, heis carried 
thither from whence he came. Marry this child being by 
reaſon ofa greatlicknes which he caught in this long and 
painefull impriſonment, remoued into this Hoſpitall, be- 
came benummed in his legs, neither can any man tellany 
certainty what became of him afterward. Let every man 
weigh now with himſelte & confider, whether it beſeeme 
theſe good fathers ſorudely to deale with a child and a 
ſtrãger, or if there be found any ſuch vnreaſonable kind of 
dealing among the wild Scythians to ouerpaſſe the great 
{poile of the ſhip and her Marchandiſe with ſilence. 
At the fame verie time welnigh there was a certaine 
Turke taken and carried to the ſame priſon, who lad vo- 
| luntarily forſaken and abiured the Mahomerical impietie, 


and was newly comefrom Marrock , the chiefe Cittieand 
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head of the realm of Aavritaria, into that part of Spaine 
that lyeth directly ouer againſt it, diuided by Midland ſea, 
But ſauouring as yet of that venemous licour, wherewith 
he was poiſoned in his cradle, and fed withall from his in- 
fancy(for as yet he had not take out any one leſlon of Chri- 
ſtianitie for want of a teacher) and hnding moe faults and 
worſe enormities among the Chriſtians, than hee had left 
behinde him among his countreymen the M ores, ſuppo- 
ſing himſelfe to bee in good ſafetie there, and therefore 
more careleſſe, happened to fay on a time, that the Moriſh 
law (meaning their religion) was farre better than the 
Chriſtians : for the which ſaying hee fell into the Inquiſi- 
tours hands ; whotothe end that they might bring him 
into a better mind, ſchooled and catechiſed him in ſuch 
fort, that he confelled in priſon plainly, that from the firſt 
day of his Chriſtendom it neuer repented him that he was 
become a Chriſtian, till he came within the Inquiſitours iu- 
riſdiction, where it grieued him to ſee force and violence, 
wrongs, iniuries, and tyrannie of all ſorts, executed with 
extremitie. 
1 Cnaye. XI. 
ſoners dſitatiom. 

1 hath beenea me generally receiued in all pla- 

ces which haue ſought to bee renowned by ſitting in 
the ſeate of luſtice and equitie vprightly and indifferently, 
thar certaine times ſhould ſpecially bee appointed for the 
vilitation of priſons, to the intent that the keepers ſhould 
not their priſoners, but that ſuch iniuries as 
eyther they had alreadie , or thereafter might receiue, 
ſhould bee redreſſed, and prevented, by the ouerſight of 
the chiefe rulers and iudges, ſo oft as neede were, A thing 
which both conſcience craueth, and the law of nature, & 
all policie and good government : laſt of all, God by his 
word commandeth, wherein the caſe and poore eſtate of 
ſuch as lye in bonds, is commended vnto vs, and giuen vs 
{ſpecially in charge to be conſidered. Wherefore, to reſiſt 
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number of wrongs (beſides other that come not to our 
eares) whichthe report was that the holy Houſe had done 
| to their priſoners, where there was no good to be done a- 
ny way but one(l mean by the viſitation of priſon-houſes) 
| marke I beſeech you the Inquiſitours, & conſider ye what 
hypocrits they are: which in reſpect of their holy houſe & 
nſiſtorie, with their glorious titles, and the very name 
of Sauctuy, wherin they ſeeme to excell all other prophane 
and temporall Courts, (ſhould haue bin by all reaſon more 
bountifull and gentle, more full of comfort and charity, 
and in withſtanding iniuries, molt iuſt and vpright, care- 
fully prouiding for the neceſſities of the poore afflicted, 
— duely puniſhing ſuch as had wronged them any way, 
eyther by couetous or cruell dealing: yet were they ſo 
farre from doing their dueties herein, that it ſeemeth ra- 
ther their viſitation was deuiſed of purpoſe to a clean con- 
trary end: in ſo much that thedayes when they keep their 
vilitations,may be more worthily termed dayes of Doom 
to the poore priſoners, than be thought meanes of caſe or 
reliefe oftheir miſeries ; as it appeareth molt evidently by 
their common maner of dealing, on ſuch dayes appointed 
for the viſitation, Whereof wee purpoſe here to makere- 
hearſall. 

The viſitation of priſons is commonly once or twice 
every moneth kept by the. lnquiſitots, a Notary, and the 
Keeper, & for the moſt part vpon the Sunday or ſome o- 
ther ſeſtiuall day. The maner of it is on this wiſe: At the 
very firſt entrance into the priſon, the Inquilitor demand- 
eth of the priſoners theſe queſtions : How it is with them: The money 
what they want: whether their Keeper giue them any & e iþ 
uill language, or threaten them, or vſe any words of 
deſpight or reproach towards them: if he giue them their 
ful allowance in their diet duly and truly, or provide them 
ſhift of ſhirtes, with ſuch words, For in very deede there 
is no hope of one drop of comfort at their hands for all 
this buſineſle: but are onely words and queſtions of com- 
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mon courſe, &ſpeciall articles preſcribed vnto them to in- 
quire vpon, whereunto they neither adde any more in 
words, nor performe ſo much in deeds. As if the priſo- 
ner be halfe naked, or want a couch to reſt him on, and 
ſhould pray that his neceſſity may be conſidered & proui- 
ded for, they ſhape him ſuch an anſwer as ſerueth the both 
for winter & ſũmer. And their anſwer in ſummer is thus, in 
very mild & fatherly terms: Well ( ſay they )no w the wea · 
ther is warm, you may liue full well without either clothes 
or couch. And for winter in this ſort: True it is, it hath bin 
a great froſſ of late, but now that it thaweth, and the cold 
is come done and reſolued into ſnow and raine, ſo that 
the ayre is open and cleared, you ſhall haue a more ſeaſo- 
nable time. Care you for the garments where withall you 
ſhould cloth your ſoule, which ſtandeth in vttering the 
truth, and diſcharging your conſcience before this holy 
Houſe : for this ſhould be your ſpeciall care. And here is all 
the prquiſion which they make for them, for all their que- 
{tioning at the firſt ; and ſo departing as they came, their 
vilitation in the end turneth but to a ieſt: ſo that, if their 
viſitations were dayly, ye ſee all the comfort that the priſo- 
ners ſhould haue at theſe holy Fathers hands. Yet notwith- 
handing true it is, that ſome ſuch whom they owe ſpeciall 
fauour vnto, receive ſome curtelie at their hands, and eaſie 
it is to judge who they bethat find it, where coueteouſnes 
and cruelty keep their Court. 

Likewiſe if any of the priſoners, either learned or vnlear- 
ned, deſire to haue ſome good book, or the holy bible per- 
mitted them to read, to — intent to paſs that troubleſome 
and caretull time away to ſome profit, they ſhift him off 
with the like anſwer for a book, as they vie before to him 
that was naked and without garments, For the lnquiſi- 
tour will anſwer him · like a graue counſeller, That the true 
booke ie, to ſpeake the truth, and to diſcharge his conſci- 
ence in that holy Court, and that hee ought to bee 
occupied in that booke, that by recounting and recording 


thero- 
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thereof , hee might lay open his wounds and ſoares to 
their Lord{hips,that were moſt readie to giue him a plai- 
ſter : and this ( lay they) is the true booke, &c. But if the 
priſoacr be eari.citand impertunate in craving the ſame, 
either at that or the next vilitation ; hee ſhall be taught to 
hold his pc ace, d tobe antweted with reaſon. For if hee 
be ſo bod »aske what hkerh him, they will bee ſo good 
as to d ey whiat liłketh not them. To bee ſhort, they ſeeme 
to be wholly bent ypon his thing of purpoſe, diligently to 
ſee vntoit, that the priſoner haue nothing to looke or 
think vp but only his pteſent eſtate in miſery, that the grief 
thereof grating vpon him, may force him the rather to ſa- 
tis fie theirrequelts as much as may be. Howbeit, it the 

tiſo ner haue any friends or kinsfolke that a e able to re- 
ieue his mile. y by any meanes, perhaps they will ſend the 
Inquilitour ſome prettie preſent or other, to obtaine his 
fauour & good will, that their kinſeman may be ſomwhat 
more fauourably entreated. Now, all the hardneſſe of this 
matter reſteth on this point, to get the Inquilitour to 
take it. But for an other vnder- officers, it is an eaſie mat- 
ter to bribe them, ſo it be done priuily or by night: for ſuch 
fellows will ſoon be corrupted. Martie their mailters make 
it ſomwhat more daintie and (trange : yea it were a thing 
impoſſible, it a man would ta ke their firſt nay. Which 
commonly is after this ſort; that this holy Court is a 
Court incorrupt, that can away with bribes in no caſe,& c. 
But (ith heir anſwers are but from the teeth outward, all 
this adoo in excuſing them ſelues, and refuſing the proffer, 
is a plaine token that they would bee content to haue it 
with all their hearts, Therefore is the luquiſitour for the 
moſt part neuer without ſome of his brethren or ſiſters 
children about him, or ſome one ſeruant to whom hee 
ſhewerh (peciall favour and will: the which ſeruant 
mult be tendered and regarded as much as himſelte. Then 
ischete alſo anothet wayter that [handing by, and ſeeing 
this great adoo betwixtthe Inquifirour and the other par- 
ty, 
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ty, tke one proffering, and the other refuſing 25 faſt, when 
the party begiuneth to relent, ſhall come vnto him imme. 
diatly, and teach him a trick how to obtain his purpoſe; & 
entringtalk with him without any maner of occaſion, wil 
point him to one with his finger, and ſay, Sir, ſee ye yon» 
der the young gentleman that ſtandeth at my Lords el. 
bow? He is my Lords Nephue. Now is there none ſo very 
an Aſſe, that hauing made ſo much adoo in tempting the 
Inquilitour , but hee may eaſily perceiue that there is one 
ready to hold the poke, and to receiue his protfer, though 
the other refuſed it. And fo by this meanes at the length 
the poore priſoners get ſomewhat releaſed, hereby it is 
apparant,what ſpirit this holy Houſe is gouerned by,when 
couetouſnelle is able more to preuail with them ro further 
adced of charity, than charity for her one ſake could e- 
uer haue gotten or obtained at their hands. 
Cnae. XII. 
The att contayning the publication of the Sentences. 
Here remaineth now the laſt Act ofthe Tragedy, woch 
is the very winding vp of all that is to be done in this 
holy Court. Wherein both parties are pleaſed, & haue their 
ire. The [nquiſitours in obtayning their prey : the pri- 
ſoners ſeeing the terrible and continuall torments, the ſub- 
till leights 7 7—7„9 of the Inquiſitours, with their ex- 
tream and dealings, grow to an end, For then doe 
they heare their finall iudgements after their matters haue 
been toſſed to and fro many yeafes in open Court, and in 
ſo great an audience and aſſembly, as there hath not been 
ſeen a greater, no not at Ol/anpre it ſelf, This Act of Faith 
they commonly called Auto. And ſurely good cauſe why. 
For then isthe priſoners faith tried tothe vttermoſt, and 
ſheweth it ſelfe what it is, either by denying and abiurin 
Gods truth in open and ſolemne audience, or elſe by ſanck 
ing ſloutly and manfullytherein, in like ſolemnity of ſhew 


and view of all the ,thronging together . 
Let the ae dee the word dean 
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of it as they pleaſe : we doo conſtrue it thus, at in à ſence 
molt agreeable to Gods iudgement. 

This act hath wany idle devices, or to fpeake more 
aptly , this Paſcall of SR that is to ſay, 
this paſſage out of Egypt to the land of promiſe, I meane 
from the world to God, hath his Euen, his ion. Ioſ. 
13. For a few dayes beſore this feaſt, che fa uilitours vſe 
to call into the Court — Fs after other, all ſuch 
— are conhſcate:examining them what 

ds or goods they haue, and where they lie, charging 
them earneſtly thatthey conceale not one iot; declaring 
vnto them further , that if afterward it can be proued that 

haue kept any thing back, both fellonie ſhall be laid 
to their charge, and they alſo in whoſe hands it is found 
ſhall pay for it molt aſſuredly. After they haue confeſſed 
the whole truth of all their other goods and ſubltance ,be- 
lides ſuch as were taken and found in their one houſe 
at the firſt time of their apprehenſion, and ſo ſequeſtred, 
and that all be eſtreited into the accomptes of the Eſchec- 
quer, they returne one to his own priſon againe, 
being aſſured to loſe all their goods, howſoeuer they 
eſcape with their lives, 

But the right Exe» is the daie next and immedi- 
ay going before the feſtiuall day, For then towards 
night they cauſe all the men to bee brought together 
into a large priſon heuſe, ſuch as are appoynted 
to bee brought forth the next morrow to doo di- 
vers kindes of penance before all the people, accor- 
ding as it is enioyned vnto them in their 
ſentences, This word penance , is a word borrowed 
and by them vpon the vſe of the old pri- 
mitiue h , for certaine penalties and puniſh- 
meats vſurped towards — another like priſon 


they bring all the women togerher likewiſe, But ſuch 
6 each in — 
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Sambeuit 


90 A diſcauery of the 
ſons again, about g. or io of the clock at night, there is 
ſent to each of them ſome pelting Prieſt to cary them this 
heauie tidings, and to be their gholtly father. And now 
at this laſt inftant, the man to whom God hath giuen the 
ſpirit of conſtancy and boldnes, maketh his lalt protella- 
tion of his faith, tothe ſhame of his Confeſſour, and con- 
fulion ofall that helliſh army. Bur on the other part , hee 
that hath not beenie conllant tofore, nor is at this pre- 
ſent ,hath now a time to call for grace at Gods handes 
( the onely — of all gifts and graces ) thoſe eſpeciall 
gifts of conllancy and patience. Howbeit both ſortes haue 
much to do with their ghoſtly fathers : the one in mainte- 
nance of their faith now in their laſt howreand molt dan- 
gerous timeofall : the other in hopeleſſe entreating and 
ying their pardon of life. Vet is there neither of them 
h but in that night they are occupied on every ſide, ſu- 
ſtaining ( no doubt ) a great temptation, hoth in that their 
fleſh is fraile, and the diuell ſlirting z and yet ſure it is, that 
the heavenly Father forgetteth not his children in what 
howre. Vea, this night wherein his members ſuffer ſuch 
agony, may be well reſembled vnto thatawhich God him- 
ſelfe the head of all, ſuffred, both for the anguiſh of the pa- 
tients, and the comfort that came from heauen. 

The next morrow by day breake, the Familiars and all 
the teſt of the officers pertaining to the Inquilition,atſem- 
ble together euery man to — office about this holy 
Sacrifice, and to attire ſuch priſoners as are to be brought 
out before the people every one in his aray, very curioully, 
in ſuch ſort as was by the ſentence pronounced & preſcri- 
bed, Wherof ſuch as ſtood ſtoutly to their rackling, & de- 
fended their profeſſion againit their deteſtable fallhoods , 
weare the Sambenit vnto the very (take, which is a linnen 
ment of the colour of the earth. made like to a coate-ar- 
mour, and all to be painted with black diuels, over whom 
the manful ſouldiour of Chriſt criympheth in token of vi- 
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ctorie. On his head he hath a hat long like a turret, wher- 
on is pictured the image of a man burning in the fire with 
many diuels about him, plying him with fire and fagots. 
It is much after the maner of a foughten held, as | may li- 
ken it. For there is the whole skirmiſh, with the overthrow 
of his enemies, ſet fora greater glory & ſhew of conqueſt 
and victory. Moreouer, their tongues are nipped and pin- 
ched with a cleft peece of wood which they call Mordazas, 
of the | atia word Mordes to bite, becaule the priſoners 
ſhould not make any proteſtation before the people, either 
of their innoceney, ot of their beliete; hauing beſides this 
about their necks new cords made of bentes , and their 
hands faſt bound behind them. Whereby he declareth(in 
mine opinion) like a good champion (though his deſerts 
in other reſpects be ſome what) yet that hee repoſeth no 
truſt or con fidence in them, but in the onely and vnſpea- 
keable mercies of God, for the confeſſing of whoſe holy 
name he is readieto dye the molt terrible death, & ſo will 
appeare before the judgement ſeate of God: whereas if 
God ſhould deal: with him ſtraitly according to the letter 
and thelaw , notwithſtanding all thoſe glorious workes 
that make him ſo famous among men, hee ſhould well 
find, there were nothing remaining for him in the end, but 
the deſtinie and — of a villanous theefe. And on this 
ſort come theſe conſtant martyrs diſguiſed , and bearing 
theſe badges: fitſt vpon the ſtage, & ſo conſequently to the 
ſtake. Likewiſe, they that by reuolting and denying the 
truth, haue brought the Fathers in ſome hope ofthetr ſal- 
uation, haue tudgement of death neuertheleſſe, and are a- 
rayed in like ſort, ſave only that in ſteede of the diuels pi- 
ctures, there is the image of the croſſe,hauing their hands 
—— in like ſort; — — — haue borne — 

es & cognizance of true faith and manly co 0 
— mls — — Falſe faith. 
And in like fort dot all the reſt come forth, arayed as 
the other, and beſette with like badges more or leſſe, as 
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var the Inquilicours te diſgrace them in the ſight of 
But at what time the priſoners ate ready to paſſe out 
of the Caſtle Ivana where they were impriſoned, then 
the holy Houſe affecteth of purpoſe to ſeeme full vf pitty 
and yo u__ them; in the ſight of the — 
people. For after that bee diſguiſed on this ſort, and 
euery man ſet in his order as he ſhall iiſue forth, they 
are commanded to pauſe a While, and forthwith are cer- 
raine tables {pread for them as they ſtand, and a very plen- 
tifull breakfaſt in ſhew , of roſted hennes, kidde , and ſuch 
like prepared, wherewith they would blind the common 
ſort, and perſwade them, that they had bin none otherwiſe 
vſed in priſon, —— now at the laſt to make them a 
mends tor the euill entertainment which they had before. 
Howbeit the poor ſouls are in that taking at that time, that 
they will doe the meat no great harme, and therfore thoſe 
cut-throats the Familiars, v vic to gard the priſoners on 
each ſide, do cemonly ſnatch the meat from before them, & 
deuour it without _ — — As for the 
preparation, ſuch is their (tate in that triumph, as neuer was 
— — the like pomp in Perfa,nor triumph in Rome comparable 
rowrs in. therunto. Firſt & formoſt goe the Children ofthe — 
where the youth is brought vp at learning · who both wi 
their nic ſong,6& aray which they are kept in by cer: 
taine Clerkes that walkevp and down by them in (urplut« 
ſes, mouea pretty deuotion. Their dittie is the letanies : the 
one part ofthe Quier anſwering another, and thefoote ot 
their ſong is, Ora pro alis. After them goe ſuch as doe pe- 
nance, placed as it were in certain degrees, ſo that ſuch 2s | 
haue the eaſieſt puniſhments goenext in order vnto the 
Children, and are to bee diſcerned from other by theſe to- 
lens : tapers in their hands vnlighted, ropes about their 
necks;&ernacles vpon their tongues, with hats of paper, 
bare-headed, put on thoſe hats, but without 
Jokes like the better or richer man commeth u- 


waies 
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waies hindmolt. Next vnto theſe goe they that are di 
in Sembenites,that is to ſay, a linnen garment ſhaped like a 
coat-armour with a red croſſe ouerthwart, obſeruing the 
ſtate and condition of euery perſon, as is ſaid before, But 
ſuch as haue bin berayed with their Orders, are preferred 
before others, both for eſlimation & place. Laſtly cõmeth 
in thethird rank, thoſe that are condemned to the fire: of 
the w® fort, fo many as haue refuled Gods truth, and beta- 
ken themſelues in ſteed thereof to lyes, in hope of mercy at 
mans hand, doe well deſerue to goe before the reſtthar re- 
mainedconl(tit to the end, whom the Inquiſitors place in 
the tere ward as the fitteſt for them even in their own 
iudgements, in reſpeR of their vertue and faith. Alſo on 
each hand of every priſoner,there goeth a Familiar all ar- 
med to gard him, and belides them two Monks or Thea. Theſe be thy 
»i (as they term them) attending on every one that is rea- leſvite; 
dy to ſuſter, to perſwade them tooth & naile, not to cleaue 
vnto that doctrine now at their departure out of this 
world,wherin they haue bin trained and taught hitherto. 
Which wicked importunity is as great a grief in my fãcy to 
| him that conflantly hath perſeuered hitherto , as any tor- 
| ment that hee hath endured. Immediately after the pri- 
ſoners,doe follow in order, as the maner is in all ſolemni- 
Gee rl the wholeſlate of the City, which conliſteth vpon 
Algwaziler,Conſtables , Gomernoxrs of the 24, Wards, the 

es of euerie Court, the Regent or Viceroy and Aſſi- 
ſtant, and after them a great troupe of noble gentlemen on 
horſeback : next vnto them the State ecclelialticall, In the 
firſt rank the Clerks, Vicars and Curats : in the ſecond the 
| whole Chapiter of the Cathedrall Church commonly 
called Cab Eccleſia majoris : In thethird place the 


Abbots and Priors with their Couentes: and laſt of 
all, after Il theſe followeth the holy Houſe , which 
triumpheth indeede , and is in iolly ſlate that day. Be- 
fore whom as they paſſe, there is a way made in re- 

ſpect of their honours,and a compalle kept, wherein the 
N 3 Fiſcal 
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Fiſcal, one that taketh no ſmall paines in the holy Houſes 
behalfe towards the obtaining of this victory, having a 
flagge of reddamaske diſplaied in warlick taſhioa (for all 
the world) occupieth the place of the Standard-bearer, * 
The flag is of curky worke, full of much good work- 
manſhip, and hath on the one (ide the Popes armes that 
firft granted the charter of the Inquiſition , and on the o- 
ther the image of King Ferdinando that firſt admitted it, 
all verie ſumptuouſly embrodered with ſilke and purple: 
and in the top ofthe Standard is fixed a rich croſſe of (il- 
uer and gilt with the crucifixe, which the people make 
after more ſuperſtitiouſly a great deale, than they doe af- 
ter anie other croſſe, onely becauſe it is the eroſſe pertai- 
ning to the holy Inquiſition, Lalt of all, come the Fathers 
themſelues a verie ſoft {et pace for grauity ſake, trium- 
ntly as chiefe Emperours of that conqueſt, Hard at 
their heeles follow the Familiars and Promoters belong- 
ing tothe holy Houſe, all on horſeback,as the maner was 
inthe triumphes at Rome for every Captaine conquerour 
to haue his ſouldiers hard at his elbow. After the which, 
come thecommon people hand ouer head with a won- 
derfull preſſe. With this pomp they paſſe from Tru 
wherethe Inquiſitours priſon is, to a certain ſcaffold made 
of wood, and reared vp a — height in the middeſt of 
the high ſtreet and chieſe of all the citie, ſor the Penitenti- 
aries to ſtand vpon in view of all the people, there to hear 
the ſentence pronounced vpon them. Being come vpon 
the ſcaffold, they cauſe them to ſit downe, euery man and 
woman in the ſame order that he or ſhecame in. Right 
ouer againſt the which, there is alſo another ſtage ſet vp of 
like quantitie, wherein is erected a ſtately kinde of Conſi- 
ſtory for the Inquilitours, where they ſit in their maieſtie 
like gods with all their traine about them that followed 
them thither. 
Here it would not be impertinẽt( as I ĩudge)to diſcourſe 
a little in comparing the Triumph of our adueſaicowith 
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the publicke Penance vſed in the primitiue Church, and 
ſet out by theſe godly Biſhops and Paltours in thoſe daies, er 
wherein was nothing but meere Godlineſſe ſoug hr, with _ Po, 
a fervent and vnf ned zcale of the amendment and ſalua- the p... 
tion of the repentants : into the which neuer anie entred mtrvc 
but hee departed thence to his great comſort, though with . 
ſome ſhame. Aud his ſhame was for his ottence, but the 
eaſe of his griete z and the plaiſter which the Paſtours and 
Preachers applied to his ruptures, was the perfect Plaiſler 
and true Sanatiue, that healed his wounded and corrupt 
conſcience. Neyther was it their maner that preſcribed 
the penance, to triumph on that day, or to ſend for their 
braueſt ſures out oftheir wardrobes,to goe and ſhew them- 
ſelues abroad - in in token of ioy and victorie: but came 
themſelues in mourning weede, and fo likewile did the 
whole congregation , declaring by that outward ſhew 
of ſorrow, that their hearts were touched inwardly with 
the fall and infirmities ot their brethren, luſomuch that 
manie times the Cenſors themſelues haue been ſeen to ſhed 

moe teares than haue the Penitentiaries, vnfainedly ſor- 
rowing the ſhame which the other ſuſtained (as right and 
reaſon was) for their miſdeeds. Neither was any of them 

put to any kind of death one or other, or ſo ſmartly ſcour- 
ged, that by meanes ofthe ſtripes pearcing ſo deep, a man 
might haue ſcene the bare bone, nor the vtter ſhame & 
diſcredite both of themſelues and their whole poſteritie 
ſought hereby: but whatloeuer was done, it was referred to 
this end, that they might recouer the good name again a- 
mong the congregation, w® they had loſt before by their 
miſdeameanor. As for any of the Preachers or Minilters, 
none of them had any allowance or fees from the Eſchec- 
quer, or any one fleece or locke uf wool from the backes 


of anyof his flacke, neyther was any thing found in their 


houſes that came by ſpoile of the poore.Ezechie/ 25507 Jo 
Woe be ta you ,&c.Againlt the which albeit there 


be good cauſe to complain and cry out preſently, yet * 
there 
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there perhaps be ſome other oportunitie el{where to do it 
My meaning in this placeis, onely to make a plat without 
any order or faſhion, that ſuch as haue any ſenſe at all left 
within them in this vniuerſall time of ignorance and do- 
tage, may ne to weigh and conſider what difference 
there is t theſe triumphes ſet out with fuch prepara- 
tion and iollitie, and the publick penance vſed in the Pri- 
mitiue Church,whichthe holie Houſe braggeth ſo much 
that they retaine till this 2 
Thus, when euery man hath taken his place in order, 
one beginneth a Sermon, which is purpoſely deviſed 
much in commendation of the holy Houſe , and the con- 
furaris of ſuch hereſies as they are preſently about to pro- 
ſecure, But the greateſt part of it is ſpent in ſhamefull and 
Nanderous reproaches, wherewith they charge the good 
chriſtians, adding one trouble and priefe in the neck 
of another. W — — good perk 
ſeeing themſeluesſet there as wondering ſtoc ks to all the 
and marks for them to ſhoot all their divelifh darts 
ofſhamefull and reproachfull ſlanders at, either it is be- 
cauſe they beare them off with the ſure buckler of faith: or 
elſe by reaſon that they haue been acquainted there with, 
and their hearts hardned with ſuch continuall exerciſe, 
like ſenceleſſe men they feel no no touch of them. When 
the ſermon is finiſhed, they begin to reade the ſentences 
giuen vpõ the penitentiaries in order as euery man came, 
or in place as they ſit, beginning with ſuch as are to haue 
the eaſieſt ta and puniſhments irſt. This part of 
the Act is ſom hat long, & becauſe it is the c part, 
therefore it requireth ſome ſpecialltreatiſe, but hereafter 
in more conuenient place. The Sentences being thus or- 
al pronounced, the chiefe Commiſſioner for the In- 
ſingeth certain ſhort praiers for the Conuerts(#s 
call them) which neuertheleſſe muſt die alſo: the effect 
wherof is, that God would vouchaſe to extend his mercy 
and fauour towards them, that they — 
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feſſi ogthe doArine of the Church of Rome, & die therin. 
Which don iu to ling Miſerere the 5 1.Plalme for 
the obtaining o fauour and mercy towards the Pe- 


nitentiaries; and that the diſcipline and abſolutions done 
and executed vpon them by the Fathers, may be effectuall 
& auailable vnto them to true tance, The ſentences 
are molt commonly theſe, Death without mercie: n hy- 
ping with exttemitie, that the parties either not at all, or elſe 
verie hardly eſcape with their liues: Condenmation to the 
gall , & Forfaiture of all their goods, with ſuch like penal- 
ties, wherein the good mother-church of Rome exten- 
deth her pittie and compaſſion towards her children by 
the Inquilitours as by her meanes, thinking the proote 
and the effect of true repentance neceſſarily to con- 
ſiſt therein . Now ſurely the whole world may ſee and 

ive (and that not onely ſuch as haue drunke of 
— ) the ourageous tyrannie of ſuch Termagants 
they are the true Church of Chriſt, and be occaſioned 
thereby to remember themſelues, and to eſteeme of chem 


a3 _—_—_ 
The Pſalme being ended, which they abuſe to their 
purpoſe molt — and abominably, in a plaine 
mockerie ( as they doe commonly all other places of 
Scripture ) the chiefe Inquiſitour lingeth a ſort of Ver- 
ficles : and the whole Quier anſwereth them with their 
Reſponſes , in a high and a loud note, ſtrayning their 
cunning and pipes to the vttermoſt. Which done, the 

iſitour of his abſolute authoritie pronounceth abſo- 
lutionia akind of note, wherein hee abſolueth all ſuch 
as are come home to the church of Rome (but torſa- 
ken Chriſt ) from all their errors whereof they ſhew them 
t, foraſmuch as they haue ſwefued from the 


ſelues peni 
— Howbeitthis abſolution mult haue none 
other conſtruction. than bath the Romiſh abſolution 4 ca- 


N tau, but not 4 pears.that oY fay,from the fault only, 
Not 
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not from the penalty. For they muſt forthwith, notwith- 
ſtanding this their recantation, abide the penalties with- 
out either - iuſtice, or 
After the ion, the [nquilitours haue yet one o- 
ther notable deuice to yphold their kingdom withall as it 
proce, thar they ary dale in doabes uf nar chey ner 
. they are in , nor they nor 
— — — And done is 
is: a people gathered together at time, 
whereof ſome come to ſee the ſolemnity above 20.Jeagues 
—— — —— 
thereby, vowin rmance thereof, that will 
liue and dye in — my. rebrtbg 
Rome, and by all meanes poſſible, to their power defend 
and maintaine it —— — againſi 
any whoſoever ſhall goe to overthrow it. More 
ouer, they make them toforſweare and curſe , whatſoever 
is contrary to that whichthe church of Rome holdeth and 
aſtirmeth for true. Alſo that to their power they ſhall main- 
taine and the holie Houſe , and defend allthe ofh- 
cerst &c. In witnes wherof,and for a further ſurety 
ofthe —— — I 
a man ſee t common people, & t higher 
— dhremb wid gredrcden, 


together,cuery 
er forward of 


——— and what can 

— . —⅛ bind 

— with, an oath and made a ſolemne vow , — 
t 
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they would neither cate nor drinke till they had lain Pas/, 
3. And theſe men ſay we)ſinne thrice fo as 
, and therefore are leſſe bound to ſeebe to ſaue 
wickedly taken and ſo vngodly.Firlt,for that they 
of a blind and therefore a wicked zealc, in defence ofcheir 
law, do againſt the Goſpell of Chrilt. Secondly, in a- 
abhominably prophaning the name of God, 
ſwearing by his holy name,with al their might & main,to 
maintaine an evill quarrell, and deprefle a better, which 
lieth not in them to do, Thirdly, w they ſhould in 
time reuokeand tetract allchings ain(t God and 
his holy word,they do ſtill proceed & go forward in their 
purpoſe like the ſtubburne and ſtifnecked lewes, Can 
man comein now and auer the contrary ? But when 
ſhall bee molt manifeſtly proued, that the Inquifitors haue 


— — ys kingdom of 
and 


did the wicked lewes, then fhal it alſo be euident 
luch as have vowed this ſolemne oath, 
it were of ignotance, haue incurred all thoſe three 
ſeuerall offences, Wherefore , if they will take vp them- 
ſelues, and learneto be wiſe in time , this will bee one way 
— —— — 
ili loquiſitours 
do take in hand to maintaine. Secondly, ro weigh with 
themſelues, whether they fight vnder the Inq 
banner for Chriſt, or againſt Chriſt, and ſo let them 


or breake their oath, as they ſhall thinke after 
haue debated the —— — our — 


— hingothuodene and foited » if any there 

= amon — — that —_ beſo _ 
are [traight-way degraded : and Biſhop t 

——— hee —— 

all in his — The —— ——— = 
athuall degradation (as they terme it) of him that is to 

executed that day, are both — = 

z 


The maner of 


degradarin. 
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they apparell him in his , robes, as though he were 
readie to doe maſſe, and afierwards diſpoile him againe of 
trinket one after another, vſing both dog-trickes , 
and termes of coniuration about euer ie of the ornaments, 
contrariwile to that that they did before at the ſrſi pur- 
ting on thereof, when hee entred into orders. Then are 
his hands, lips, and crowne, ſcraped with a broken glaſſe 
or ſome ſharp knife, in roken that they ſcrape off the oyle 
that hee was greaſed withall at his firſt initiation. All the 
which is done in the full view and wonder of all the peo- 
ple, ſome pitying the poore man, and ſome curſing him 
than le or Pagane, being indeede moſt happie, if 
it bee but for this one thing, that in the latter end of his 
life hee cryeth renuntio to that greaſie and ſtinking oyle, 
raping away that Baals marks and that Apiſh patch fo 
as it will be, and fo departing. But ſuch as haue not 
of death, are degraded onely verbaliter (as they 
term it) that is to ſay, by word.Which is in effect a ſuf; 


pen- 
ding from all function & preferment, during the Popes 


pleaſure. 

Another ceremony they haue, that in no caſe is to be o · 
mitted, wherin the holy Houſe molt ſhamefully and with- 
aut any kind of colour in the world, mocketh both God & 
man, and all the whole company + giving all men 
cauſe iuſtly to laugh at their folly : & that is this. In 
the end of their ſentence pronounced vpon ſuch as haue 
iudgement to be burned (their converſion to the church of 
Rome notwithſtanding)they adde moreouer & cauſe there 
openly to be proclaimed, that foraſmuch as the holy Houle 
miſtruſteth that the party is not truly converted nor from 
his heart, but counterfaiteth, and doe feare therefore, leſt a 
wolfe lurke till vnder a ſheepes clothing, for all his ſern- 
blanco of conuerſion, they do giue & bequeath him to the 
ſecular power, with this humble re vnto them , to 
ſhew the partie ſo much fauour as may be, and to breake 
neither bone, nor pearceany akin of hi — 

nothing 


— —_ 
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nothing was able to remoue from their godly profeſſion, 
whom tearme Wilfull and Obſtinate perſons , they 
commend to the ſame power, with theſe words. Foraſ- 
much as we haue laboured earneltly,and taken great paines- 
with this man, to bring him home to our mother- church 
of Rome, and can doe no good on him, but that ſtill hee 
continueth obſtinatly in his opinions, &c.we therfore de- 
liver this fellow to the ſecular power: to doe execution on 
him according to order of law : yet praying them by the 
way, that if he ſhew any tokens of true tance, to deal 
as fauourably with him as they may, with other ſuch like 
{peech. And what impudencie (I pray you) is this? They 
haue already giuen ſentence vpon him that hee muſt dye, 
and therupon deliver him to the ſecular power to be burnt, 
in ſo much, that it they that ſhould ſee execution done, do 
eyther ſuffer the partie to make an eſcape, or elſe keepe 
him and not burne him, they themſelues ſhould bee af- 
ſigned to ſupply his place: and yet they require thus much 
at their hands, to vſe as much mercie towards him as they 
may. But what kinde of pittie or mercieis it | pray you, 
that they ſhew vnto them themſelues , which bring the 
poore ſoule foorth into that place diſmembred and 
ſhaken all into peeces in euerie limme and iointe of 

eit bodies, with neuer a whole bone in their skinne, 
yea, the verie linewes , veines, and guts, within. 
them broken with their molt cruell tortures , where« 
with diuers have periſhed preſently , euen betwixt their 
hands? and yet will they ſue to the ſecular power, 
ro breake neyther arme nor legge, nor anie other mem- 
ber, nor to draw one droppe of bloud on them. For- 
ſoath it is becauſe the harme that they haue done to 
thepoore wretches alreadie, is wholly within the fleſh;and 
becauſe they haue drawen no bloud of them, eyther with 
knife or launce, but onely at his mouth with a fine Lane 
let down his throat, they forſooth are free from bloudſhed 
and breaking of bones, They — haue —_— 
3 4 
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him tootoo pitifully,& without all mercy or huma- 
nity , with exquiſite deuices & ſuch ——— 
aboue meaſure & more than barbarous, and fall they now 
—— ludges to ſhe him as much mer- 
pe theſe flouting merchanrs ſuppoſe 

a ene, in praying mercie for 
— haue cleanly auoided their Canes, which hol - 
deth them accurſed and ex communicate, whoſoeuer be- 
— ſhall ſhed any bloud, or giue any maime: 
— peonkey, in compari- 

CR — —— — 
ſhiſt. And ©! theſe moſti toyes of mockery, both 
— —— but chiefly the tempo- 
heareth and ſuflereth, — ſaying any 
— : otherwiſe there is no man ſo void of all vn- 


but he mayealily perceive, that their 
mercy and e forthe, lo buraviey af 


— — the whole companie withall, — 
— ad more Loe, here is the pi 
and mother like mercie — 
which this % Hoſe ſneweth. This 
— — the way, were he no- 
ee that this ſhift of theirs to ſend ſuch to the 
fire of whoſe conuerſion they ſtand halſe in doubt, that is 
to ſay, leſt they leaus a wolfe in a lambes skin, is yet one 
of the cunningeſt rrickes, that the boly Horſe hath in all her 


told you before, that the chicfeſt part ofthe AR conſi- 
fedintherening an pronouncn ofthe ſentences, aud 
— — — 815 — 
not onely by ſingular report ſuch things as 
we vpon examination hath conſeſſed. but alſo father 
— ren —— which hee ney- 
— — And theſe hath 


they Fe ene 


the partie, whereof part is 


| — the diſgrace his pero & = 
f to the intent to is n, & to make 

him and his doctrin the more abhorred of men, aud 
encreaſe their owne eſtimation and credit, as molt neceſſa- 
tie member to ſcoure and ridde the world of ſuch peſti- 


ferous perſons, Whiles all this — in rehearling to 
parties tongue a cleft 


the people. they clappe vpon 
— —— bernaclezto his great 
and intolerable paine, ſo that hee can anſwer ne gain-ſay, 
nothing in defence of himſelfe and his owne inno- 
cencie, For if hee might be ſuffered and let alone,he would 
openly give them the lye to their faces: as it hath hap- 
ned divers times. Howbeic the controuerſie were not 
like long to continue. For ſtraight way the fellow ſhould 
bee ſure to haue his mouth gagged, or his tongue , 
to teach him to be quiet, & to lay nothing openly. More- 
ouerythat which is the — — 
ſo and with the words ſo changed, & 
in reading, that in a maner it may be very well 
ſaid for him, that hee never ſpake nor thought any ſuch 
thing. Wherofl will here ſhew — —— 
they be matters of weight, and ſuch as c annot 
bee contraried , foraſmuch as the whole world ſeeth and 
knoweth them well enough. 
After that all the ſextences bee read, and the «2? wel de- 
— ulwed, che f — 
— > — as it is en- 
ioyned him by the boly Houſe , and ſo them to 
the place of execution, with a ſort of the diuels owne Pro- 
Rors about t & crying vpon them with great 
importunity to forſake the truth which they haue teceiued 
and And many timesit „that ſuch as 
tly perſeuerin confoſſing thetruth to the end, doe 


breake their nec kes againſt the ſtake with ———— 


t iſe abroad the comon 
— — — at their verie laſt 
ho wre, and came home again to the Charchof Rome, and 
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therefore ſelt no force of ſire at all, by reaſon of the Tnqui- 
ſitours mercie and pittie extended vpon ſuch as became 
conuerted. By theſe, and ſuch like ſubtill practices, they 
oe about —— the truth, as though God the auen 
were not able to taiſe it vp againe out of darkneſſe 
and dungeons. The relidue, which be not condemned to 
dye, are caried backe to priſon againe: and the next day 
— brought out & whipt, ſuch as had like ſentence 
ounced vpon them : whereof diuers are afterward 
entto the gp, others remanded to —.— priſen, either 
to Trians the ſpeciall priſon for the _— , orto ſome 
place el{where alt as evill as a priſon, with this It 
to them ere they goe: thatifthey happen hereafter to call 
anything co 1 they haue not diſcloſed, they 
immediately reſort to the bs/y Hoe, and declare it whatlo- 
euer it be: for A it be found other wiſe, that they haue craf- 
and cloſely concealed any thing, they ſhall be reputed 
(fay they) as perſons without remorce ofconſcience,and 
likeco — 8 ſeuerely puniſhed therefore. But the 
chiefeſt matter they in charge is, in no caſe 
to reueale any t they haue either heard or ſeene 
during the time of impriſonment, concerning the 
maner oftheir entreating in any reſpect, either of puniſh- 
ment, or impriſonment, or otherwiſe, how and after what 
ſort they haue generally proceeded in Court againſt them, 
and their fellow priſoners; but for the time of their being 
there, ſhould rake and repute themſelues altogether as 
dead perſons, For ifthe contrary can be them, 
or that it come to the Inquilitours cares that they vt- 
tered any of their ſecrers , they ſhall be taken for perſons 
Relapſed (as they terme them) and be puniſhed with molt 
ſeueritie. — — ted for ſuch is daatb 
without redemption, w 1 adeviſeaboue al the reſt, 
and might worſe be ſpared. For by this their ſo ſtrait en- 
ioyning them ſilence vpon paine of their liues, they cope 
> ye" 
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their knauery and tyranny as ſure as vnder locke and key, 
boch cloſe and ſecret tothemſelues. They know full nr 
wis, that if the king whe authoriſed them, ſhould by an) 
meanes vnderſtand their talſe play which they vſe, the vio- 
lence and iniurie that they offer, the ſlanderaus reports 
which they make. the wonderfull ferches,and diuelliſh de- 
vices which they practiſe to entrappe diuers and ſundrie 
poore innucents, charging them with manie matters, 
which neyther they ſaid, nor ſaw,nor heard at anie time, 
bur ſpecially if hee vnderſtood of their couetous and cru- 
ell dealings, & (as I may ſay) more than barbarous, grow- 
ing of that greedie delire of theirs :he would (no doubt of 
it) rurne the Inquilition-on their one neckes, and foreſee 
the ſafctie-aſwell of his one ſubiects, as the common- 
*wealeof tne countrey, ard prouide for it accordingly : bur 
chiefly hee would {ce to the execution of Tuſtice, w 

he is appointee by God a lawfull Protectour, rather than 
the enriching of his bagges and coffers, won by ſuch vn- 
lawfull meanes. - Or elle, if the King ſlacked herein to doe 
that — him, the cõ non people would be rea · 
die to fire them chat haue been fo fierce with fire to other. 
Furthermore, they labour ſo earneſtly to burie the truth, 
and are ſo carefull leſt their crueltie ſhould come to light, 
that ameng other penalies which they enioine to 
divers men of and good reputation, and ſome of 
henour and in authoritie, aſter rhey haue kept them in 
priſon a ſeaſon, and cauſed them to ſuſtaine open infamie, 
they inhibite them the company and conference of any, o- 
ther than ſuch as they ſhal appoint & allow them: neither 
he them to write to wy Ava we —— 
making them privie vnto it, that i aue 
— thereof. Their colour for this — 
18 very prettie, leſt that by conference or writing ot letters, 
they ſhould publi r hereticall opinions. But in verie 
deede their leſt ſuch men as haue good friends and 
ber well allied, ſhould * and make their 


more 
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mone to their friends & allies,of the injuries that haue bin 
done vnto them, and they make means to the King to en- 
uire further — — ſo bring the pr of 
holy Houſe to light. this is proof ſuſficiẽt, chat 
they eſenocthis kind of puniſhmentto any of the meaner 
ſort, but only to them that be of good bloud & parentage. 
For at the very firlt beginning, when the maner of their 
Triumph — — vpon the Luthe - 
ranes (as they call ) that were preſent at the 
ſight, and beheld theorder and faſhion well, were went 
to write vnto their friends both within the Realme and a- 
broad, of all ſuch as there were done and ſeene, eſ- 
pecially of ſuch as di : allo what ſentences were 
pronounced vpon them, with the cauſcs and circumſtan- 
ces of all their other puniſhmentes and penalties. But the 
holy Howſe (as dayly practice maketh euerie one his crafts 
— ſo in — —— ſtraight- 
Wa beganne to out matter, might in 
— worke them ſome 


„ and therewithall 
that the doctrin which they ſo deteſt and abhorre, 
mi ght bee publiſhed and further than they would 
wiſh it, ſo that manie which otherwiſe would haue con- 
tinued in their blindneſſe (till, if they had neuer heard nor 
ſeene anie ſuch reportes, ſhould bee occaſioned thereby, 
to open their eyes and vnderſtandinga, and to confeſſe aſ- 
well the doctrine it ſelſe, and teceiue it, as alſo eſpie the 
wickedneſſe of them that perſecute it, Therefore for re- 
medie oſ this miſchieſe and inconuenience, the holy Houſe 


prouided, by making and publiſhing certaine pre/identes 
of ſuch in — wiſe as — not 
likely to doe anie great harme : that who ſo were diſpo- 
ſed to certifie their friends of ſuch matters , ſhould fol- 
low thoſe prefidentes in any caſe: & therfore appointed cer- 
— — penalties for the tranſgreſſours hereof, that 
make their reportes in any other more large or am- 

ple maner, than was by their order preſcribed, The ma- 
4 ner 


4 
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ner wherof was this : That after they had told who & what — 
maner of man he was that was — — or executed, — — — 
ſhould adde moreouer, becauſe he held with Laber, with- pointed by 
out naming any of his opinions, (vhich n« ewithRtanding *** boy 
were ſpecially recited before) was burned, or thus, or thus 
puniſhed or executed according to the truth of the matter. 
M oreouer, as the boly Houſe well may erre ( albeit men 
now adayes are ſo bewitched with ſb ion and flat 
terie, that they dare affirme the con being ordered, 
and guided (fay they) by the holy Ghoſt) fo ir commeth 
divers rimes to that ſome be cauſeleſſe apprehended, 
ſome vpon verie (mall and light complaints, verie ſew vp · 
on anie law full and ſufficiert information. And the grea- 
teſt aſter they haue beene impriſoned in ſuch miſera- 
ble fort as I haue declared, for a yeare, or two, or 
more, till their cauſes were thorowly examined, at the 
laſt being tryed and found guiltleſſe, ſo that neceſſarily 
they are to be diſcharged , within a day or two after their 
great day of Triumph, they bring them into the Court, & 
ere beginne to ſet on them againe as freſhly as euer they 
did, willing them to vtter the truth, as they will auoid 
their diſpleaſures and the extremitie of law, threatnin 
them the Rack, and ſaying that there is now come in ſuf- 
hcient matter by information againſt chem, Then if any 
will be feared withthis facing, and be brought but to vtter 
one word of any ſuch matters as they are deſirous to heare 
of, they ſend him to ward againe , and renue their 
ſure againſt him fromthe beginning, But if nothing can 
dee gotte out of him by this meanes , northat they haue 
anĩe thing elſe to him wit knall, they leave off threat · 
ning, and fall taff : faying ; thar they Haue a ber- 
ter opinion of him than ſo, and therefore are reſolued 
to ſend him home again to his owne houſe: for the which 
fatherly fauour extended towards him in ſauing both his 
life and his goods, hee is to account himſelfe much be- 
holding andboundio their Lordſhips,willing him to per- 
28 


ſwade 
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ſwade himſelf, that what fauour they haue ſhewed him al- 
readie, they mean to covtinue towards him, for the 

_ had of him at the very firſt view, but ſpeci. 
ally for the good example of patience which he ſhewed du- 
ring the whole time of his impriſonment. With theſe and 
Coach like Lewitmes the geed and vpright Iudges think to ſup- 
ple the reſt of his ſores that were of their ownemaking, & 
ro ſend. him home to his houſe at the laſt, with ſpeciall 
charge that he be ſilent. Yet ſometime they detaine him in 
priſon a good while after, notwithſtanding that hee bee 
found not guiltie, nothing regarding what any, be he never 
ſo gui ſuffer at their handi, and there doe keepe him 


may think he receiued his pu- 
- niſhment among the reſt, tho ia ſome leſſer degree, and 
thereby be perſwaded that the hi Howſe never vexeth any 
man without ſufficient information. And marke | pray 
ou one other new found guiſe that theſe tauening wolues 
aue got to obtain their prey & ſpoile withall: that ſuch 
perſons as among other parcels of their puniſhments are 
condemned either — — impriſonment, either du- 
ring the Inquiſitors pleaſure, or for a certaine ſeaſon, albeit 
they remaine no longer in Tra, that is, the Inquiſitours 
proper and peculiar priſon, becauſe they ſhall think them- 
ſelues quite and clear diſpatched, and to haue no more to 
* the 4 Houſe : yet vherſoeuer they be appoin · 

ted their place of aboad as an in priſonment, there be ſgies 
alſo to mark diligently how they take the matter, and whe- 
ther they put ic vp gs ea or no, or what they ſay vnto 
it, For if they bee Aal. ot doe any wayes make but a 
countenance of mi:th in this time of their trouble, they 
ſhall both incurre the In quiſitours diſpleaſure therfore, and 
feel a greater ſmart beſides. They alſo that doe remaine in 
ſuch appointed places, are likewile vilited ime by the 
Inguiltourrybutia ſuch ure s bah kin deſcribed of the 


other 
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other, and to the very ſame end and purpoſe, that is to ſa 

that t he common people might ſee how full of mercie — 
pittio are : how beit it is to this end, to bring them 
more in and awe of them, & of their diſpleaſure. For 
then beginne they (as it were) to keep Court. and to make 
inquirie both of the priſoners themlelues & of the keepers; 
whether ſince their re out of Tru they haue heard 
any of their fellowes lay any thing touching matters of 
religion, who it was that did ſo, and what countenance o- 
thers that heard it, made thereunto. Alſo, whether any man 
doe e or find himſelfe grieued for any puniſhment 
that he hath endured, but eſpecially,whether they hauc diſ- 
cloſed any myſterie or {gcret of theirgor whether any man 
haue compalled ur ined to make an eſcape, with ma- 
ny other ſuch like queitions. And if they finde no ſuch 
matters, they return «> wiſe as they came. If other wiſe there 
ey any evident matter _ them,then commence 


they their (ute again{t him or them. Not many yeares agoe, 

it chanced at Smwill in ſuch a like viſitation, that a certaine 
priſoner , after hee had remained in priſon for cer- 

taine yeares at the chiefe Inquilitours pleaſure , whoſe 

name was Licentiats Gaſco , made verie earneſt ſuite vnto 

him for his diſcharge and deliuerance thence. This Gaſce 

was a man well learnedin both the lawes , as it ſeemed : 

who (trayning himſelfe to ſpeake ſomewhat wiſely, made 

this graue and goodly anſwer vnto him, paſſing all wile- 
dome or good religion. Now Sirs (ſaith hee) you mult 3 Lora 
take your affliction patiently , for here you ſuffer for the tbe chiefſe 
ſinnes of the people, and for ours aſwell as for your owne, 7*4*//or 
Howbeic | will moue the reſt of my Lords in the matter, 
and what may be doae, ſhall be done. But vpon theſe and 

ſuch like fooliſh and blaſphemous ſpeeches , neuer anie 
Commillioner made inquirie : and thus departed hee 

out of the Parler, wherein he had made ſuch a clerke-like 


peece of worke to the priſonersin way of conſola - 
tion z and ſo like a gay -· diuine, caſting a word out to the 
3 keeper 
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verie ſolemnly, and ing him by vertue oftheir 
Offers look to —— none eſcaped, For 
— —— —ͤ——ö 
llenderly to his duetie. » 
ky CA 7 = II. 
interpretation ſentences. 

Here be alſo certaine ſpecial! termes which the boty: 

Houſe vieth for euerie kinde of penance ſeuerally. 
W herein, ſeeing there lyeth alſo ſome myſterie , it 
ſhall not bee greatly impertinent to declare them in this 
place, expounding them after the Inquiſitours owne ſenſe 
and vnderſtanding, Firſt, concerning the iud 3 
ſome are to bee burned que, and that is for ſuch as haue 
conſtantly perſeuered vnto the end, in the confeſſion of a 
pure and perfect faith: and theſe men they call fte. 
Others are to bee b alſo, but after they be dead, being 
Grit ftrangled at the ſtake. Such are they, that being once 
wonne by their owne frailtie and weaknefſe, haue beene 
content to ſubmitte themſelues to thelnquilitours,and to 
ſooth whatſoever the other will ſay, & yet haue by certaine 
cuident and ſufficient tokens, given the Inquilitours | 
cauſe of ſuſpicion , to thinkethat they remaine the 
in heart till, notwithRanding their mouth hath confeſ- 
ſed the contrarie. After the ſame maner are diuers alſo 
of the former ſort, whom they tearme obitinare, ſtrang- 
led ere the fire bee kindled, to make the people beleeue, 
that ſo ſoone as they were ſette to the ſake , they abiu- 
red and renouced all their hereſies, and returned to the 
holy mother-Church-of Rome, But of theſe | have made 
mention before. Another ſort of ſemtences there are that 
haue a ſhewof more mercie , which they call reconciſuati- 
, becauſe ſuch as haue — truth are as it 
were and clenſed by doing that penance in way 
of I receiued ageine into thevery 
boſom of the Romiſh Church. Such forthe moſt part = 

i 
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in — — on the great day of their 
Triumph , with ropes about their neckes, and — 
vpon their backes their orher garments, as badges 


& rokens of guilt: & theſe they wear either during life, or 
for ſome other certaine number of yeares, or elſe are cloſe 
kept and ſhut vp in ſome monalterie, or ſome other pri- 
uate places, whereof as there be ſundry ſortes. ſo are there 
likewiſe ſeuerall names. Some are 1 without re- 
demption. Some onely perpetuall. Some for a certaine 
ſeaſon : the which beeng expired, they muſt notwithſtand- 
ing remaine there ſtill, during the Inquiſitours pleaſures : 
and ſome be no longer limited at the firſt than during the 
of the chiete Inquilitour , the Generall chey call 
im, becauſe he is chiefe Iudge aboue all other Courts of 
the holy Inquiſition throughout the Realme of Spaine : 
there be allo ſome at the pleaſure of tre inferiour Judges 
that gaue the ſentence, in their owne Courts and priuate 
— Theſe diuerſities of priſons are like the 
properties of Purgatorie for all the world, excepting aſ- 
certaine caies in matter of penance, as alſo degrees of 
affinitie and bloud in caſes of mariage. For they are de- 
viſed to glean all the mony out of the poor Penitentiaries 
es, more or leſſe, according to the quality of the of- 
and after the rate and proportion of the penalty al- 
ſelled on each of them t And all this forfooth) 
mult bee vnderſtood to de from che lnquiſitours 
owneclemencie and merciegof their own meer good will: 
by the only meanes whereof, the party that otherwiſe muſt 
neceſlarely periſh for abiuring the truth, may ſtand in ſtate 
of grace againe, and bein poſſibilitie to recouer his owne 
tion. 

When iudgementis giuen to weare the Habre, (for ſo 
they call the te by a more cleanly terme) & to per 
—ͤ— priſon without bayle or mainepriſe, it is to 

vnderſtood, that there is no talk to be had of any remif- 
lion thereof till the party hath worn that garment, = — 

er 
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fered racy i the ſpace of nine or ten whole yeares 
except the partie haue ſo haps as by meanes of his 
— — n at the — — 
ma | pardon it at his pleaſure. But af. 
— len thoſe yeares,vnleile the haue 
uen ſome cauſe of ſuſpicion againe the chieſe Inquiſitour 
is commonly wont to remitte the reſidue, howbeit with 
great crouching firſt, and much entreatie. 

When they adiudge a man to weare the Sembenite, and 
to ſuffer perpetuall impriſonment, without adding anie 
more, it is commonly taken for 3. yeares.ifthe chiefe In · 
quiſitor doe ſo think good: vpon whole pleaſure irreſtech 
either to giuethe priſoner his diic after thoſe 3 years; 
or elſe to his perpetuallignomi nie, there to detaine him all 

his life Bug when they ſay, that a man ſhall wear the 
Habite, ſuffer impriſonment ſo many yeares or mo- 
neths, ſo ſoon as that certaine timaivexpired the partie i» 
ſet at libertie except it be added. nareouer, beſides the l- 
mitation of time certaine, that jt ſhal be further referred to 
the diſcretion and appointment ef che laquiſiroors, The 
which clauſe they comonly vie to put in the latter end, in 
the winding vpof all, to choake men there with, to make 
them thinke themſelues much bound to them while they 
live, for releaſing the ſame. ut if the ſentence beto weare 
the Sunbenite with impriſonment during the chiefe Inqui- 
ſitours pleaſure, it is left to their diſcretioni to pardon or 
niſh accordingly,as they ſhall think good. In ſumme, 

w or after whar ſort ſoeuer their ſentence be . the matter 
is wholly referred to them and to their ordering. 

Now the meanesto redeeme this impriſonment, and 
todiſpenſe with the wearing of theſe robes, is the more 
common and ordinarie,by reaſon that the King hath in his 
Court divers young gentlemen, to whom in reſpect of 
their ſequice,he ech to grant pardons for thoſe matters. 
Then ſuch as get the grant hereof,doe commonly make in- 
quirie for ſuch perſons as aretherunto — 
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be, and where they remaine, to the intent to make their 
market of thoſe pardons to their molt aduantage, as they 
can agree of price eyther more or leſſe, teſpecting alwaies, 
both the abilitie of the perſon, and the qualitie of the ſen- 
tence. For ſuch as had iudgement without redemption, 
y more: other for releaſe of perpetuall impriſonment, 
2 : other for certaine time and during the Inquiſitours 
pleaſure , leſſe againe : and leaſt of all, that which onely 
reſteth vpon the diſcretion and will of the ludge. Allo, at 
ſome times the King, of his like liberality & gracious good- 
neſſe, vſeth to grant vnto diuerſe, lach money as ſhould 
bee leuied for pardon of the Sambenite and other puniſh 
ment, towards the redeeming of their brethren and allies, 
being taken — — by the Turkes or Moores. And yet, 
wholoeuer ſueth vnto the King for anie ſuch pardon, 
muſt firſt in any caſe make the lnquiſitours and the Clerks 
or other Othcers of that Court his friends : otherwiſe , 
both the Kings ownecharter, and the payment made by 
the partie belides not withſtanding, they will auoide him 
by hookeor by crooke, and tell him plainly,be it the King 
or the Pope himſelfe that grantedthe pardon, he muſt bee 
better enformed how the caſe ſtandeth ere he may depart 
ſo lightly. Then, if the matter be brought to that paſſe, it is 
an eaſie thing for them to imagine; that the partie is not 
ſo cleated, but that there was good cauſe awhile to make 


a ſtay. 

12 when anie hath iudgement of Impriſonment 
during the chiefe Inquilitours pleaſure, who for cer - 
taine fecret occaſions to him knowne will not bee en- 
treated, — cannot well with honeſtie repulſe the ſu- 
ters, albeit doe them manifeſt iniurie to detaine 
them ſo long, hee will conuey the matter full cun- 
ningly , ſaying, that he is content to referre it to the 
Inquiſitours by whom the iudgement was giuen. 
And when the partie reſorteth to Sz then ſtraight- 
way is he polted ouer from them backe againe to the high 

Q Inquilitour 
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— — determination hereofbelon- 
ger vnto him, and ſo by meanes that one of them vnder- 


deth the others 
poor mans impriſo 


TEES 
iuing him off from day to day, 
ſolong as it pleaſeth them. In like maner, the puniſhment 
is limited by the inferiour Inquiſitours. For when they 
are loth to be entreated, they paſsit to the high Inquilicor, 
and ſo one of them ſerueth another: and therefore except 
the partie goe cunningly to worke, and bribe eyther the 
Clerke or other Othcer of the bo/y Howſe & that with 
no {mall gubbe, and there begin the ground of his ſute, all 
his labour and coſt beſto — ry of his 
impriſonment, is quite loſt. But if any of the lnquiſitors or 
any chiefe Othcer ofthe Court doe make interceſſion for 
the partie, then ſtraight-way the other vnderſtand , that 
it i done vpon ſome ſuch ſpeciall occaſions as they know, 
whereupon the ſuter is moued to pittie the ſtate of the 
poor priſoner, ſpecially if he vſe the ordinary words known 
and vſed among themſelues in caſes of petition. Which 
is on this ſort. My very good Lordes, my humble ſute to 
a wo good Lordſhips is, that ſuch a priſoners cauſe may 
„ bee fauourably — — , of whoſe good life and con- 
„ uerſation, but web of his patience in the time of his 
„ impriſonment, | haue beene ſufficiently andſubſtantially 
gp en Here are intermedled two or three good 
words in his commendation, but moderately, leſt it ſhould 
be thought that hee were too carefull over him: The con- 
1 Clution then is, that it would pleaſe their Lordſhips to 
„ determine , whether the partie ſhall bee releaſed ar or 
no. And of ſuch as eſcape thus hardly through the bry- 
art, it coſteth ſome the one halſe of their goods: ſome all: 
and ſome 2 as it pleaſeth the luquiſitours to deale 
withthem. For they are perſwaded this to be the nigheſt 
way to bring them home again, that are any thing gone 
aſtray or become aliens from the faith. Or perhaps the 
boly Houſe thinketh it to be againſt 2 — 
retic 
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—— _ haue whereupon to liue. Or elſe belike, 
t ound out an Apboriſine tor their purpoſe : that 
asa ſurfetter muſt vſe a temperate and a thin diet - ſo 
muſtan heretick alſo be kept low, leſt he {well and grow 
vptherein; and therfore take it for a ſoueraigne medicine, 
to —_ him ſo hungriethat he mult be faine to begge his 
bread. 

Moreouer, of theſe ( avis aboueſaid) ſome haue iudge- 
ment, beſides the wearing of the habite and ſuffring impri- 
ſonment, to be alſo whipped. Some both to — 
atter ward ſet to the G4. But theſe ſharper kinds of puniſh- 
ments they commonly vſe to ſtrangers, be they neuer ſo 
{mall offenders, to bee even with them this way, becauſe 
they make ſo light of wearing the Sn , for moſt of 
them make but a ieſt of it. And all theſe proceed from the 
Inquiſitouts owne mercie. 

The laſt and leaſt penaltie is appointed for ſuch as in 
their iudgements haue committed but a light offence: that 
is , to bee brought vpon the ſcaffold bare-headed and 
without anie cloake, having in his hand a waxe taper : 
whereof ſome are commanded to make Abiuration ex te- 
bements : Some ex (evi, Abiuration de vebements they 
call, when it ap not in the hearing and debatin 
of anie mans caule, what is certainely to bee — 
for want of ſufficient proofe, and becauſe the partie him- 
ſelfe confeſſed nothing that deſerued anie maner of pu- 
niſhment. Therefore vpon ſuch a fellow, whom t 
may neyther by iuſtice condemne for an hereticke, nor of 
their conſciences can abſolue and ſer at libertie , ſpecially 
hauing ſome apparant tokens of ſearce good beliefe, they 
giue — vpon him as vpon one vehemently ſuſ- 
— and ſo according to their ſuſpicion, they cauſe 

im to abiure, And ſuch a man being rd found guil- 
ty, be it in the leaſt tittle of papiltrie,they take for a relapſe, 
and condemne to the fire. Abiuration de leu, is much 
after the ſame maner , but that it is enioined vpon ſmal- 

Q 2: ler 
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ler offences in their iudgements, whether the matter hath 
been apparant or no. Howbeit , no ſuch perſon, though 
he be taken with the ſame maner againe , ſhall! be reputed 
fora relapſe, or haue iudgement of death therefore: albeit 
the qualifying of the ſecond offence , that is to lay , the 
iudgement and eſtimation thereof, bee referred to the In- 
quilitours. And this kinde of abiuration is for the mot 
part vſed in other matters, then concerning Luthers do- 
Qrine, as for example, fornication (torſooth) berwixt ſin- 
le perſons, as though it were no lin: therefore it js accu- 
flowabiy niſhed but as a trifling toy, by carrying of a 
waxe —— by abiuration de leni. Yet at ſome times 
| prop puniſh this ſin with the hip, and that verie extream- 
—y, but if the party oftend a thouſand times after, ſo that he 
put himſelfe vpan the Inquiſitours mercie, he is ſure neuer 
to dye therefore. 

Loe, theſe be the goodly means herby theſe good fathers 
bring into the right way the weaklings, as Paul tearmeth 
them. And thus much concerning their deuices practiſed 
in the Inquilition, till the time come that we may ſee the 
fall of that arke of Iniquitie, with the hidden ſecrets and 
my ſteries thereof further diſcloſed, and all thoſe things ful- 
led and accompliſhed, which in time (no doubt) mult be 
revealed and come to palle vpon this 8 Inquilition , 
theſe good Fathers, and their holy Houſe, finally vpon the 
whole man of lin , which God threatneth by his Propher, 
ſhall fall vpon all ſuch wicked hypocrites, which to the o- 
uerthrowing of Chrill's kingdome,and the vtter defacing 
of his glory, like ſhamele(le men, moſt wickedly do pretend 
the defence, and zeale, and the earneſt aduancement of the 
ſame, Malach, 2. «And now to you this precept (faith hee) O 
ye Prieſts, If ye will not gine care, nor purpoſe in pour heart to 
Lie all glorie to my name ( ſauth the Lord of hojtes ) I will curſe 
you, yea I will curſe your bleſring s, nay I bane curſed them 41. 
raadie, becanſe you doe not conſider it in your heart. Behold I will 
deſtroy your ſecede, and will owerſpread your owne faces with — 

felt 
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filth of your ſolemmities , and it ſhall cleaue faſt upon you, and 
you ſhall know that this commandement touc heth you onely « 
Repent ye. 

Cnar. XIII. 
Cerratne ſpeciall examples wherein a man may more 
plainely ſee the treacheries and legerdemaines 
of the holy lnquiiition #: very practice 
and exerciſe. 

H Frel haue thought good toannexe certaine ſpeciall 

examples of their practices herein a man way eui- 
dently ſee a great ſort of their treacheries heaped and ſhuf- 
fled together, ouer and aboueſuch as | have heretofore 
made relation of in their ſpeciall places, to the end that 
their crueltie in the execution hereof, with their vnſatia- 
ble couetouſneſſe, and all other abominable iniquitie in 
the peruerting cf all good law es, may bee liuely deſcribed 
and (as it were) painted in tables, and ſet foorth to the 
ſhew , that ſuch as doe behold them may take the full 
view thereof, And partly I doe it for their ſakes, who for 
the proſeſſing of the Goſpel, and the abiuring of an abo- 
minable religion, have bin overtaken by the fame meanes, 
ſeruing theſe holy Fathers in ſtead of a booty to prey and 
rauen vpon,becauſe Ithinł it expedient for the Church to 
continue ſome memorie therof. Now therfore, let all Chri- 
ſtendome open their eyes, that they may know & diſcerne 
theſe tauenous Wolues, Lions, & Dragons, the very gene- 
ration of Vipers, whom (notwithſtanding their ty tannie) 
they haue till this day had in great reputation, and honored 
as gods , to the great decay and vndoing of all Chriſtian 
common-weales : that learning to know them, and (tri 
ping them out off their clokes of piety & godlineſſe, wher- 
of they haue gotten ſpeciall commendation : they may ba- 
niſh them all Chrillendome ouer. But as for any examples 
whereof | mean preſently to make rehearſall, they are ta- 
ken out of one onely Court of the Inquiſition holden 
at Smull, whoſe ſecrets alone the reporters hereof were able 
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to diſcloſe, hauing had the molt part ofthem praiſed 
on themſelues. By relation whereof, a —— — 
— 2 a number there would be if a man ſhould 
ikewiſe courſe ouer all the other Courts of Inquiſition 
throughout the whole realme of Spaine, Neither are theſe 
that hereafter enſue, orthe other reported before in my 
whole treatiſe, of any long collection : but all within the 
compaſſe of 6. or 7. yeares next after they began to perſe- 
cute the Lutherans that vp in Spaine in great multi- 
tudes vpon a ſuddaine, eſpecially in Si and V alladolir. 
About weh time there was apprehended for religion, 
and brought before the Inquilitors of Stil, a certaine En- 
gliſhman whoſe name was Nicholas Burton , a very godly 
man, whom afterward they burned for that he continued 
conſtant in his profeſſion & belief, deteſting vtterly all their 
wicked & abominable religion vntill his lives end. Imme- 
_ after his arreſt, all the goods and Marchandiſe 
which he brought with him into Spain by way oftraffick, 
were according to their common ſeaſed and taken 
into the among the which they alſo rolled vp 
much that appertained to another Engliſh Marchant, 
wherewith hee was credited as Factour. Whereof fo 
ſooneas newes was brought to London, aſwell of. the 
impriſonment of his Factour, as of the Arreſt made vpon 
his goods, hee ſent his Atturney into Spaine with autho- 
ritie from him to make claime to his goods, and demand 
them. When his Atturney was landed at Stun, and had 
ſhewed all his letters and writings to the holy Houſe, 
uiring them, that ſuch goods might bee delivered in- 
to his poſſeſſion, anſwer was made him, that hee muſt 
ſue by bill, and retaine an Aduocure (but all was doubt» 
leſſe to delay him) and they, forſooth , of curtelie aflig- 
ned him one to frame his ſupplication for him, and other 
ſuch billes of petition as hee had to exhibite into their 
holy Court, demanding for each bill eight rialls, albeit 
they ſtood him in no more ſtead than if hee had put vp 


none 


Spaniſh Inquiſition. 119 
none at all. And for the ſpace of three or four moneths 
this fellow miſſed not twice a day, attending euery mor- 
ning and aſternoon at the Inquilicors Palace, ſuing vnto 
them vpon his knees for his diſpatch , but ſpecially to the 
Biſhop of Tarracon of whom | made mention bet.re, who 
was at that very time chief in the Inquilition at Sh, that 
he of his ab:olute authoritie would command reſtitution 
to be made therof: but the booty was ſo good & ſo great, 
that it was the harderto come by it againe. At the length, 
after he had ſpent whole four moneths in ſutes & requeſts, 
& all to no purpoſe, he received this anſwer frõ them, that 
he muſt ſhew better euidence, & bring more ſufficient cer- 
tihcates out of England for pr ooſe of his matter, than 
thoſe which he hath already preſented tothe Court. Wher- 
upon the forthwith poſted to London, and with all 
ſpeed returned to Sill againe with more ample and large 
letters teſti monialls and certificates, according to their re- 
uell, and exhibited them to the Court. Notwithſtanding, 
the Inquilitors (til ſhifted him off, excuſing themſelues by 
lack of leiſure, & by occupation in greater & more weig - 
ty affaires, and with ſuch anſwers delayed him whole other 
4. moneths after. At the laſt, when the party had welnigh 
* all his money, and therefore ſued the more earneſſly 
for his diſpatch, they referred the matter wholly to the Bi- 
ſhop. - Of whom, when hee repaired vnto him , hee had 
this anſwer: that for himſelfe hee knew what hee had to 
doe: howbeithee was but one man, and the determina- 
tion of the matrerappertained vntothe other commiſſio- 
ners aſwell as vnto him: and by thus poſting & — 
from one to another, the partie could obtain no end of hi 
ſute, Yet for his importunitie ſake , they were reſolued 
to diſpatch him, but it was on this ſort : One of the In- 
quiſitours called Licentiato Gaſco, a man verie well expe- 
rienced in theſe practices, willed the toreſort vnto 
him after dinner. The fellow being glad to hear this newes. 


and ſuppoling that his goods ſhould be reſtored vnto him a 
an 


120 A diſconery of the 


and that he was called in for that purpoſe to talk with the 
other that were in priſon, to conter with him about their 
accounts, the rather through alittle miſunderſtanding, hea- 
ring the lnquiſitor caſt out a word, that it (hould be need- 
full for him to talk with the priſoner ; and being thereup- 
on more than halfe perſwaded , that at the length they 
meant good faith, did ſo, and repaired thither about the 
evening, Immediately vpon his comming, the layler was 
forthwith charged with him, to ſhut him vpclole in ſuch 
a certain priſs, where they appointed him, The party ho. 
ping at the firlt chat he had bin called for about ſome other 
matter, and ſeeing himſelfe contrary to his expectation, 
calt into a dark dungeon, perceiued at the length that the 
world went with him far otherwiſe then hee ſuppoſed it 
would haue done, But within two or three dayes after, he 
was brought forth into the Court, where hee began to de- 
mand his goods: and becauſe it was a device that well ſer- 
ued their turne, without any more circumſtance they bid 
him ſay his Awe Maria, The party began, and ſaid it ſim- 
ply and plainely on this ſort, after the Engliſh faſhion : 
Ane (Maria gratia plena domimus tecum, benediila tm in mulie- 
ribus , & benediftus fruttus ventris tui Teſws. Amen, The 
ſame was written word by word as hee ſpake it: and 
without anie more talke of claiming his goods, becauſe 
it was booteleſſe, they command him ro priſon againe, 
and enter an action againſt him as an hereticke, foraſ- 
much as hee did not ſay his Aze ia after the Romiſh 
faſhion, but ended it very ſuſpiciouſſy; for hee ſhould 
haue added moreouer Sancta Maria mater dei ora pro nobis 
peccatoribus by curtalling whereof, it was euident enough 
(ſay they) that hee did not allow the mediation of 
Saints, Thus they picked a quarrell to detaine him in 
priſon a longer n, and afterwards brought him forth 
into their Stage diſguiſed after their maner : where ſen- 
tence was giuen, that hee ſhould loſe all the goods which 
be ſued fot, though they were not his one, & belides 2 
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ſuffer a yeares impriſonment. His name was Jobs Framton 
a Citizen of Briſtom. | 
In the confiſcation of goods, it is neither any great 
noueltie, nor a thing ſo rarely ſeene in this bo/y Honſe, that 
n bee alſo ſeiſed among other mens. 
Otherwiſe (ay they) it might eaſily bee wr ifthey 
ſhould giue eare or credit to ſuch allegations, that manie 
meanes thereof might colour their goods vnder ano- 
mans name, and by ſome falſe and forged Cer tiſi- 
cates proue them to appertaineto other men, and ſo de- 
fraud the Kings Eſchecquer. For remedy w „ and 
for the better auoiding of allcouerts & na, the ho- 
Houſe thinketh it the ſafer way to offer wrong than to 
any. As within theſe few yeares there arriued at S. 
wil acertaine rich Marchant er;whoſe goods were 
afterwaad confiſcate for religion. ngthe which they 
ſeiſed a very faire and a goodly ſhip , ſuch one, as 
mens iudgements, there neuer rode a better nor a fairer 


ypon the river. The brought ſufficient proofethat 
the ſhip was none of his owne, & yet not withſtauding the 
laqui found a meanes that the law went on their 


ſides, fo that the ſuip fell out ja triall to be theirs, And this 
Marchants name was Rewchino. 

Moreouer,in the ſame Court of [nquiſition at Sul, 
there was one of the Citizens, a verie godly and a 
vertuous man, ſeuerely perſecuted by the Inquilitours 
for teligion, howbeit not executed therefore. And 2. 
mong other of his puniſhments, this was one peece: 
that all his goods whereon hee lived and maintained 
himſelfe ,, reaſonably well and honeſtly among his 
neighbours , ſhould bee wholly confiſcate, and he com- 
mitied to cloſe priſon for tenne yeares. Wherein, after he 
had remained by the ſpace of two or three daies, livin 
there full barely(God wot)of a ſtock,that diuers w 
diſpoſed perſons had gathered for him of their deuotion, 
having ſomtine lived in reaſonable 22 — 

R otaries 
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Notaries of the Inquiſition , came vnto him with a bill 
ſigned and ſubſcribed by the lnquiſitours, charging him 
to pay to the Notaries hands 130. ducates for his com- 
mont and other expenſes , during the time of his aboad 
in Tries their priſon for the Inquilition. The partie 
made anſwer (as the truth was) that rhoſe good Fathers 
had taken from him all that euer he had, ſo that nothing 
was left him; and where nothing was, they could have no- 
thing. Howbeit thizznſwer contented not the Inquili- 
tours, but they ſert the Norarievnto him o 
fralely charging tleweichor eo pay the mowy ove ofa 
or elſe to bee temoued from that private place, and car- 
ried to the common iayle, and there to remanne till he had 
it, What mad fooles weretheſe, to confiſcate 
all his goods, and charge themſeſues by account for them 
eo — uer, not foreſeeing to demand allowance 
8 # 

About the ſame time wel-neer,the Houſe of the Inquiſi.- 
tion at Sizill apprehended a certainenoble woman, whoſe 
name was Ie Boborguia the Lady and wife of one Fra 
eiſes Varquio , a noble gentleman, and baron of Higners, 
daughter to pne Pedro Garſia Yereſio a very rich Citizen of 
Sixill, The cauſe of her trouble as, for that lifter of hers 
called Maria Boberquie, a very vertuous virgine, and one 
that afterwards was — ſor her proſeſſion and faith, 
had confeſſed in the extreamitie of her tormermi, that ſhe 
had conference with her ſiſter in theſe matrers of 
diuers times. This Lady, when ſhee was firſt committed 
to priſon , was gone with childe well-nigh halfea yeare : 
in reſpe& whereof, neytherdid they ſhut her vp ſo cloſe, 
nor with her otherwiſe ſo hardly , as vied to 
deale with others, for the regard of that that was within 
her. Notwithſtandirig, within foure dayes after her 
deliverance, they tooke the childe away from her, and 
the ſeuenth day next after, they ſhut her vp in cloſe priſon 
againe , entreating her in all things as they did the other 

priſoners, 
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— with as much cruelty as ſed to any i 
muchthat in all her miſeries the a e that the 


had ,' was, of the good company of a certaine vertuous 
maiten that was her fellow priſoner for a time, but after- 
wardes ſent to the ſtake. Vnto whom ſhe bare ſuch good 
will, that being on a time caried foorth to the tacke, & te- 
caried to priſon, ſore {trained thereon and ſo ſhaken in 
peeces, that hauing a bed of flags which ſerued them both 
to couch on, more painefull a great deale then eaſefull, 
whereon ſhee her ſo well as ſhee could 
(though hardly God knowes,and to her great paine and 
griefe ) the good Lady being notin caſe ableto do herany 
other good, yet did ſhee inwardly fhew ſingular tokens 
of loue and compaſſion towards her. The ſame maid was 
ſcarſe recoucred, or her ioynts well knit againe, but the 
ſaid Lady was likewiſe caried out to bee ſerued in the ſame 
ſort, & was ſo terribly tormented in the Barrie & Trough, 
that by teaſon of the — — ofthe ſtrings 
pearcing to the very bones o — — ſhinnes, 
ſhe was carried to priſon halfe dead and more, the bloud 
— — and in ſo great abun- 

ce, that it could not bee otherwiſe, but that ſomewhat 
was broken within her body: but after $.daies God deli- 
uered her from theſe tauening Lions, and fer her with 
himſelfe in ing reſt and peace. The bruit of which 
fact the Ihquilicours earneſtly to ſuppreſſe, leſl ir 
ſhould be noiſed abroad among the common people, that 
they had fo villanouſſy torne in peeces this tender Lady 
vpon the racke a but the beholders of this their tyranny 
could not hold it in. Now ſurely, if ſhee had been a witch, 
or atraitor to her husband, or a murderer of her oe 
children, and the temporall M ate had dealt fo with 
her to make her confeſſe theſe horible fates, what time 
hee were to — 3 (as the maner is) hee 
ſhould pay for it it ſo bee that hee had thus 


cruelly and without all nentreated an on what- 
R 2 — ſoener 
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ſoeuer. Yet the holy Houſe is not to yeeld acrotmpe of 
ſuch matters, but may racke to death euen ſuch , — 
they themſelues after more preciſe and exact prooſe,f do ac- 
quit for innocents, and eſcape ſcotfree therfore,as it came 
ro — of this vertuous lady. For being one 
ot ſuch eſtate, and of ſo good name and fame that they 
muſt neceſſarily yeld ſome accompt of her caſe vnto the 
common people, and were deſtitute of prooſes ſufficient 
(though they had left no deuice or policy vnpracti 
ſed, that 4 ne) ſeeing the matter ſo app 
rant to all the world , by no meanes it could 
diſſembled : therefore the very firſt day of their next 
Triumph , they cauſed their which they had 
giuen vpon her, to be openly read there vnto the people 
one this wiſe : Foraſmuch as this Lady died in priſon 
(without ſhewing how or by what meanes | warrant 
you) and vpon diligent hearing and conſideration of her 
cauſe, is found innocent: therefore the holy houſe doth 
wholly acquitand diſcharge her of all ſuites and quarrels 
commenced againſt her by the Fiſca/, and doth reſtore her 
to her former eſtate of eſtimation and honour, abſoluing 
her clearely from all and crime : and thereupon 
doo command, that jon be made of all ſuch 
as were ſeiſed into the Seqwefter, vnto the hands of ſuch 
perſons as haue right and title thereunto,&c. Thus, after 
that they had mo murdered her on the rack, they 
made her this goodly amends, to denounce her not guilty. 
God will one day (no doubt) aske an accompte of this 
their beaſtly and barbarous tyranny,fith they maintaine it 
by the ſame power and authoritie in earth, which he hath 
ordeined, for thereuenge of theſe and ſuch like iniuries. 
Notwithſtanding,not long after it happened, that the 
holte houſe was aduiſed and fully bent to lay their baites 
and ſpread their nets in certaine quarters there: but if they 
had not vpon better aduiſement afterward wound them 
vp againe, they themſelues vnawares had giuen _— 
uc 
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ſuch a gird, au I beleeue all the Lutherans hitherto haue 
that 


not giuen it a greater, And thus it was, There were certain 
were much more buſie than I beleeue yur 
thanke for, which found great fault with a fou 


companie Monkes and other religious men, for abuſing 
their auricular Confeſsion ; vnder the colour thereof, 
mas king with honeſt matrons and maydens that reſorted 
vnto them, — — meanes to breake their ſutes by, 
and to compaſſe their purpoſes, The which thing t 
boly Hauſe thought indeede worthie of conſideration and 
redreiſe. But foraſmuch as it ws A hard to know who 
— = eter 5 1 Was 
pecially an name ( as it ina matter 
wherein a multitude offenderh ) t 2 proclama- 
tion to bee made t hout all the Churches within the 
province of Siu verie {o „that whoſoeuer kgew 
of their ownecertaine knowledge, or had heard by report 
of others, of anie Monkes or other religious or ſpiritu · 
all perſons ( as they call them ) chat had abuſed their-holy 
ſacrament of — GE — * 
or enterpriſes , or anie ot on ather 
ther cunie fork perſon nnd peofors prialero ce eh 
ons to anie 
matters, ſnould come in within thirtie dayes, & ſignihe it 
to the holy Houſe of Inquiſition ; enioining moreouer, 
verie great penalties for ſuch as ſhould refuſe or contetune 
to come in accordingly , and to make declaration , 
what they were able to ſay : The proclamation was no 
ſooner made and publiſhed , but there came ſuch a num- 
ber of women, onely inhabitants within the citie of &. 
vill to complaine of their ghoſtly Fathers, that twentie 
Notaries, and as many Inquiſitors would not haue ſufficed 
to take the names of ſuch as came in and entred their com- 
plaints :wherfore the Inquiſitors, hauing more to doe than 
well they could diſpatch, gaue them other thirtie dayes 


come in and doe the like. But becauſe ſo little time 
R 3 would 


would i | the 
much Noe run ar ma the third — 
the fourth, and there they were enformed to lay a ſtraw, 


ated many 


„ matrecs endo gondeuiing parly 
ſuperſtition , le(t they ſhould ber en. 
eommunicated , and partly in reſpect of their huabends 
whom they were loth to offend and bring into a iealoulie 
* — of their honeſties, kept themſelues at home, 
_ . beiter ſome — — to ſpeake with 

ours apart. Whereupon they they attired them- 
ſelves wich bv mufflers after — of theit 
cout ty & went to the holy houſe as priuily as they could, 
Not wichſ — * did ſo _— watch 
them during appeachin could 
not poſſibly paſſe ſo (x7, — eſpi · 
ed, w they occalioned their husbands vehemently 
to it honellien. On the other ſide, it wasa iolly 
to ſee the Monkes and Friers and Prieſts goe vp and 
wne hanging downe their heads, all in dump and me- 
lancholly, by meanes of their guiltie conſciences, — 

i howre when ſome 


eden Rode cake np wr & callchem 


eue for theſe matters. Inſomuch more — 
as a plague were come among them, as t e · 
— = hot about that time againſt the Luthe- 
ran. Le el that theſe matten 
thus purpoſed, would ſound not onelj to the great hin- 
derance of themſelues, but alſo turne to the decay of 
the whole Church of Rome, and that this onely enter- 
iſe of theirs, if it ſhould goe on and take effect, would 
enough to bring all their ſpiritualtie into vtter hatred 
& obloquie, but ſpec: to the diſcredit of their au- 
ricular confeſſion, which beganalreadie to be bur of ſmall 
account, although ir was a matter that otherwiſe deſerued 
both ſtraitly to be examined, and ſeuerely to be e 
yet did they in time take it yp, and made a ſlay there- 


ins 


— dlyep ts 
to all mens win t 
— — the Court was now _ —— 
ſeiſed. And as the report was, the Monkes and Pri 
made a common purſe, & wich a * 
— the — in the hand, ſo — content to grant 
pardon toallthe whole company of Confetlors, 


is fatherly love and affection towards them, remitting 
all offences done or committed by them, & cammanding 


the Inquiſours to proceedi any further 
eats to ſuppreſs — — aſſed hecke, 
them — —— Ay mn 9 


thoſs chat — urs 
— — — e 


\eires beforerhis, the Bis ofRome 
2 —— . 
a generall Wh * 
ene on, for the lafetie of all 7 
a 
ü — 
ly can this fellow make 8 gaine of the Goſpel to him 
And wheras he cannot audid the dart that Chriſt hathſent 
intothe world to him withall , but that he muſt be 
fricken therwith,he ceaſeth notto turn it ſome way to bis 
owneaduantage. The words of the pardon were theſe : 
That whoſo in time paſt had been a Lutheran,and would 
forſake that ſect. might be abſolued thereof by his ghoſtly 
father. An old deuice of the diuell, that in as much as there 
aroſe about the ſame time grent trouble in Spaine, _ 
aA ; 
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ially in 
2 therein, 


y of the Inquiſition 
that one only clauſe 


theſe good | ith in others with fire & fword, 
as being a geceflary article of our beliefe , is but a noſe of 
ware, they turne what way they liſt: ſo that it ſer» 
ueth them r rn 
then of as an article of our faith, in the obſer» 
— Hoo above ry a 8 
propertie of euerie tyrant is, ſpecially to hate 
mercie and truth, and to vic all crueltie and extremity that 
2 viterly to be hated, when he ſeeth 
there is none other meanes to him, As it was fai 
ſometime by one: Whom men 
truly, ifa man be di to mark them well, he ſhall 
perceiue, that there hath bin hitherto no tyrant, that hat 
more duely obſerued theſe la yes, nor executed them more 
eie 
extr to 
r that they ſeem to 
nothing ſo much as this zthat all men may fear them, hate 


them wha dare, foraſmuch as they puniſh ring capes, 
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and matters ofno ,yea ſuch as are ſcarce blame- 
,moſt ſeuerely and beyond all meaſure, as by the 


here enſuing may a molt mauifeſtly. 

At what time their Church was in —— quiet 
eſtate, that the Inquilitors had leiſure enough to take their 
| abroad, it chanced that the Biſhop of Tarracon 

igh commiſſioner in the lnquiſition at Sizsll (of whole 
I have made mention before) walked in a ſum- 
mers day for his recreation by the ſweet gardens that ſtand 
by the River Gaadaiquexir, accompanied with all his traine 
and in his ſtate as he was wont at diuers other times to do. 
Hard vpon the banke of a certaine pond that was in the 
ſame garden, where my Lord Biſhop at that time was re- 
creating him ſelfe, by there ſat a little child play ing, 
war the gardiners ſonne, not pa two or t 
— of age, out of whoſe hands one of the Inquiſitours 
aha. to fnatch a reede wherevith the child was 
g rn children are wont to doe, 
by meanes w the child cryed after his reede. Tke fa- 
hearing the child cry, came ſtraight - waj to know the 
cauſe, and vnderſtanding it, was fomew hat otfended there- 
withall,& prayed the Biſhops Page to giue the little child 
his reed againe : but becauſe he made little account of the 
gardiners words, proudly ſcorning and diſdaining the 
poore man, he offred to ſnatch it from him, and by reaſon 
that he held ſomewhat hard, a [biuer of the reed raced the 
Pages hand. It was no deaths wound I wis, nor any great 
maime , ſuch as ſhould deſerue anie great puniſhment , 
but only a {mall ſcratchylike as a broken reed could make; 
I wot not well what to make of it, nor howto deſcribe 
it : ſucha thing as the verie childe would have made no 
monefor. The Page yet goeth to his Lord that walked 
- notfaroff,to — — of this bloudſhed. Whoſe 

Lordſhip commanded, that the gardiner ſhould bee taken 

immediately and carried to Triana, where hee was laden 


with irons, and there continued by the ſpace of nine mo- 
8 neths, 
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neths,andin the end loſt chat little that hee had : which 
was not much God knows, and yet a hard thing for the 
poor man to recouer and get before hand againe, his wiſe 
and children perhaps ſtaruing in the mean time. And all 
this was only becauſe he had no ſpeciallregard to the Bi- 
ſhops Page, in forbearing him as a member of the holy 
Houſe: but aſter the . moneths hee releaſed him, making 
him beleeue, that he had dealt with him in much more 
gentle and mild ſort, thad his caſe deſerued. 

There was alſo in Sui a certaine poore man that la- 
boured for his one living, and for his whole familie 
full duely and truely , and with the ſweat of his browes , 
whoſe wife a certaine Church-man kept againſt his will, 
and neyther the holy laquiſition, nor ante other Court 
would puniſh — villanie. — — om a time 
being among hi panions, where one of the compe- 
nie miniſtred 3 — orie, and happened to take 
his tale by the end, of meer ſimplicitie, rather then of anie 
malice, and to ſay, that her orie enough for his 
ſhare in that a vile knave kept his wife from him perforce, 
&c. the which talke comming to the good Prieſts care , 

e him matter en to worke vpon, and to procure 
the poore man a double diſpleaſure. Wherenpon he accu- 
ſed him to the holy Houſe , as one holding an euill opini- 
on of purgatorie. And they thought this a great deale 
more heynous offence, than the wicked fact of the Prieſt. 
Forthe poore ſoule for this onely offence was taken and 
thruſt into priſon; where he remained rwo whole yeares 
together, and at the length was brought vpon the (tage , 
and had iudgement to wear the S re, by the ſpace of 
of 3. yeares more, in ſome priuate place ofimpriſonment; 
and after thattime expired, to be diſmiſſed or further retai- 
ned as the Inquiſitours ſhould thinke good. Neither did 
they leave him any one groat of all his poore ſubſtance, as 
they did let the Prieſt alone with his harlot: but notwith- 
ſtanding his long impriſontmẽ̃t, did likewiſe conſiſcate — 

n 
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little that was renaining. Behold, this is the Spanio [nqui- 
ſition, which ſo toutly maintaineth the Chriſtian faith, 
purgeth religion'ot hereſies, and perſecuceth the teachers 
thereof. 

Moreoner,there was at Sun Lucars a certain ſtranger, 
howbeit ſuch a one as had remained in Spaine by the 
— of twentie yeares, who of a very blind ſuperſlition 

welt ina wilderneſſe within a Chappell: where hearing 
it reported on atime, that a great number of Lutherans 
were dayly apprehended at Siaul by the Inquilirours, and 
that they had made an edit, whereby commandement 
— vnder paine of excommunication, that euerie 
man ſhould repaireto the holy Houſe with all ſpeede, and 
declare to the holy Inquiſition whatſocuer hee knew ey- 
ther by himſelfe, or by anie other, concerning anie of 
theſe aforeſaid matters (for the Inquilitours meant ſpeciall 
fauour to ſuch , as voluntarily would come in and accuſe 
themſelues) this doltiſh Hermite came to Siwil, went to 
the holy Houſe, and accuſed himſelfe before the Inqui- 
ſitours. The matter was, for that hee being ſometime 
at Genewa, had heard a certaine Frier diſpute of ſuch mat · 
ters, namely, ot Iuſlificatis by faith in Chrilt,of purgatory, 
and ſuch ether like, and liked thereof verie well, though 
afterward ſince that time hee gaue no great heede to them, 
nor greatly remembred them, and therefore came now 
to confeſſe his fault, and to craue their pardon. But as 
ſoon as the Inquiſitors had heard his confeſſion (perhaps 
to fill vp ſome emptie room in their iayle , or to make vp 
their — an odde man, they ſent the Hermite to 
iſon, where after he had remained a (pace, they brought 
im out the ſtage, and there gaue ſentence vpon him 
to — — and to ſuffer three moneths impri- 
ſonment, and to forfait all his goods. So ſhameleſſe (Loc) 
are theſe ſhauelings, that they can play ſuch prettie pranks 
openly, and fo ſeuerely puniſh theſe trifles even in their 
ownedachags, .. | * 
8 2 S 
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There iſſued alſo in the ſelfe fame Triumph a certaine 
Honeſt man a Citizen of Si, without epther cap orcloke 
thauing a taper in his hand, of whom they exacted, after he 
had bin impriſoned a whole year together, a hundred du- 
cares towards the charges of the Inquifition. The cauſe of 
His trouble was, for ſaying, that theſe outragious expenſes 
deſto wed in the erecting of thoſe curious monuments (as 
they un — — tearm them) made of paper & wickers on 
holy Thurſday to Chriſt that is in Heanen , as alſo the o- 
ther, that are ſpent on corpus Chriſti day (as they of Smill are 
marueilous exceſſive that way) ſhould bemore acceptable 
in the ſqht of God, my were beſtowed vpon the 
in almes, or inthe ing of poore and fatherleſſe 
maydens in — For the which words the partie was 
both puniſhed in this ſorty and as one ſuſpected for a Lu- 
theran, abiured de vebements, 

Allo at the ſeife ſame time, and in the verie ſame Tri- 
umpk there was a certaine poore man brought before the 
people, who on a time as there chanced a quarrell to ariſe 
bet wixt him and a Prieſt of eu a citie in Granats), hap» 
ned to ſay of the Prieſt in preſenee of other, that het 
could not bee perſwaded, that ever God would come 
done into the hands of that molt abominable adukerer. 
For the w ſaying , the Ordinaries deputie had puniſhed 
this poore man, howbeit the Prieſt held not himſelfe 
content therewithall, but did after wards before the Inqui- 
ſu ours lay blaſphemie to his charge: who notwithſtan- 
ding his former puniſhment, commanded him to be ſhut 
vp cloſe for a ycare, and at the end thereof, cauſed him 
do be br out before the people in their ſolemne Tri- 
umph without eyther cloke or cap, wich a taper in his 
"hand, hauinga barnacle clapped vpon his tongue, to re- 
uenge the blaſphemie that he had vttered, and ſo was abiu- 
red deleni, * 

Among the reſtythere wereatſo two brought into the 
ſiage at the ſame time, both young men and ſtudents: I he 
| | — 
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in his tables certaine verſes, the author 
wherof was vnknowne : which were ſo — — 
ved, that they ſeemed to ſound both wayes,eyther to the 
great praiſe ox diſpraiſe ot Luther as it pleaſed the reader to 
conſirue them : tor the which onely cauſe hee endured a 
whole yeares in ptiſommont, and was afterwards brought 
vpon the ſcaffcld in his hole and dublet, bare- headed with 
a Me taper in his hand, and baniſhed Sm and the ſub- 
urbes thereof for 3. yeares ſpace, and abiured ds leni. The 
other onely tor taking a copy of thoſe verſes, liking them 
well for the deuice fake and prettie invention, had the like 
iudgement, ſaue onlythat in ſtead of baniſhment, he paid 
too. ducates towards the charges of the holy Houſe. 
With ſuch examples as theſe be, aman mightealily fill 
whole volumes, but that I ſuppoſe theſe to bee ſufficient 
which are already reported, to occupy mens eares withal, 
that they may vnderſtand & ſee a great ſort of more ſtrange 
parts than theſe, which the holy Houſe playeth dayly, 
whereby appeareth moſt manifeſty, by what ſpirit they are 
vided and gouerned in all their doings, and what their 
ntent is, and how __ theirticle is whereby they claime 
and challenge tot e it ſelſe the name of the holy 
Houſe, to themſelues the titles of holy Fathers and Patrons 
of the Faith: wherewith they haue bleared mens eyes hi- 
ther̃to : ſo that it is eaſie for everie man to iudge whether 
Chriſtian godlineſſe & the true knowledge and wotſhip- 
ping of wich the kingdome of Chriſt (the perfect 
comfort of all good men) be by theſe meanes encreaſed & 
; —— 4 — — ſcattered and ſubuerted-; 
an in at is buile vpon , wrought 
with craft and ſubtiltie, vpholden and — — 
eltie robbetie, and murther of many good & godly men; 
whether 1 ſay it be not hereby more amplified & enlarged. 
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CAN. — 1 
Certaine ſpecigll treatiſes t pon diners godly Martyrs 
* Chriſt, who dying very conſtantly ie pod Cir for 
the arefoſrion of the Goſpel, yet the /nquiſtors notwith« 
ſtanding dewiſed to defame and ſlander them 
with Apoſtacie and rewoltimg, 


TS Inquiſitours thinke it not ſufficient to execute 
ſuch by molt cruell death, as contemning all their ry» 
rannie,remaine firme and conſtant in the proteſſion of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, before their faces and in open Court, but 
ſekby all meanes poſſible as much aslieth in them, vtterl 
to extinguiſh in them the life of their ſoules, which is Chrit 
leſus dwelling in their hearts by faith, of whom they haue 
declared themſelues to be faithfull Confeſſours as well at 
their death as in their life : For when they ſee all their poli- 
ces void and to haue none effect, becauſe Chriſt taketh in- 
to his mightie protection and ſafegard all his ſeruants, 
ſo that no man is able to take them out of his hands (as he 
faith himſelfe) then deuiſe they meanes to rob them as 
much as in them lyeth of their name and renowne of con- 
ſtancie, by ſcattering abroad falle tales and miſreports of 
— — — they be dead, as 
t vpon , clappin r engines ypon 
— tongues, becauſe they ſhould x + — — 
porting by them, that they haue forſaken their former faith, 
and returned to the Romiſh — — 

And this is a double deuice of the diuels owne brain, for 
two ſpeciall conſiderationa, which doe evidently proue 
that they are aſſiſted by his — For hereby they 
doe not rob the Martyrs lues of their due de- 
ſerued praiſe for their conſtancie and perſeucrance : but al- 
ſo the Church of Chriſt is ſpoiled of thoſe examples, 
wherin ſhe ſhould otherwiſe reioice,in making her recko · 
ning. Therefore ſith that in divers Acts of faith ( as 
they tearm then) they haue dealt in this ſort with divers, 


of 
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of whoſe conſtancie God hath many wayes aſſured vs: it 
will be expedient that vnto this former trxatiſe I doe alſo 
adde theſe ſeverall and particular hiftoride, to the intent 
that the honuur and eſhmation that is due to good and 
goo?! Martyrs, may be yeelded vnto them accordingly, & 

Church likewiſe rejoice as ſhe hath good cauſe alp, 
that tlie me morie of them may be preſerued and kept. both 
to the glorie of God, the inc reaſe of his Church, and the 
vtter ſtame and confulion of this their holy Houſe. 


| lahm Pontio de Leon. 
N the firſt ſeſſion holden at S againſt the Profeſſours 
of Chriſtian religion (whom they call Lutherans) there 
was brought forth in the triumph at the ſame time, one /obn 
Pontio de Leon, ſonne to Khoderico Pontio de Leos Carle of Ba- 
len, borne of a noble Houle, and a very good goſpeller, 2s 
well for his learning and knowledge, as for the practice 
thereof, with the continuance of many yeares, as I my 
lelfe am able to make report for the great familiaritie and 
ntance that I had with him a long ſeaſon, and there- 
fore (if need were) could giue a true and a faithfull teſti- 
monie thereof (before God I ſpeake it) but that all that 
ever knew him, or that had occaſion to marke his con- 
verſation, will with one conſent (I dare ſay) teſtifie the 
ame. Among other vertues that appeared to bee in him 
vnfainedly and without hypocriſie, he was ſingular in one 
in that he had an exceeding loue & compaſſion to- 
_— needy brethrẽ: inſomuch that being left 
very wealthie by hisfacher,able to continue that port that 
his Anceſtors kept, fell by ſuch meanes almoſt into ſtarke 
beggery :howbeit ſuch as was to him neither noiſome nor 
gneuous, Notwithſlanding,divers haue giuen their blind 
and fooliſh verdits of him therefore, attriburing that to fol- 
— odigalitie, which he did of a rare & 14 vertue. 


he liued ſo well that none could iuftly ſo much 
a9 
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as ſuſpect any euill example of life to be in hin and many 
were in — by his goodneſſe: be- 
lides this, accepted in ſo good part his poor & hard eſtate, 
as by all mens judgements he did very patiently, and in 
ſuch ſort as a great deale meaner men would ſcarce haue 
taken a farre better eſtate than hee was in theſe things 
mult needs be cuident proofes of a ſingular grace of God 
1 him, and ſuch a perfect kind ——— 
of all hypocriſie. Yet in recompence of that ſin 
& compaſſion which he ſhewed in this world — 
thers, he was apprehended by the Inquiſitours for profeſ- 
ſing the Goſpel, and after he had manfally maintained his 
quarrell againſt their malicious falſhoods during the time 
of his impriſonment (which was the ſpace oftwo or three 
* moneths) whetherit were the very extremitie of their tor- 
ments that enforced him, or their faire and flottering pro- 
miſes of ſafetie and deliuerance that allured him, but hee 
ſhrunke at the length and yeelded, where erſt hee was in- 
uincible , ſtooping and ſubmitting himſelſe to the obedi- 
ence of the Romiſh Church. The firſt that ever enticed 
him ſo ſhamefully to reuolr, was one of theſe ſtinging and 
venemous flies whom they had caſt into priſon with him 
in maner as hath beene already declared: who being 2 
man verie well learned, and beſides that a deepe diſſem- 
bler, did rather by his cunning enchantments bewitch 
him, than by any force of reaſons di(ſwade or ſeduce him. 
Howbeit though God ſuffered him ſo to fall for a while » 
that hee might ſomewhat vnderſtand the frailtie of man, 
and ſenſibly feele it in himſelfe, yer (till — his 
owne word and that none ſhall take anie of his 
flocke from . his hands, did not long time thus 
leaue him to himſelfe , but railing him vp againe moſt 
mightily, reſtored vnto him the doubleſtrength that be had 
betore. For the very night immediately before his exe- 
cution hee did moſt manſully defend the truth againſt his 
Conſeſſor in the hearing of divers as well priſoners, we 
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ſo the Officers of the holy Houſe: for at ſuch times, their 
confeſsion is not meer auricular : inſomuch that being 
demanded by the Prieſt whether he would bee ſhriuen or 
no, where before the time of his apprehenſion and impri- 
ſonment hee vſed commonly to goe to ſhrift, he now re · 
fuſed, rebuking the Prieſt for his labour. And being vr- 


with his former , anſwered , that hee did it to 
— — of offence 
to them that as yet were not proceeded ſo farre, and yet 
made his choice of his ghoſtly father; ſo as his ſhrift was 
more like a godly collation, than a popiſh confeſsion: Ma- 
ry now (faith he) as the caſe ſlandeth there needeth no ſuch 
yeelding. The next day, when ſentence was pronounced 
vpon him, were openly read theſe articles among others, 
for the which he was chiefly and principally condemned, 
Firſt that he ſhould ſay, that hee the bottome of his 
heart abhorred the [dolatrie that was committed in the a- 
doration of the bread,& therfore ſo oft as it was his chance 
——_ x abroad to lick perſons, hee 
turned ſome or - , and auoided it, ot elſe ſo 
that he ſore went it, ſe he ſhould otherwiſe haue bin 
enforced to doe vnto it ſome kinde of ip or honourz 
and at many times chancing to bee in the Quier, 
would turne his backe hee would not the 
eleuation, and for the moſt part vſed to goe to the place 
where execution was done, (like as was 
Smithbeld here in London) and there would walk a good 
ſort of turnes, to the end, that by continuall meditation of 
the ome, but ſpecially of chat faithfull and glori- 
ousc ion, Which the wicked of this world by force 
— gnney cauſed the thereto make vnto Chriſt 


(by inting himſelfe with the place) hee mi 

— looking — al 
chithet, and ſo ſhould in the meanetime prepare himſelſe, 
patiently to take it when it came. Like wiſe, a ſuch times 


as by order he ſhould receiue his -——— _ 
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ſed to remoue his houſhold, and to ſend them to ſome o- 
ther place, making them beleeue at their returne that hee 
had ſo done, becauſe they ſhould not be offended to ſee 
him take ſuch libertie. But the effect of his confeſſion 
moreover was this : that the iultification of a Chriſtian 
man reſteth only in the merirs of leſus Chriſt through on- 
Iy faich in him,and thet other ory there was none, 
As forthe Popes pardons and indulgences, were but 
meer and lead, & he very Antichrilt, &c.con- 
cerning my ſelſe (ſaith he) | am not only willing,bur defi 
tous to dye & ready to ſuffer any other puniſhment for this 
truth which I haue confeſſed, eſteeming of this world · und 
— —— yan 
and the reſt to beſtow in 
forward of the ſame doctrine 
—— — y ener 
ly vpon m my that 
” — — in this _— — death. 


they 
— Gabenttll 


— 
— the due cõ- 

mendation for that notable c — 
— Sngate yrs and from his 


y and maliciouſly. Notwith- 
— — , even by 


this one argument, that in the exemplifications web 
cauſed to be made of ſuch matters as were done and — 


of this good man, con- 
tained in theſe words , which are extant vnto this day : 
las Pau de Leon was burned as an Obflinate Lutheran 
OR — — core 
—— —— met end 
deceirful) as _ 
ES 
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John Gonſalne 4 Preacher , 


Here was executed like wiſe, at the ſame time & Tri- 
umph, a certaine Preacher that ſome time had been a 
Prieft, but at that time no great Clerke : yet afterwards a 
man of very godly life and converſation, and one that be- 
came very well learned inthe ſcriptures, whence hee 
learned true Godlineſſe, giuing over all that Sophiſticall 
and Dunſicall diuinitie, wherein hee had ſpent a great 
deale of time very idly. In all his ſermons hee bent his 
whole force to beat into mens mindes the true way and 
meanes of our luſtiſication to conliſt in Chriſt alone, and 
in fiedfaſt faith in him, all the merits of man quite aban- 
doned and ſet apart. His name was ſob Gonſa/ne, But 
of ſuch tion, there could enſue none other effect 
than did. As for his conſeſsion, by the Inquiſitours 
owne reports, it was all one with the former that Joby Pow- 
tio made, ſo that it fell our accordingly , that as before 
times they were joined together in famiſiaritie and friend- 
ſhip, they ſhould alſo now bee linked together in like pro- 
— — 
preparin to 1 con- 

flict with his — ——— 
much adoo on both ſides , hee ſent away with ſhame e- 
n And at his departure out of the Caſtle Tru, to- 
the ſcaffold, accompanied with two of his owne ſi- 

lers that went to the ſame feaſt that he did. leaving alſo 
behind him two of his brethren, whereot the ne and his 
mother were in like cuſe tuecuted at the next 2, yet did 
he ſhew him ſelſe to be of a notable courage & conſtancy. 
For at the very firſt ſtep, iſſuing out of the caſtle gate and 
ſtanding in the full view ofallthe people, which had heard 
him at times — 8. godly fermons,hebe- 
gan with a loud voice to the 106. Pfal. Dew laude 
mea ne Meweris, Of es 


— 
— — Wacker wer. 
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his countenance any thing at all afrer hee was mounted 
vpon the (tage, albeirrhey had flocked his tongue. becauſe 
he began ſomewhat to comfort one of his liſters 5 whom 
he kaew to be tender of nature, exhorting her to con(tan- 
cie and perſeuerance. Alſo when his ſentence was in rea- 
Gogh he gaue vety goodeare vnto it, being nothing there- 
2 at the degtadation, whereunto 

| —.— themſelues after their maner very ſolemnly, or 
putting on of ſuch ornaments and enſignes as were 
inted for him & his mates. The which things tho 
leemed in the eyes of the world very odious, & much 
founding to his rebuke and infamie yet in the light of 
God and his A ; were beautifull {no doubt) and glo- 
rious. To wit: they deſpoiled him of thoſe vile and wic- 
ked Maſzing robes, and arayed him with a Sambenite, a 
— 1 drug But night — on, and ſuch 


execution 5 


2 — —— which 
did ſeuerally : and when they came to that 
article: / beleewe the holy Catholich, Church , they were alſo 
commanded to adde tothe Church of Rome, But 
there they ſtaied all at once. Then were the Monkes and 
2 with Jabs Gonſalxes liſters and other women 
KE y to be executed, that they would adde it in 
their and in that article put in the Church of Rome. 
Who anſwered, that they — doe as John Gonſalne did, 
not becauſe they vpon him, or were doubtfull 
eythet what to lay ves, or elle xy bat he would doe, 


but to theintene-thae his might by that meanes 
bee looſed, that hee mi —— —— well con- 
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led, and forthwith began to noiſe abroad, that they had 
added thoſe words of the Romiſh Church in that article of 
their beliefe, accordingly as they were willed to doe, and 
ſo departed,acknowleding and confeising the Church of 
Rome to be thetrue and Catholick Church. 


Of fore women of Siuil. 


1* the congregation at Si, which the Inquiſitours had 
wellnigh conſumed by fire, among thoſe that had been 
a long time proſeſſours of the truth, there were foure wo- 
men moſt notable and famous aboue the reſt, for their 
good & godly conuertation. That is to ſay: [ſabells Fammia, 
Maria Vireeſia, Cornelia,and one Boborquia youngel! of the 
four:for ſhe was ſcarcely 2 1. = of age, & yet for vertu- 
ous conuerſation comparable to her other es : but 
in the knowledge of holy Scriptures, which ſhee had got · 
ten by — reading, and ſtudying, and conference 
with godly and learned men ( — there were in Se- 
will a great number at that time ) ſhee became ſo ſingular, 
that ſee did not onely farre exceede and ſurpaſſe her fel · 
lowes, but many of our Maiſters that are taken for great 
learned Clerkes, whom in the time of her impriſonment 
ſhee draue oftentimes to the wall, by their one confeſsi- 
on, and made them aſhamed of themſelues, But Vue. 
the firſt woman was a Matron for maners, and her houſe a 
Schoole of vertue, and a place of reſort, here the congre- 
ation aſſembled to ling Pſalms and hymnes to God both 


and night, — — othing 
bag — — imulatio — 


fe religion. At the laſt, the time being come that God 
had appointed for them, to bee made ready and ripe for 
him, and ſoto be both apt and able profeſſors of hisname 
and truth, the lnquiſitors ſent for them, & at one draught 
caught theſe ſoure with diuers other of their neigh- 
tours. The hill thing — — —— - 
3 C 
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ſuch earneſt ſtudy of the Scriprures, was a little skill which 
ſhe had in the Latin tongue, wherein it was lawfull to read 
theScriptures,both as often, and as long as ſhe liited;being 
reſtrained and forbidden, that in no caſe the common 

ple ſhould read them in their own tongue. Yea her ſchool- 
maifter D. Giles, a man whom ſhe did ſpecially chuſe for his 
ſingular integritie of life, as well as for his excellent lear- 
ning, was wontto giue this teſtimonie of her, that he ne- 
uer came into her companie but he learned ſomewhat,and 
ſo departed thence alwaies better learned than hee 
came. During the time of her impriſonment, the Monks 
and Dominicanes had with her, mar- 


— 
3 
and obſtinacie. After they had kept her a long time in that 
darke dungeon, and there cauſed her to endure all the cru- 
ell and extream torments that might be (by meanes wher- 
of they forced her to confeſſe of her owne ſiſter, that ſhee 
wat alſo one of the fame religion: which was the occaſion 
firſt of her ſiſters impriſonment, & ſo conſequently of her 
murthered moſtcruelly among thoſe villains 
they brought her vpon the 

men & women, wherof l 
mention ſhe came in ſuch ſort as one 
a ſemblance of joy and mirth and conqueſt ouer 
Inquiſition, rather then otherwiſe. The which 
ſtrange countenance of mirth , for ſo much as it was 
rate to ſtein her, and vnaccuſtomed, vttered by ſing- 
ing Palmeto God, the Inquilitours of ſpite and malice, 
fought to alter into another tune, by ſetting a Barnacle 
on 


made 
the 
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on her tongue in the way as ſhe went,which notwithſtan- 
ding ere they came to the ſcaffold they did vndoo againe, 
When they had read their ſentence — her openly, and 

iuen iudgement of death, the Inquiſitours asked her whe- 
(be would iecant yea or no, acknowledging her here- 


ſies which heretofore ſhee had molt willfully maintained. 


Wherunto ſhe anſwered them roundly , that neither ſhee 
would, nor truely could confeſſe ſo much. And fo from 
thence ſhe palled with her other companions to the place 
of execution 4 — with theſe hypocrites, ſtill cal · 
ling vpon her and her fellowes by the way to adde the 
Church of Rome in the article of their creed: but ſhee 
among the teil moſt ſtoutly withflood them. Notwirhſtan- 
ding the abominable villains,to the intent to blemiſh their 

name and renoune by their molt villanous treche- 
ries, ſtrangled them with halters, as h they had at 
their laſt houreereturned to the Komiſh C h: in con- 
ſideration whereofzthe Inquilitours taking pity on them, 
would not ſuffer them ( ſay they) to bee — quicke. 
Moreouer, their tyranny did allo extend to the very walles 
where theſe holy aflemblies and congregations were kept. 
For there was ſpeciall commaundement given , that the 
houſe wherein Numa dwelt, ſhould bee razed to the earth, 
fromthe very foundation , and conuerted to a perpetuall 
walt — and in the mid deſt of the plat an inſcription 
to be — — ͥ — 
tion, a monument of many misdecdes, but to the Godly,a 
peepetuall memoriall of the true ſeruants of God, in 
whom Chrilt did molt truely and perſoctiy d well. 


Ferdorando a Santo [oanne. 
Tuns men likewiſe was one of the chieſe and moll 
worthy members of the ſame E meane 


for the true feare of God that was in him, his ſingular ho- 


ney » hiaferedutendexceedinguaale of deing good tb | 


144 A diſconery of the 
his neighbours without any regard of his own commodi- 
ty, not in reſpect of his parentage , or any curiolity about 
his body, or otherwiſe in his behaviour or ſpeech. A 
young man indeede, yet for integrity of life, very notable 
and famous, Prelident of the Houle of learning ( as they 
terme it) and choſen therunto by the judgements of man 
men that were firlt founders thereof, to inſtru 
and teach the youth in the Colledge called the Colledge 
of children, In the which office after he had remained by 
the ſpace of 8. yeares, to his great commendation, he was 
perceived to bee a Lutheran , thatistoſay,a man confor- 
med to the very paterne of true and perfect piety : where- 
vato alle ( as his duty required) he had — ſchol- 
lers, as much as lay in him to do ina time of ſo great per- 
ſecution and tyranny- But his reward for his paines, if we 
reſpect mans recompencing , was much like vnto that 
which the common fort of thankleſs people yeeld a man 
„ ing faith, ſuch as Chriſt 
foretold his diſciples that ſhould 6nd among men. 
For, being molt terribly tormented the leobit or 
theT and ſo ſhaken in every ioynt, that when hee 
was taken down thence hee was not of ſtrengrh able to 
moue any part of his body : notwithſtanding thoſe vil- 
—— — 2 
is pli to his priſon, as it had beene a dung- 
—— The occaſion why the In quiſitours 
dealt ſo extremely with him.was for anſwering them ſom- 


what roundly and — 6 without relenting or 
vnto them one iote. Howbeit, during the time Ce fin 
impriſonment, God vſed him as a meane to comfort and 


erect a certaine yong man called Aersale, 2 Monke of 
the cloyſier of Saint /fidore, laid in for proſeſſing the goſpel 
openly, who by meanes of the Inquiliteurs faire and 

ring promiles, had a little before relented and yeelded ſom- 
(no doubt) was the 
God, that theſe two ſhould be matched to- 


gether 


what in religion. The which thi 
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gether in one priſon. For this Ferdinando, perceiuing the 
yong Novice to faint in courage, rebuked him ſharply,ac- 
cuſed him of cowardiſe before God, & driving him there- 
by to repentance, confirmed and (trengthned him at the 
length: So that within few daies AMleræilio prayed to como 
to his anſwer, and before the Inquititors, then and there, 
ſolemnly renour ced that recantation which he had lately 
wade, deliring that his former conteſſion might fland, 
the which hee tooke ts bee very Chriſtianlike. Yet was 
he ſtrangled at the very ſame time, and afterward burned: 

whether he died in Gods fauour or the Inquilitors, 
that — God alone. But to returne to Ferdinando. 
Aſter ſentence was ginen , the Inquiſitours demanded of 
him, whether he were determined ſtill to cõtinue the ſame 
man, and to athrme the ſame hereſies. Whereunto hee 
anſwered them verie roundly and bluntly (afrer his faſhi- 
on) in the hearing ot all the pcople-rhat hee had vttered 
nothing but the very pure and perfect Goſpel, and the 
true belief of a Chriſtian man , and therefore was far from 
accounting them hereſies. Whereupon immediatly they 
tooke away from him a croſſe of wood which they had 
thrult betwixt his fingers & the cord that bound his hands, 
and therewithall clapped a Barnacle vpon his tongue, 
which remained there vntill the fire had conſumed it, and 
thus was he burned quicke. 


Juliano Ferdinando, 


T is a wonderfull thing I aſſure you for a man to conſi 
der, that in ſo wearyiſh a thing as this /u/tave was and 
ſo poore, that a man would think he had nothing left but 
kin and bone, there ſhould beſo great courage and ſtout- 
neſſe of ſlomac k: but that the holy Prophet faith,and daily 
ience beſides confirmeth, that God hath oftentimes 
choſen the weaklings of the world to confound the ſtrong 
and mighty. For this ſame Julians the little (as 2 
V e 
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he was called for the ſmalneiſe of his Nature) being in Ger- 
manie without all the Inquilicours reach, and there con- 
uerſant with many learned men, among whom hee came 
to the knowledge of true and peiſect godlines, by the alli- 
lance of the Holy Ghoſt, rather then by any mans per- 
ſwaſion or counſell, tooke in hand a very waightie and a 
dangerous enterpriſe: to wit, the tranſporting into Spain 
of two great dryfattes full of Bibles printed in the Spaniſh 
tongue, ſuch was the feruencie of his zeale to publiſh 
and ſet abroad the light of · the Golſpel in his o e coun- 
trey. Inthe which attempt and enterpriſe, there was a 
great cauſe of feare, as if hee had vndertaken to bring in 
cart-loades of Scorpians or other more venemous bealts, 
the hypocrites had ſo [topped all ventes, and made a re- 
ſtraint in euetie port, becauſe no maner of light or vnder- 
ſtanding ſhould by any meanes come vnto them. Not with- 
ſanding all this, God vader his mighty protection, and by 
his owne ſafeconduct, brought that holy burthen chither, 
and that which was moſt miraculous of all, ſo provided, 
that it was both landed and diſcharged within the walls of 
Sixill: where were ſuch bulie ſearchers & catchpols pryin g 
in euery corner, that a man might with a great deale more 
eaſe haue deceived Argus for all his eyes, of the Cow 
which hee had incharge to keepe. The which dew of 
Gods grace ſent vnto them ſo ſeaſonably, that Paradiſe of 
the Lords did moſtioyfully and thankfully receive,wher- 
by the fruit (no doubt) grew to ripeneſſe, and became 
more plentiful! againſt the time of harueſt and reaping. 
For at the laſt this matter broke out, and came to the In- 
quilicours knowledge: firſt by meanes of a fooliſh fellow, 
morefearfull a great deale than need was , and afterwards 
by an vnſaithfull brother, pretending to proſeſſe the Goſ- 
I, wherein he ſeemed to haue profited reaſonably well, 
ut ſhortly after ſhewed himſelfe to be a ludas and a cham- 
pion for the Inquilition, cloking & colouring his malici- 
ous purpoſe, with that counterfait pretence ut religion, & 
by 
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by that meanes betraied the whole congregation. Then 
the Inquilitors well noſed like the diuell, and finding alit - 
tle, followed on fo farte, till at the length they ſprung the 
whole couie, found the neaſt, tooke both young and old, 


and ſo made hauoke ofall. And this was the f rouzing 


they had, which brokethat holy heard, that was ſo great 
in number, that the hunters themſelues at the firſt were a- 
fraid of them, and the ſpoile of them ſuch afterwards, that 
they filled all their larders, & were enforced further to ſeek 
for other cellersto beſtow them in, and to cauſe ſo many o- 
gens to be heated, that they were almoſt queched with the 
ſuet ofthe Deare, For there weretaken at Sill at that one 
time $00, & 20. ot them thereabouts, rotted at one fire, 
Among the which, this Ialiauo was one of the firſt that was 
apprehended and ſent to priton, where he lay continually, 
{olitarie and without any companie , laden with irons a- 
boue 3. whole years. By means wherof, there were dayly, 
divers and ſundry lights to be ſeen. Howbeit the conſtan- 
cy of this man was {© great and ſo wonderfull,that the tor- 
menters theniſelues , were ſooner wearied, than he ynpaci- 
ent for all his rormenrs; and notwithſtanding his weake 
and wearviſh bodie, yet alwayes remained of ſufficient 
ſtrength in minde to abide all their tyrannie, inſomuch 
that hee neuer departed from the racke with worſe cheere 
or leiſe courage, then hee was of at his entrance: ſo that 
all their turments, all their theatnings, and all extreamitie 
which they could doe or practiſe vpon him, did not 
make him yeeld or ſhrinke onciote, but that returning 
from the racke, or rather drawne thence by other of his 
fellow · priſons, hee would ſigniſie vnto them, how hee 
had conquered and confounded his enemies, linging on 
this ſort : Vencidos van lor frayler,vencidos van : Corridos an 
los lobes: Corridos van, As much to ſay in Engliſhas thus. 
The Monkes depart vanquiſhed, they depart vanquiſhed: 
the Wolues doe flye with ſhame, they flye with ſhame, 
Butlong before this time came, hee was much troubled in 

TY the 
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the firſt dayes of hearing with the Monkes,and other ſuch 
maintainers of iniquitie as they are; by whom the lnqui- 
ſicours, being vtterly vnlearned themſelues, vie ro controle 
and ouerrule hereticks. From whom fo oft as hee retur- 
ned, he delighted alwayes ro ling that ſong, in token of 
triumph ouer his adverſaries, And on the great and ſo- 
lemne day oftheir Doom,being brought out of his priſon 
into the Count of the Caltle Triaua, to be apparelled with 
ſuch trinkets as are appointed for perſons condemned 
{like as other of his companions were) the report is, that 
with a maruellous good courage and countenance hee be- 
gan to exhort them inthis wiſe. My brethren be of good 
checre, this is the howre wherein we mult be faithfull wit- 
neſſes to God and his truth before men, like as it becom - 
meth the true ſetuants and ſouldiours of Chriſt, and with- 
in this little while wee ſhall haue him ready to witneſle 
with vs againe, and ſhall within few howres triumph with 
him in Heauen for euer. But immediately, as hee was ma- 
king this good and godiy exhortation , the villaines ſet a 
Barnacle on his tongue, and ſo hee went to his exefttion, 
Howbeit ſtanding vpon the ſtep whereon they that are to 
be executed vie to ſſand, being not able in words to vtter 
the courage & conſtancie of lis mind in the patient ſuffe- 
ranceof Alte cormets for the Goſpels ſake & the profel- 
ſion thereof, he expreſſed no lefle in geſtures and behaui- 
our. Firlt, kneeling downe, and kiſcing the ſtep whereon 
hee ſtood: and afterwards being tyed to the ſtake, and 
couered vp to the head and eares with fagots, did diuers 
and ſundry times ſhrinke his head inte the middeſt of 
them, as one molt willing to receiue his death, & deſirous 
to haſten the ſame : whereby, like a good ſouldiour of 
Chrilt, hee did yery well foreſee and prouide to haue his 
confeſs on notihed, and the infirmitie and weakneſle of 
his feeble brethren, if any ſuch there were among them, hol- 
pen and remedied, encouraging them by theſe ſignes and 
tokens which he gauethem, both ſtedfaltly to ſtand to the 


truth, 
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truth, and lightly roeſteeme of the puniſhment. There was 
alſo preſent with him at his death one D. Ferdin ando Kodri- 
gue. a ta ſe Apoſtle,whole im portunity being not able any 
thing to remove him from his profeſſion, cauſed it to ap- 
peare in the eyes of men, ſo much the more glorious: who 
ſuppoſing that the rerrors of death would ſomewhat haue 
diſmaied him, obtained leaue of the chiete oſticer, that his 
tongue might be looſed · vpon hope that he would ſig nifie 
his converlion tothe common people by word of mouth, 
Howheir it fell out quite contrary. For immediatly after 
that his tongue wasat liberty, this /u/:ano made as plaine 
and ſolemne a proteſſation of his faith, ac euer he did at a- 
ny other time in all his life. As for his friend and acquain- 
tance that gaue him ſo evil counſell. ſpeaking flatly again! 
his owneconſcience (as he knew full well) hee gaue him 
ſuch an item, and fo tooke him vp for (tumbling, that the 
villain having nota word to anſwer him for very ſhame, 
to the end to be euen with him ſome other way, fell into 
„ this outcry & exclamation. O that Spain, the conquerer 
„ and dame ouer ſo many countries, ſhould be thus trou- 
„ bled with ſuch a caitife. Kill him, kill him. And l warrant 
you there were butchers enow ready to doe as hee bad 
them, and ro giue him hit deaths wound. The rumor alſo 
was {pred of this man, that he had likewiſe recanted du- 
ring the time of his being in priſon: but God be thanked 
it fell out in the end far other wiſe. 


Tobn de Leon a Monke cf Saint Iſidors cloiſter. 


12 man at the firſt was but a taylor in Mexico that fa- 
mous Citie in the Welt Indies,called Vows Hiſpania, & 
at his returne thence to Swill againe, felt in his conſcience 
(as many good n en doe) a certaine feare of God, though 
blind and not proceeding of knowledge, whereby hee 
was moued to become a Monk. Yet his hap was ſuch by 


Gods good. meanes, who did lo prouide tor his deſperate 
94 attempt; 
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attempt, that he entred into Saint Iſidors cloiter in Sill, 
wherein the greater part of the couent at that time was 
well affe cted in religion, But after he bad been ſchooled 
there by the ſpace of two or three yeares, and conuer- 
ſant among them,hee began to bee wearie of this monkiſh 
and ſolitarte kinde of life , ſeeking meanes to forſake his 
order, as hee did indeede: colouring the matter with his 
continuall diſpoſition to ſickneſſe; and yet being once 
out, had ſuch a delireto talke with his former ſchoolmai- 
ſters, that had inſtructed him inthe true and perfect teli- 
gion, that hee returned thither againe, for conterence ſake 
and for their companie. But all in vaine For in the time 
of his abſence, all they for whoſe reſpe& hee entred into 
that ilfauored order once againe, had left their coules, and 
were fled into Germanie. Whereupon hee perceiuing 
that there was no place of aboad tor him, determined to 
alter his purpoſe ſo ſoone as he could certainly learn what 
was become of his old companions , and whither they 
were gone, But here perhaps ſome euill diſpoſed per- 
ſons will call him a double Ae in forſaking his or- 
der twice. Marry the wiſer ſort will give him double 
honcur therefore, and account him the godlier man two 
toone. Therefore trudging after his fellowes , and (as 
it were) tracing them, he met with them at the length at 
Frauct ford with much ado, both for the paintulnelle of his 
journey & the perils of paſlage: & from thence went with 
them to Gencua, to meet with the reſt of his acquaintance 
that were ſetled there. About the ſame time, by meanes 
of Queene Maries ſuddaine death, and that the crown of 
England deſcended vpon the moſi gracious Lady Queen 
Elizabeth , they of the Engliſh congregation , that by 
occalion of tlie latetyrannic were diſperſed here and there 
in Germanie , were by Gods good grace called home a- 
gaineinto their owne countrey : wherupon divers Spani- 
ards that ſoiorned at Genen, thinking England a meeter 
place for their congregation,did accompanie the Engliſh- 
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men, that returned homewards into England, and for their 
more ſafety diuided themſclues into feuerall companies, 
For the [nquilitourstooke the departure of the Monkes in 
ſo euill part, aſwell in reſpec of torſaking their order, as re- 
nouncing their religion, that albeit they were but few in 
numder, yea but a handtull(to ſpeake of) in reſpe of the 
world,yet they derermined to plague them ſoundly,if they 
could come by them: and thereupon ſent out their flies to 
lie in waitforthem euery where as they ſhould patle,ſpeci- 
ally at Colyne,Franckford, Antwerpe, & all the high waies 
thatlay from Geneua that way : & in like caſe all the waies 
on the other ſide from Geneua to Millayne, The charges 
whereof were allowed out of the kinges treaſury largely 
enough,both ofthe kings owne liberality , and of the de- 
fire which the Inquiſitours had to catch them. And God 
knowes much a do there was, ſparing neither for labor nor 
colt to finde halfe a dozen dogges to do this feat, and to 
hunt them out: beſides other great priuiledges and immu- 
nities that were promiſed to ſuch as would vndertake to 
bring them againe. A ſtrange thing to conſider, how the 
Inquiſitours dereſt and abhorrethe light of the Goſpell, 
that they perſecute it to the very death. This fellow therfore 
had gotten him a companion, one labs Ferdmando of Valla- 
dolit a very godly man, & purpoſing to paſſe together into 
England thorough Germany, were laid for at Argentyne, 
by meanes whereof they were dogged, and taken ina cer- 
taine port in Zealand, as they were taking ſhip to croſſe 
overinto England. And being apprehended , this /obn de 
Leon took the arreſt with ſo good a courage, that he neuer 
chang&tountenance at ir, but ſo ſoone as the meſſengers 
had ſaid that their errant was to him, hee made them an- 
ſwer ſtraight way. Wel ( quoth he) let vs go in Gods name, 
for hee (no doubt) will be with vs. Whereupon they were 
both brought back into the towne, and there racked molt 
pit fully, to the entent to make them confeſſe of their o- 
ther companions; and within a few daies after were ſhip- 
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ped and carried into Spaine:each of them,during the time 
that they were in the thip . hauing a certaine lron chaine 
wrought like a net, that couered both head and face, with- 
in the which there was alſo ancther engine of iron made 
like to a mans tongue, uc being thruſt into theit mouthes 
tooke away the vic of their tongues. And in theſe conti- 
nuall paines and torments, belides other ginnes and fetters 
cf iron wherewith they were bound both hand and foot, 
they were brought into Spaine, and there delivered into 
the Inquiſitours priſons : ob» de Leos to tl. e Inquilitours 
priſon at Suu, and his fellow to Valladelit, where hee was 
afterwards in defence of Gods quatrell executed by fire 
quick : as was alſo one Doctout Caca/ia3 companion of 
his, but alittle before him, whoſe brother or liſters daugh- 
ter this man had maried, Howbeit obs de Leon remained 
a great while in priſon, where he taſled the Inquilitars ty- 
rannie, ſuffering both hunger and cold, as alſo endured all 
their torments each afrer the other: and at the laſt was 
brought forth intheirſolemne ſhe w, arayed in like ſort as 
the other that had continued & perſeuered as he had done. 
It was a pitifull thing to behold, and (no doubt) would 
haue made many a man afraid to fee ſo griezly a light, 
and ſuch a ghoſt as hee was: his face ſo overgrowne with 
haire, his bodie ſo leane as any rake, hauing nothing left 
to couer his bones ſaue onely the very skinzand to the en- 
creaſe of his paine, their Barnacle was ſet vpon his tongue, 
that it was loathſome to ſee the long ſtreames of fleame 
come out of his ſtomack, & hang roping from his mouth 
tothe ground, as hee ſtood vpright. But when ſeatence 
of death was pronounced vpon him, hauing then his 
tongue {er at libertie, to the intent that he might abivre & 
recant (as they ſyppoled hce would haue done) hee made 
ſuch a conſeſsion with ſuch a countenance, ſo quietly, 
without any a nt motion or affection; though in few 
words, yet ſo ly. as if he had been in his belt eſtate 
20d molt libertie that euer hee was in. At the very laſi 
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executed as cruelly, as in his life time before hee had beene 

tormented miſerably but with as quiet and patient minde 
as might be. For ſo it was alwaies likely that ſo good a man 

as he, ſhould make ſo good an end, 


Franciſca Chaxeſia, 


ards the furniſhing of the ſame ſhew, there was 
one Franciſce Che, a modeſt V. and 


Tis 


ſuperſtition w ſhee was 
the election of God in his Son Chriſt 
is a matter of ſuch force and efficacie , that nothing 
at the time inted. Beſides this, 
othermſezo haverneo ber cool 
| after, Truly the ſhining light of Gods Goſpel could not 
long time be hid vnder that buſhel,but when the time was 
come, it would and ſhine to the ioy & comfort of 
the whole of God, and to the aboliſhing of dark- 
neſſe and iniquitie. Well, the conclulion was, x bo com- 
ming before the Inquiſitoura, and enrreated as others had 
been before her, at the length ſheewas brought out vnto 
the lg. or ſcafold ; where ſee ( albeic ta: 
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and his tongue ſo ready, as euer they were at any time in 


all his life. 
Chriftopbore Areliians, N 


Flriſtophoro Arelliano, x Mon ke of the cloyſter of Saint 

Gdorein Saul, was by the conſeſſion of the Inquili- 
tours themſelues amply the bell learned of all that came 
before them, and was betraied by his awnefriends, ſuch I 
meane , as had receiued a great deale more commoditie 
and honour by him, then euer they had done by any, 
by their meanes was brought within the Inquilition. The 
cauſe why he was ſo highly eſteemed & acco of tor 
learning, was becauſe of his great reading and (tudy in the 
ſchoole-doRtours, as they tearme them. That is to ſay, 
Aquinas, Scotus Lombardas, and ſuch like, that whatſoever 
had eſcaped them in all their workes,making for the main- 


tenance of the truth, with a ay — and a 
| memorie, next afrer the 


and the ſounder 
doch — —— 
readihy vauch, to his purpo 

directly, and ſo brought to paſſe, that all his ries, 
with whom the authoritie of ſuch trifling writers weigh 
more then the holy Scriptures of God, were conf unded 
with their one doctours. Notwithſtanding all this, hee 
was condemned tothe fire. For with theſe maine tyranrs 
fre and fagots is aboue learning and truth, and able to 
controll & ouerrule them both. But ere be came ſo far, he 
was firſt brought ſolem nly, & ſet vpon the ſcaffold to haue 
ſentence pronounced vpon him, w here there was a ſhame+ 
full matter moſt impudently laid to his charge; That hee 
ſhould aſtirm, that the bleiſed and pure virgin Mary, the 
mother of Chriſt, was no more a maid then hee himſelſe 
was, A ſeemly ſpeach for theſe good Fathers to publiſh and 
proc laime in ſuch an open audience, if it had beene ſo 
that any were ſo beallly or ſo wicked to ſay it. Vet ſuch 
meanes they vie to bring them into hatred among the 
com- 


people , whom they know; 2 
common » * many men to 
good opinion and eſtimation of for their and 
vertue. Howbeit when r chat hor- 
rible ble ſphemie, having the vſe of his tongue ( ax GOD 
would haue it) he cried out inthe hearing of all the people, 
that it was a mult impudent and (landerons lie, laying, 
that as well at this preſent, as alſoat all other times hereto- 
fore, hee did euer ly hold , and beleeue the contrary, 
being thereunto perſwaded by divers and ſundry places 
of Scripture , which hee could preſently alledge if neede 
were. Alſo for a further vexation, there ſtoode of purpoſe 
one of the Monkes of the ſame houſe, that had beene his 
eateſt enemy. laughing and reioycing at his miſery q hin- 
King it, belike, not ſufficient to cauſe fo godly a man, ſo 
excellently well learned, and a very innocent beſides, to 
be brought into ſo pitifull a caſe, but ro amend the matter 
withall, ſeemed to triumph over him in this extremity. 
The ſuddaine ſight whereof did ſomewhat mouethis good 
man : howbeir like a good chriſtian hee put it vp quietly, 
and pacihed himiclfe , giuing a good example o 
to all that beheld it. Figally Banding at the very (take, be 
comforted and encouraged a certalne monke of the ſame 
houſe called Jobs Chryſoſtome,that ſometime had beene his 
ſcholler, and now become his tellow, and ſo partaker af- 
well of his death as his doctrine. But foraſmuch as I cer- 
tainly know not the very true cauſe why this Monke was: 
executed, | haue therfore not annexed him here vnto the 
reſt, Yet thus much I can truely ſay of him : A preacher he 
was, bothreaſonably well bm and of good conuerſa- 
tion and liuing . for any thing that euer was obieRedto the 
contrary. A — hogs that minded nothing 
but their bellies,did not greatly like of him. 
Gai Arias commonly called Scigrior Blanco, 
2 wonderfull prouidence of God toward his elect, 
which contrary to common courſe doth mightily 
ſave & defend many that ** were dr «ned, an — a 
3 ong 


14 A diſconcty of abe 
life time ſhee had had no great conference — mea) yet 
times by her manlike anſu eri, did put the lnquiſitort 
to a foile:and did moteouer, not only moſt conſtantly 
affirme the truth, but alſo moſt ſharpely rebuked choſe — 
Fathers, —— them dumbe Dogs and the generation of 
Vi all the relt, the — which (hee had 
of death or the paines thereof, and ſpecially the 
chearefull countenance which {lil even to the 
— —— of all that beheld it. 
His man in li — ſcholler to B. Aegidie taught 
& trained vp by him in the principles of true religion, 
Among whoſe — good gifts & of God, wher- 
withall hee was indued, this one thing was in him moſt 
worthy of admiration,that whomſoeuer hee took in hand 
to teach and inſtruct in vertue and godlines, he did there · 
withall kindle as it were & certaine ſeruent 2eale in 


— were enlightned with 
— = as alwaies PSII 
make perfect his —__—_—_— Abbo S pirtite in 
— — — words pro- 
nounced outwardly. But beſides the hap that this 
man had to light vpon io good nn was allo 
his chaunce to meete with no Morſe a father in law, a man 
ſo — a — in Gods religion, > hat this 
uter to ghter,alkhowugh hee were a 
— — 
in then a great lort o Vet 
would hee not graunt vnto him his good will for hauing 
his daughter to wife, till hee were ſor a while become 
ſcholler to Doctor Hegidro,and learned of him ſome godly 
and vertuaus inſtructions. . 
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for a learned mau, and one that thought himſelfe ſuffici · 
ently cathechiſed, to ſubmit himſelſe to another mans in · 
ſtruction, but ſpecially to D. Aa, that was commonly 
ſuſpected in religion at that time. Howbeit at the length 
he condeſcended thereunto , whether for vertues ſake, as 
deſirous of better inſtruction , or for his wives, I knowe 
not. But howſoeuer it were, or in what reſpect ſo euer hee 
did it at the firſt, he it ſo carneltly, that notwith- 
ſtanding he loſt his mailter ere he could well haue ſpared 
him, — maiſters death he declared how much he 
— vnder him : in ſo much that aſwell for his 
learning and «kill in Scripture, as for his vertuous 
— con — he was thought the ha and 
n to bee Superintendent ouer the whole 
congregation, — was great in number, though here 
and there diſperſed in corners. As indeede he tooke it vp- 
on him. and did very wel diſcharge the office ofa preacher 
them, fofarne hee might in ſuch == 
wards by meanes of thoſe — was 


apprehended by the Inquiſmours ( 
. a fait hfull = ( bing «thing mol hide him- 
when his flocke was diſ 2 before whom hee 


made a plaine of his faith , for the which hee 
„ firlt,bard and ſharp impri wich moſt 
— and the open infamie of their ſolemne 


ſhew, and was committed to the fire, Where he, (tan- 
at the ſtake, diſputed very notably of true religion 


thoſe importunate h who vpon a falſe 

A walion that they had to convert bim, him the li · 
of his tongue, to the intent — anſwered 
their And whereas they of policy fell out of 


king chr meaningheren) gan toe i inc: 
ng n t in Latin ſo co- 
and eloquentiy, that it was a ſlrange thing to heare 
» x , to haue W 

2 an 


their Spaniſh into Latine, becauſe the (norgray mr 


156 ADiſcameryof the 
and his tongue ſo ready, as euer they were at any time in 


all his life. 
Clriftopbore Areiliano. Ft 


Flriſtophoro Avrelliano, a Monke of the cloyſter of Saint 

Gdorein Sul, was by the conſeſſion of the Inquili- 
tours themſelues amply the bell learned of all that came 
before them, and was betraied by his one friends, ſuch 1 
meane , av had received a great deale more commoditie 
and honour by hiu, then euer they had done by any, 
by their meanes was brought within the Inquilition. The 
cauſe why he was ſo highly eſteemed & acco of tor 
learning, was becauſe of his great reading and (tudy in the 
ſchoole-doRours, as they tearme them. That is to ſay, 
Aquinas, Scotus Lombardas,and ſuch like, that whatſoever 
had them in all their workes,making for the main- 


ing writers weigh 
more then the holy Scriptures of God, were conf unded 
with their owne doctours. Notwithſtanding all this, hee 
was condemned tothe fire. For withtheſemaine tyranrs 
fire and fagors is aboue learning and truth, and able to 
controll & querrulechem both. But ere be came ſo far, he 
was firſt brought ſolemnly,&ſct vpon the ſcaffold to haue 


ſentence pronounced vpon him, here there was a ſhame- 
full matter molt j ly led to his c That hee 
ſhould athrm , that the bleſſed and pure Mary the 


mother of. Chriſt, was no more a maid then hee himſelfe 
was, A ſeemly (peach for theſe good Fathers to publiſh and 
proc laime in ſuch an open audience, if it had beene fo 
that any were ſo beallly or ſo wicked to ſay it. Vet ſuch 
meanes they vie to bring them into hatred among the 

| com- 
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common » whom they know many men to haue 
good opinion and eſtimation of for their lar and 
approved vertue. Howbeit when e that hor- 
rible blsſphemie, having the vſe of his tongue ( ax GOD 
would haue it) he cried out in the hearing of all the people, 
that it was a mult impudent and (landerons lie, laying, 
that as well at this preſent, as alſo at all other times hereto - 
fore, hee did euer ly hold , and beleeue the contrary, 
being thereunto perſwaded by divers and ſundry places 
of Scripture , which hee could preſently alledge if neede 
were. Alſo for a further vexationghere ſtoode of purpoſe 
one of the Monkes of the ſame houſe, that had beene his 
eateſt enemy, laughing and reioycing at his miſery, hin- 
ing it, belike, not lufficient to cauſe ſo godly a man, ſo 
excellently well learned, and a very innocent beſides, to 
be brought into ſo pitifull a caſe, but ro amend the matter 
withall, ſeemed to triumph over him in this extremity. 
The ſuddaine ſight whereof did ſomewhat moue thi⸗ good 
man : howbeit like a good chriſtian hee put a 75 
and pacihed himſelſe, giuing a good example 
to all that beheld it. Fially Banding at the v ke, be 
comforted and encouraged a certalne monke of the ſame 
houſe called Job» Chryſo/tome,that ſometime had beene his 
ſcholler,and now become his tellow, and ſo partaker af- 
well of his death as his doctrine. Bur foraſmuch as I cer» 
tainly know not the very true cauſe why this Monke was: 
executed, | haue therfore not annexed him here vnto the 
reſt, Yet thus much I can truely ſay of him : A preacher he 
was, bothreaſonably — . and of good conuerſa- 
tion and liuing , for any thing that euer was obiected to the 
contrary. And thereſote thoſe hogs that minded nothing 
but their bellies, did not greatly like of him. 
Garſias Ariaz commonly called Sergrtor Blanco, 
1 wonderfull providence of God toward his elect, 
which contrary to common courſe doth mightily 
{ave & defend many that deepely were drowned, an lay a 
| 3 ong 


woo WE nor 
rp [nr n and blindnefſe,fanſying 
the known truth againſt their 
owne — fm ur holy Scriptures cal the — — 
gainſt the holy Ghoſt, declaring vnto vs, that the pra 
of the congregation ſhall, nor auaile ſuch Ge is 
ſported —— — et moſt maruel- 
louſly appear by this one mans example to be of ſuch force, 
that the deeper that men are drowned in deſperation, the 
higher it afterwardsaduanceth them in honour. This A- 
rias, whom called Seignior Blanco, becauſe 
of his white haires and faire skin, had a very ſharp wit, and 
for his time war well iudiodin diviniey+marry, therewith- 
all ſomewhat crafty and ſudtile with x lirtle ſpice of incon- 
oo — — alſo hes did ſo oouer with a counter- 
* deceiue him that 


ee wiſeſt man, yea, and did deceiue a 
indeed. 1 in time that there were 
Fo forts of Preachers Sinil, and both of them had a 


number of auditours diſpoſed ro heare each part, as 
beſtfancied the oneor the other. The one of them 
do&rin & — — to the diſci- 
— the Stoick, t of holy Scrip- 
gut herein they were — > Epiftetns, that all 
hloGyingsand do; were one, but in theſe there _ 
ſome ods: for they never ceaſed — monk! te ie 
them, to moue them to often faſting, ro morti as 
— of rhemlelyes, to continue in at all times, 
t 


o thinke of themſelues, which called humi- 
litie, and to ſhew the ſame as well in countenance, 
behauiour and (| as in all the reft of their life, But if 

ou had ſtripped theſe fellows out of their (ide coats; Wel, 
will not ſay all, but ye ſhould wel haueperceiued them to 
be men, In ſum, all all their religion both t op & taile (as they 
ſay) reſted in works and ht exerciſes of the bodie, 
2 contrary to the other ſect, and therefore they would 
eem to be doers in any caſe. Wherupon they left the = 
exerc 
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exerciſes of a Chriſtian man, | mcane iuftice, mercy , and 
faith, che only meanes to attaine true 3 
ranne by heapes to Maſſea, to hallowed places, to ſhritt (as 
they call it) & many other ſuch like coyes,which the (cri 

turecalleth ſpiders webs that will neuer proue good clot 

hoping by theſe & ſuch like meanes to be purged and clen- 
ſed from their ſinnes. Moreouer they vrged pouerty, with 
ſole and ſingle liſe, cuen vnto ſuch as were already coupled 
in matrimony, but ially the vow of obedience, as do 
the fooliſu friers, to the intent to get them auditours. And 
this ( lay they ) is the true denying of our ſelues, and there- 
fore extolled it as much as the obedience that is due to 


other moe then I can well 
call co mind i Fot whom ps it had beene farre better 
neuer to haue beene borne , then to leaue ſuch monu- 
ments behind them. Ofthe which ſort of preachers there 
werediuers, | confeſſe, in — 


— — — 


twiſe ſo euill as were theit mailiers whom they * 


160 4 difeonery of the 
The other ſort did deale more ſincerely with the 


— and perfect —— — 


to t that Citie the name aboue a 


other in Spain for their ĩuſt and true dealing. by the ſpace 


of a dozen yeares , — they 
had fruitfully and — heard that peece of Scripture 
that treateth of true and perfect righteouſneſſe. For 
vpon came all that plentifull harveſt that li. th been innin 

8. or 10. yeates, of thoſe ſeedes of the Goſpel, whi: 

then were by them ſo painfully ſowen. The brightneſſe 
whereof, according to the nature of light, did ſo plainly 
diſcouer all that counterfait holineſſe, and phariſaicall de- 
uotion, that it could not be ut that needs there muſt en- 
ſue thereafter,firſt hatred and then perſecution, Thechief, 
labourers in this harue(t, were Conſt artmo, Aegidio and Var- 
qe, Doctors all, and men both ſober, wiſe, and learned: 
whoſe trauailes in ſetting forward the Goſpel in ſo great 
miſts of ce, and the worthie ends which they 
made at their departures out of this life, as they be worthie 
of eternall memorie , ſo will wee ſhield them that they 
ſhall not be forgotten. But yet of all the other adverſaries 
vnto the truth, this Arias was moſt ſpitefull,and more ma- 
licious than any of the reſt ( becauſe the other er- 
red of ſimple but he c to his one con- 
ſcience againſi the khowne truth) for that the o- 
ther had been more received, was more ſightly 
in ſhew, and more to them that followed after 


it. Howbeit he would — — ly as other of the 
— — wy Loca in religion, 
with whom — — parry opi- 
n reaſon of that vertuous and godly di 

which they ſaw in him in dot in ſuch ſort be- 
haved ere e. ener et his matter, 
that though ſuch as had tryed him knew 


— — —— — 
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yet others tooke him for a deare friend of theirs, and 
eſteemed of him as if he had bin their kinſman or brother. 
But as touching his ſubtifries and diſſimulation, he (hew- 
ed it moſt at one time ſpecially aboue all others, at what 
time complaint was made to the Inquilitours by a ſort of 
hypocrites, perſecutors of the truth, ot one Gregorio Knizio, 
a man (as thereport went of him) very well learned, for a 
certainething vttered by him openly in a diuinitie. lecture 
in the Cathedrall Church of Swill, tending towards the 
controuerſies in religion, and concerning ſpecially a mans 
wſtification, For where the Inquilitors had aſſigned him 
a day of hearing, two dayes before the day of his appa- 
rance / it was his chance to meete with this mailter Aria 
with whom hee had ſome 2 quaintance, by reaſon that 
they profeſſed one kinde of (tudie, but chiefly for the re- 
of vertue that was ſpoken of him, though vnworthi- 
y. Whereupon, amongſt others that were aſſigned , this 
Avias allo wasgharged to be there at that day, and to pre- 
pare himſelf ro diſpute againſt Rau who likea crafty A- 
poltle ſo vndermined this Rue, that he gat out of him all 
the reaſons and arguments we he had deviſed againſt the 
day of diſputation for the maintenance of his lide. For 
R God knows)taking no great heed therof, nor (uſpe- 
Ring in him any ſuch — than he did his ghoſt- 
ly father, communicated the ſame vnto him,Which afrer 
Arias had obtained, he gaue him a friendly farwell, and ſo 
left him. At the day of diſputation, when both parts were 
aſſembled, this Arias was alſo preſent, & iovined himſelf to 
the other ſide that were adverſaries to R. The which 
— — — —— aſtonied therewith- 
all, and perceived at the length his Legerdemane, ſeein 
him ſo readily cut off his arguments, which hee had — 
him priuie vnt two dayes before , and to anſwer them 
fo fully and — that hee had nothing to replie againe: 
the — ſoule being thus circumvented y 
and ſpoiled of all his weapons, yeelded himſelfe , 
Y 


leauing 
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leauing to Arias the honour of the field, which hee moſt 
like a ludas had gotten by treaſon and treachery. The like 
honelt part alſo for all the world he plaid with D. Acgidio. 
For whereas hee meaning nothing but well (as the moſt 
conſtant bruit is) had the matter concerning the 
opinion of his knowledge and learning to this mang 
iudgement, becauſe he knew him to be as able to iudge as 
a great ſort of others, he gaue ſuch a verdit, as it had been 
ſomewhat reaſonable — to haue giuen in a matter of 
vntruth. Notwithſtanding he was the firſt in all Saint Iſi- 
dots houſe in Siwilthat ſtarted out of that dead ſleep of ſu- 
perſtition and ignorance, herein they were all dead and 
drowned,and by meanes of a few ſparkes which this man 
had ſet on fire, a great part of the houſe beganne to ſhake 
off their drowlineſſc,and to ſee a glimmering of the truth 
afarre off appearelike the dawning ot the day, and to de- 
fire that the vaile might bee drawne, to the end that they 
might the more ealily ſee the ſhining beamęs of true reli- 
gion. For the whole ſcope of all his ſermons , for the 
which there was a ſpace ined, as it tell our moſt con- 
ueniently, ſometime by night, from two of the clocke 
in the morning, till foure, was wholly to overthrow all 
their profeſſion : howbeit not openly , but covertly and 
as it were afarre off. Fjrll, hee taught them that ſinging 
and ſaying of their prayers all the day and night, was no 
ſervice , nor praier vnto God: that the exerciſes of a true 
Chriſtian man were other then the common people took 
them to bee : that the holy Scriptures were to bee reade 
and ſtudied with diligence, whence alone the true know- 
ledge and ſervice of God and of his holy will, of true 
religion, and ſuch as was molt allowable in his light, was 
to bee had and learned: to the obtaining whereof, we mult 
(quoth he) vſe praier as @ mean, proceeding as well of the 
ſenſe and feeling of our ne infirmities aud necellities, as 
. vpon perfect truſt & confidence in God. Thus, 

y laying theſe and ſuch like foundations of Chrſtian re- 


li gion, 
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he made them to loath that ale fluffe of their old 
& forworn religion, & wrought in them an earneſt deſire 
of the better. but ſpecially moued the to the ſtudy of holy 
Scri . Moreouer, belides his ſermons hee read dayly 
a lecture vpon Salomons prouerbs very learnedly, & made 
application thereof with good judgement and diſcretion, 
and had private and familiar conference with diuers, ſuch 
as he was — — withall, and vſed to accompa- 
ny, onely to the ſame end and purpoſe. And for this one 
thing his hap was alwaies very good, to haue ſuch ſchol- 
lers as were tractable and (oone wrought, and (which was 
wonderfull to conſider) ſuch as were not greatly wedded 
to their monkiſh itions though they were vowed: 
whereby he had leſſe to doe with them, and might with 
more eaſe giue the aſſault, and in ſhort time batter downe 
this forced rampire ot ſuperſtition, with the perſect ſhort of 
Gods word. How beit his head was ſo full oftoyes and new 
devices,that after all theſe wholeſome preparatiues,wher- 
with he had ſo wrought in them, that the reſt of their ſuper- 
ſtitious dregs might more cpᷣmodiouſſy be expelled, & that 
they were halfe wonne to his doctrine, he made them fall 
to vnſeaſonable faſtings and watchings before the Sacra - 
ment, whence they ſhould looke for I know not what 
inſpirations : hee cauſed them to remove all their ſtuffe, 
bookes and beds, out of their celles, and to lye vpon the 
bare earth, or elſe to ſleep ſtanding, to weare a hairecloth 
in ſtead of | their ſhirts, and a hoope of Iron next vnto their 
kin, with a number of ſuch toyes moe, as though thoſe 
— weeds would not haue taken root faſt enough of 
themſelues, except the earth had firſt been exred vp with 
the coulter of Gods word , as was before declared, For 
after hee had weeded the old ſuperſtition, he did nothi 
elſe but ſow a like ſeede againe, more corrupt aud — 
lous than the other that grew before. By mearies where · 
of manie of his auditours got ſuch good avis like to en · 
ſue of ſo dangerous a doctrine. Inſomuch that ma- 
1 ny 
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manger them (eli ſtark mad: ſome ſo conſumed with me- 
oly. that they were halfe fraotick i ſome caught vn- 
curable diſeaſes and paines in the head, and became almoſt 
brainleſſe, chat they were not able to ſerue any turne 
thereafter i but they that had ſironger bodies, and better 
— — ＋ — — . —4— 

e an in lues by meanes of that vaine 
ſwaſion off holineile and perfectneile, that no wile — 
will account them in much better caſe than other of theit 
ſellowes. And yet perhaps were Arias excuſable herein 
from this ſo grievous guilt, either for want of better knows 
ledgeor by deſtiny if it were ſo, firſt to take ypon him that 
ce, & then ſo meanly to execute it, but that | am right 
wel aſſured that his conſcience did condemn all the traſh, 
we he had planted in place of truth. For at the very ſame 
time being among his companions, would take pleaſure in 
remembring the folly of ſuch men, that were ſo forward 
to run any way that he would preſcribe and appoint them, 
Notwithſlanding ſuch is the force and might of Gods ele- 
ion, that theſe few good ſeedes ſowne among thole fit 
ches, fructified in the end to the great encreaſe of godlines 
maruellouſly, lafomuch, that divers and ſundry of them, 
having their conſciences cleared & purged oftheir old hy- 
pocrilic,and ſcarcely well ſtaied or quieted with theſe new 
deuices, ſought further by occalion hereof for ſome better 
inſtructions, and vnawares hapned vpon the other ſort of 
reachers, that taught the truth with more ſinceritie. Of 
hom ( after they had entred ſome acquaintance with 
them) they learned the principles of pure and perfect reli- 
gion, leaving by little and little that euill opinion which 
they had generally conceived agaioſt the Lutherans. 
Afterwards , being. perſwaded that oy could by no 
meanes attaine the perſect knowledge of the truth, ex. 
ceptthey would ſometime peruſe their writings, God did 
likewiſe maruellouſly provide for them herein, that they 
had not onely ſuch bookes brought vnto them by 2 
f miraculous 


— 
— — 
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miraculous means ,as they had a long time deſired, euen at 
fuch time as they ſecurely ſlept and ſought for no ſuch 
things: but alſo all other ſorts of boo ke that were extant at 
that time, either in Geena, or any part of Germazy : ſo that 
hauing ſuch ſtore both of bookes and maiſters to inſt rut 
them, they began to noſell their whole couent, inſomuc h 
that where at the firſt there were onely two that durlt giuo 
the attempt in ſo dangerous an enterprile,there were very 
few in the whole cloyſler ( which at that time was 
well turniſhed) but they had ſomeraſle of true religion & 
godlineſſe thereby, aud none repined againſtir, Their 
time that erſt was ſpent in — their mattens and 
prime, was now — vpon lectures of diuinity : their 
dirges eyther cut off altogether, or curtalled very ſhort : 
their charters of pardons granted by Popes in ancient 
time whereunto all that crue — before, was now 
accounted for ſtale ſtuffe. As for images, they had a ſmall 
deale of worſhip done vnto them, or none at all. Vaine 


faſting was turned into ſeemely ſobrietie : neyther was 


anie taught to bee monkiſh , but to bee ſincerely and tru- 
ly religious, not anie mention made of proceeding in their 
ormer faſhions, but much talke rather in derifionthere- 
of, and to haue them aboliſhed. Neyther did they put this 
light vnder a buſhell , impriſoning it within their owne 
walles, but ſent it abroad into the Cuie, and the rownes 
and villages adioining , as well oy ECT bookes, 
2s by other private conference. Then all things being 
brought to ſo good paſſe, that nothing was leſt in vie 
ſaue ouely their Nour Idoll of their maile, and their mon- 
kiſh profeſſion that reſted in their coule and their crowne, 
which. could neyther with good conſcience bee longer 
ſuffred, ncr attempted without preſent perill, and yet no 
at good like to enſue thereof they beganne to deviſe 
Feſt, and afterwards determined with themſelves, to for- 
fake their neaſt, and to fige into Germazie , where 


they might live with a great deale more ſaſetie of 
T 19 their 
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their liues and freedome of thefr conſciences. A very bold 
enterpriſe (doubtleſſe) and as ſome thought both raſh and 
deſperate. For neither was there any great poſſibilitie or 
likelyhood, that not one or two, but ſo many at once, and 
ſuch as were not onely the ſoueraignes of the whole 
houſe and fellowſhip, but famous over the whole citie for 
their excellent learning, ſhould forſake ſuch a cloiſter as 
the like was not in all the territory of Granata, leauing it 
in a maner deſolate, and eſcape in ſafety from the furtheſt 
part of Spaine into Germanie. And if they ſhould ſteale a- 
way in ſeuerall companies and at ſundry times, then were 
they like to be in euill caſe that ſhould tarry hindmolt.For 
the Inquiſitors that had been quiet a great while, hauing 
intelligence hereof by ſome cankred knaue or other , 
would beſtirre th ues of all hands, Therefore they 
concluded briefly, that either all which were priuie to this 
counſell, muſt depert ſpeedily together, or elſe looke to 
be apprehended ſhortly after. Bur God ſeeing them in this 
diſtreſſe,ſhewed them a meanes, how ynder an honeſt pre- 
tencea dozen ofthem might take occaſion to depart with- 
in one moneth, and each betake himſelfe a ſeuerall way 
towards Genewa, where they determined to make their a- 
boad, & purpoſed to meet all together within one ewelue- 
moneth t as for the reſt being as yet but young nonices in 
religion , which remained behind becauſe did not 
greatly like of going away , they within a while after a- 
boad the brunt of the hurly-burly when it came. For at 
the very ſame time there were three burned out of that 
cloiſter, and diuers of the reſt diverfly puniſhed. Inſomuch, 
that from that day till this, there was neuer any examinati- 
on of matters touching faith in Sil, but that houſe hath 
alwaies made out a man, or two, And very likely it is, that 
the truth ſo wen and planted there hath taken ſo deep root, 
that it ſticketh to the hard ſtone walls, fo that whileſt any 
one ſtone ſtandeth vpon another, it will yearely yeeld 
them one or two Lutherans, 


Ihaue 


Spaniſb Inquiſition. 167 
haue by occaſion entred into this diſcourſe ſomewhat 
, partly in reſpect of Chrift's Church, towards the 
which | ſhould ſcarce behaue my ſelfe vprightly, if I ſhould 
rob theſe men of their renowne due vnto them, in regard 
of the overthrow which they haue giuen to Idolatry and 
ſuperſtition, behauing themſelues as couragioully as they 

ventured dangerouſly, preferring vertue and godlinetie 
before authoritie and power, voluntarily refuling their 
eſent ellates wherein they lived with ſome worſh'p and 

in much pleaſure, and inſtead thereof contenting t 
{clues to be poor and diſdained, baniſhed from their owne 
countrey, to ſuffer ſhame and ignominy - bnally,to be eue- 
howre in danger of — liues, _ _ led not with- 
lfandin in very miſery. Of the which good and 
—— — ws great part next vnto God wee doe 
owe vnto this Arias, of whom our purpoſe is preſently to 
entreat, foraſmuch as all this great fire, that hath enfla- 
med to Gods glory, not onely that houſe, but diuers pla- 
ces in the c itie abroad, belides a number of other without 
the citie which we meane not to touch, bred of thoſe few 
ſparks which this man kindled at the firſt : who by reaſon 
of his vnconſtant and fickle nature, being halfe folpeced 
of his friends, and hated of rangers, was divers and ſun- 
dry times complained vpon to the — conuented 
before them, anſwered the matter, and fo diſcharged. At 
the laſt it came to palle, in that troubleſome time wherein 
every man almoſt was apprehended for religion, that A- 
rias alſo went tothe pot with his fellowes indeed, though 
hee had diuers times ſhifted it off before. The which end 
was foretold him two or three yeares before by Con/taxt:- 
vo, and that witha vehement afirmation , on a time when 
Conſtantine bad this Arias to his houſe to dinner, where 
were preſent at the ſame time Aegidio and I urquuo, to the 
intent totake him vp ſomewhat roundly for his halting, 
foraſmuch as gentle admonirions vſed before would no- 
thing preuaile. But in proceſſe of talke when they . 
uking 
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buking him moſt earneſtly, he ſtart out in a 2nd 
laid. that he feared greatly leſt hee ſhould ſhortly ſee Bulles 
ſet forth in open ſhew, prophecying ſomewhat plainly of 

the Inquilitours Theatre. nto Conſtantine wade hi 
this anſwer : Behold Arms, before God I tell it thee, that 
thou ſhale not fir mounted aloft , as thou ſuppcſeil ro ſee 
and behold othes, but ſhalt fland below, an coodem- 
ned thy ſelfe. As indeed it came to paſſe by Gods ſecret 
and divine prouidence, that notwithſtanding he had beep 
in time before a faithleſſe fellow, yet his laſt apprehenſion 
turned not to his vndoing, but ht in himeffeRually, 
—— —5 in him the fruites of 
rruerepentance. For id ſo earneſtly and deepely 
lament and bewaile his former eſlate, that whereas before 
time, he had been as fearfull as euer was Hare of Hounds, 
or Apeof whip, now being vpon the racke with ameruel- 
lous conſtancy (which in him a wonderfull ex- 
change) hee withſtood the enemies of Gods truth, and 
took vp the [nquiſitors ſharply,that ſat in their ſears of ma- 
jeſtic like Demigods, ſaying that they were meeter to driue 
packs, & that ſuch an office were more fit for them, than to 
fit where they doe in (eat of judgement , and take vpon 
them the determination of cauſes in religion, wherin they 
were as blind & yet as bold as Bayardy declaring moreouer 
vnto them, that for his own part he was heartil forry,and 
did moſſ earneſlly repent him, and would doe while he had 
a day to live, for that hee Had wittingly and willingly in 
their preſence impugned thetruth againſtche godly defen- 
dants of the ſame, whereof hee himſelfe was now become 
a defender, Many otherſharprebukes, ſo oft as he came 
to his anſwer, the Inquiſitours receiued at his hands, But 
inthe end hee was brought forth after their guiſe and ac- 
cuſtomed maner of pomp, aray ed with all their robes, ho- 
norable (no doubt) in the fight of God, though in mans 
iudgement teproachfull and ignominious: a man, to bee 
reverenced for hisage , but ſpecially for che hartie repen 
tance 
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tance of his former life, & for that notable confeſſion of the 
truth which —— 2 his — * depar- 
ting from the flage to the ſtake with a merr cheerfull 
countenance, he made ſatis faction to the Church of God 
this notable example of repentance at his death, for all 
miſchieſe that he had done thereto by his ll 
and hypocritical in therelt of his lifetime before. 
O man moſt 


teſt mifchicfe and folly,and returned to make the like p 
teſtation of Gods truth that other martyrs and 


coulehs had bin a perſecurer of 


of zeale , grounded 


— ——— enamic 03 perk 


mercies (the treaſures of his ) 
vpon this new Paul, if we may ſo tearm him ? How ſure 
— — ́ —— wo hers of his excee- 
ding great mercie , grace, andloue towards all ſinners ? 
Therefore by this one example, this leſſon may we learne, 
as by the true mirrour of Gods to our 
ſelues from raſh ſpeeches ſuch 
eſtate that can bee, foraſ- 


as wee ſee in the 
tell what God hath de- 


much as wee cannot 
termined concerning ny TD to mar * 
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the counſell of Paul, that is, to hope the belt. 


D low Aogidio Canon and Preacher in the 
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Chaerrch in Suull. 
1 — —— — both apt 
Rowed his time in 
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that he had runne his — attained the — 


in Schooles, and proſeſſed diuinitie a long time, 
—— in thoſe = 


in 
wicked 
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both they to remoue him, and he hi deter- 
mined to leaue them. 1 — 
had thus paſſed the pikes by the ſpace of a yeare or two, 
it was his chance to meet with one that gaue him ſuch in- 
ſtructions (or rather it was the ordinance of God, that 
fo well, both for him & for the whole citie) that 


new to tread another which ſhould lead him vnto 
perfect wiſedome and 1 hee knew 
z not 


ayer > wes "ory 
that point concerned the dutie 
of a good Preacher, he took it to be a ſufficient calling for 
him to that vocation,whereof he knew he ſhould neither 
reap commoditie nor eſtimation in this world. Perhaps 
many will maruellto hear the party named that was 
occaſion of ſo ſuddaine a and alteration of ſuch a 
man in ſo ſhort Ig 2. —— him the 
true way to wiſedome. Truly I muſt needs diſcloſe 
it. to the end that the wonderful ies of Gods electi- 
on may be manifeſted and reuerenced, who by the fooliſh 
of this world confoundeth the wiſedome of man. His 
condemned 
Prophet, and dec ſthe — — 
2 eiuer o people, k 
baniſhed, and in his exile ſuffred for the profeſſion 
che wach. Whoſe wonderfull kind of calling to the true 
knominige of Gait. fince I am occaſioned to make 


mono rk fern po 


itizen af Nebriſſa, a famous towne 
at amy is in all the precinct of Granat, both for the anti- 
and chi 7 for the fame of one Antonio 
As ANY Was, and one that fir(t 
Spaine in theſe 
and of ſuffici- 


his wealth, not to — as commonly ſuch 
men ofabilitie doe, which think all their honor to conſiſt 
in the maintenance ofa good (table,& the furniture there · 
of, in games, in coſtly and exceſſiue apparell,in hunting,& 
other ſuch like paſtimes and exerciſes, For in alltheſe qua- 
lities he was fi aboue all the yong gentlemen of the 
whole citie: i that hee ſought not only to match 
ſuch as were his eqtalls in and abilitie , but alſo 
toexceedethem far, In the middeſt of theſe vain Phancer 


6, 
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Ges, a certaine motion came into his mind (by what occa- 
ſion, or through Oo err» by what 
— — — — 

which was a 
hard thing for a man to doe) and bent himſelfe wholly 
both body and ſoule to the exerciſe of vertue & godlincile, 
that a man would ſcarcely judge himto bee a man of this 
world. Moreager, the wonderfull change chat appeared 
to be in him otherwiſe, as well in his ſpeech and behaui- 
our, as in his apparell that was fine and ſutable before, gor · 
gious as might be, and now quite altered into limple (tutfe 
and taſhion, was well liked of ſome, but on the 
other (ide a great number ht it meere madneſſe or 
ſtarke folly, But as the like falſe verdites giuen of the 
holy Apoltles, that were indued with the Holy Ghoſt, 
were attainted by the effectes of the ſame ſpirit, ſo the per- 
fect feare of God, with the bewayling of his former vani- 
ties, the earneſt deſire of ri and his whole 
— — — rr er 
alwayes according to t 
word, was a ſufficient and evidence to men of per- 
fecter vnderſtandin the ſpirit of God molt certainly 

him. In hi ace had gotten a littie 
ſmack in the Latin, by whereof hee was conuer- 
ſant in the holy day and night : ſo that by 
continuall ſludie thereof, hee had buen h vogel 
ifs 


heart, and could make application thereof to his pu 
ſenfibly & maruellous readily. He had alſo dayly conflicts 
with the ſpiritual men ( as they call them) the Prieſts and 
Monks, which were the cauſes (faid he) that not only the 
eſtate of the — om 0 ant _ 
—_— were peleſſe of remedy : for 
which cauſes hee did alſo diuers and ſundry times 
rebuke them. Whereat this phariſaicall generation much 
maruelling, enquired of him how he attained ſo ſuddenly 
to all this skilio holy Scriptures? how he durſt preſume ſo 
23 arrogantly, 


174 A diſconery of 33 


the — 
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his time in vaine and vnprofirable ſtudies. Like- 
wiſe they examined him, —— — 
did it : who ſent him: how hee was called : and by what 
tokens hee declared the ſame. Alas for them good men, 
when they cannot denie their abominations , nor longer 


hold out the light which — 
now a8 in all from time to time, they are driven 
to theſe ſhifts. Valerie anfwered them truly and 


with = bold every demand: that he had not fi- 
ſhed for that it in their molt filthie 
puddles, and muddie ditches, but had it by the only good- 
neſſe of the Holy Ghoſt, who poureth whole floods of 


ee degree name neuro 


to them 


to ——— 
Chriſt had ſent him, whoſe name and authoritie hee had 
for his warrant : but as for any ſigne to declare the ſame, 


he ſaid it was the token of a baſtardly „and of 
from the true ſtocke of the chil- 

_ of — — — in the — 

» w things ne Art ok 

n 5 as cleare as noone day. 

for theſe.and ſuch like matters he Noh 

before the Inquilitors, where he earneſtly of 

| chetrue Church of Chriſt, and w — 


know 
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— wen 


oft as his" his matter came in hearing 

— Inquiſtours, this Doctor Aegudvo did — 
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bought full dearely that 
this man at his mediati- 
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on. For 
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had in reputation among them, and the old hyporcites de- 
ſpi had taught — other doctrine to the great pe- 
rill of their ſoules, Mhereupon there were dayly diners 
complaints brought to the Inquilitors eares of theſe men: 
but Gecially of D. Aegidis, who of meer ſimplicity, and b 
reaſon that he wat in ſome more authoritie than the reſi, 
did more openly inueigh againſſ the aduerſaries of the truth 
whom they began chiefly to enuie at ſuch time as the Em- 
in reſpect of his ſingular learning and integritie of 
ife, elected him to the biſhopric ke of Dortow. For then 
thoſe hypocrits began to beſtirre them of all hands, and to 
lay all their heads together to giue him a lift, thinking that 
if he were once conſecrated Biſhop there, he would keepe 
a foule coyle in their kingdome. Therfore they cited him 
to come before the holy Houſe, where plaint was entred a- 
gainſt him by ſuch as were their crafts-maiſtcrs, able to 
worke him miſchlefe, and to bring it about cloſely, ſo that 
by their meanes he was calt into priſon, and therupon exa- 
mined, The firlt matter was concerning the iuſtification of 
a Chriſtian man, and diuers other that depend thereon 
as of mans merits,of purgatory, of the meanes of ſatisfa- 
Rion for ſinnes deuiſed by mans braine, of the number of 
Mediatours,and whether there were any moethan Chriſt 
alone :alſo concerning the aſſurance of faith in ſuch as are 
iuſlied, &c. Beſides theſe, there were alſo other matters 
that fell out by occaſion of an abominable Idoll of the 
bleſſed Virgine Marie, wrought very artificially by Fer- 
dmnands the King (as the report goeth) : the which Image, 
vpon diuers feaſtes of the bleſſed Virgine, is ſet vp and 
ſhewed to the people with great pompe : whereupon [do- 
latrie or the worſhipping of Images came in queſtion, 
Alſo by like occaſion of a certaine chip of wood chat is ve- 


ſuperſtitiouſly honoured in the ſame Church, as a peece 
4 the Croſſe whereon Chriſt was crucified, the wiichre- 
lique Doctour Argidio wiſhed to bee burned, the ſame 
matter likewiſe came in talke, Moreouer, concerning 
A a inuocation 
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— to dead ſaints , and the baniſhing 
out of pulpits the deuices of mans brain, and of placing 
therein the perfect and expreſſe word of God and other 
ſuch neceſſary matters of like importance: and therwithal, 
to ſer him forward,he was —— to be an earneſt ſauou- 
rer of Valeriode Nebriſſa,&c. Whereunto D. Aegidi made 
anſwer particularly, but chiefly touching the tri poynt. 
w made ſo perſect & abſolute a detence,ſo learned- 
ly,ſo godly,& fo abſolutely, as any hath bin hitherto heard 
or ſeene : in the which anſwete hee gaue his aduerſaries 
ewenty waics to take aduantage of him, and thereupon 
to inferre diuers other ſuch hereſies. ut at that time the 
Inquiſitours were not growne ſo bold as ſince then they 
haue beene, nor indeede durſt burne ſuch a man as he was 
for theſe quarrels, albeit they were vrged and called vpon 
on every lide very carneftly ſo to do.T herefore ſeeing that 
they could in no wiſe make him change or alter his minde, 
began to deuiſe which way they might ſaue his life, 
becauſe. the Emperour, who d ed him to ſo 
a Bifhopricke , as alſo the whole Chapter of the Ca- 
— Church in Siwl, were becom very earneſt ſuters in 
his behalfe. There was alſo one of the Inquilitours named 
Corrano,a good and a fatherly old man, who for that aſſu- 
rance which hee had by his owne knowledge of the 
good conuerſation of Doctor Argidio,and of the froward- 
nes of his accuſers , ſtood his very good friend, though 
his wicked aſſociate Pedro Diazio was ſore againſt him 
who like a proud Apeſtata forfooke the truth, wherein the 
ſame Valerio de Nebriſſa had inſtructed him in his private 
lectures vpon Pauls Epiltle to the Romanes : for the 
which hee gaue him at that time moſt hearty thankes, 
and yet notwithſtanding was now become a turne-<cote. 
When Yarquio was dead, and Conſtextine in the low coun- 
tries with the Emperour being his chaplaine and confeſ- 
ſour , there were certaine arbitratours appointed on both 
partes concerning this religion that was newly come 
to 
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into Spaine. And Doctor Aegidio for his o- 
thers named one Bartho/omeo de Zamora, a — the 
order of Saint Dominicke, a man very well learned, and 
one that knewethe truth. Who afterwards by the Empe- 
rours meanes was preferred to the Archbi icke of 
Toleds: whence hee was ſhortly after ſed for religion, 
or as it is more probably coniectured, vpon ſome priu 
dge which the Archbiſhop of S, high commi 
oner in the Inquiſition,bare vnto him, and fo after many 
conflicts with the Inquiſitours, at the length died. But at 
that time hee could not bee preſent at this triall,by reaſon 
that hee — — Emperour : So that Arias, 
who was commonly called Sergnexr Blanco , was judge at 
that time. But what his verdite was, is already partly re- 
ported in the ſpeciall hiſtory that I haue written of hi 
and perhaps the —2— forth to light hereafter 
particularly ioyned with the anſwer that Doctor Aegidio 
made thereunto. But whether Aries were thereto nomi- 
nated by the Inquifitours themſelues, or by Doctor A- 
arab. as yet it is not certainly known : fo that ſome 
ing abſent, and ſome fearefull to ſpeake their mindes 
for feare of afterclaps,the determination thereof was refer- 
red to one called Doeminico 4 Soto, a ſophiſter of great fame 
in the Vniuerlity of Salate, and one other of the or- 
der of Saint Dominicke , who after great expectation of 
his comming , at the laſt came from Salamanch_to Sul, 
and there entred diſputation with Doctor Acgalis that was 
but a ing man and of a ſmall foreſight, more 
craftily and ſubtilly then other had dealt before him. 
Firſt, prerending much good will cowards him, and per- 
ceauing that by dealing with him openly , hee could in 
no caſe remove him his opinion, hee fained himſelfe 
to be iumpe with him in the ſame: hee aduiſed him, 
that foraſmuch as thoſe articles that ty were called 
in on were ſomewhat odious in moſt mens eres, 
to the end to ſtoppe that re, hee would make and 
22 publiſh 


180 A diſconery of the 
Publiſh ſome apt declaration and expolition thereof, the 


Which he offred to preſcribe vnto him in the beſt ſort that 
he could, that he might vie it if it liked him, or elſe they 
two to conferre about it, and ſet it forth to the better diſ- 
charge of their conſciences, furtherance of the truth, and 
contentation of the hearers. Whereupon Aſote preſcribed 
ſuch a preſident : both of chem conterred about it, and in 
the end agreed without any controuerſie. There was a ſo- 
lemne day of hearing appointed by the Inquilitours fer 
that purpoſe, aud two pulpits ſet in the Cathedrall Church, 
the one for D. Argidio, the other for Aſoto, and all the peo- 
ple were allembleu thither. A/oto began his ſermon, and 
proceeded accordingly, Immediately after the end there- 
of, he drew to:th of his boſome a declaration quite contra- 
ry to that whereupon they were agreed, For in the former 
there was nothing but that which was conſonant to the 
truth and his wn conſcience : in this, no ſuch matter, but 
only a plaio recantation ofallthoſe things whereot he was 
accuſed, and had bin a maigtainer of before by the ſpace of 
2. whole yeares, and lately alſo during the time of his im- 
priſonment. But the pulpits were ſuch a diſtance aſunder, 
that by meanes thereof partly, and partly with the mur- 
mure of the common people, whiles every man gave his 
verdite thereof, there was ſuch a noiſe, that Do. Argidze 
could not well vaderſtand what Aſoto ſaid : but yer for 
the good opinion which he had of hi, gaue him ſuch cre+ 
dit, chat at the end of every article, hen Aſoto craftily asked 
his conſent thereto , willing him to ſpeake aloud that the 
people might hear him, or elſe to ſigniſie fo much by ſome 
countenance or geſture,he did ſo, conſeſſing that he did a- 
gree to all thoſe things which Aſete had read vnto them. 


Whereupon he was preſently condemned to ſuffer impri- 


ſonment for 3.yeares. Morcover,this crafty Monk procu- 

red a prohibition again(t him for ng, reading or 

writing by the {pace of to yeares afrer,enioining him du- 

ring that time, not todepart Spain,W herat moan, gyro" 
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uelled much, heariug that his puniſhment was no greater, 
knowing nothing hereof, nor vnderſtanding after what 
ſort he was circumuented,til the time that he was brought 
to priſon againe: whither divers of his friends reſorting 
to viſit him, began to rebuke him for denying the truth. 
The which things wee never cameto have any notice of, 
but of his owne mouth in the time of his impriſonment. 
During w® time he chanced to hear of the death cf 3. of 
his moſt deadly enemies,Sbarroia,a ſophiſter & one of þ or- 
der of S. Dominike, Pedro Mexia,or e that took vpon him ve« 
ry arrogantly the title of a Philoſopher without any ma- 
ner of good learning · and Pedro Diaziothe Inquilitor that 
plaied the Apoſtata and forſook the truth molt wickedly as 
was before declared, Neither is it to be otherwiſe thought 
then to be the ſecret judgement of God, that 3. of the grea- 
teſt enemies that the truth had, and ſore adverſaries to this 
innocent man, ſhould dye all within one yeare each after 
other, while D. Aegidio was in priſon, and his matters in 
examination, and (as it is reported) that ſome of them 
ſhould depart ſcarce quietly. Howbeit hee lived foure or 
hue yeares after that retractation which was compaſled of 
him by ſuch deceitful meanes,and was neuertheleſſe eſſee- 
med of all that godly congregation,and did as much good 
to other afterwards, as at any other time being at his moſt 
liberty. In the wh time, by reaſon of an embaſſie which he 
was ſent in, he viſited his brethren that ſometime had been 
ſchollers to D. Cacalia at Vallads/it profeſſing the goſpel vn- 
der him, & renouncing all wickednes & impietie. Whom 
after he had comforted and confirmed, in his way home- 
ward as he returned to Swill, being fore ſhaken in that lon 
iourney, by reaſon that he had not been acquainted wit 
trauaile of a great while before, he ſickned, and thereupon 
within a few dayes after departed this troubleſome life, and 
went to euerlaſting reſt, 2229 

He left behind him certaine Commentaries vpon the 


book ot GENESIS, & Saint Pau = 5 Epiſtle to the 
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Coloſſians „ vpon certaine of the Pſalmes and Canti- 
ca Canticerum, written by him in the Spaniſh tongue 
and li ke one plentifully indued with the Holy 
Gholt , the which are reſerued in the cuſtodie of divers 
men oftruſt and credit, as iewells and treaſures to the be- 
hoofe of the Church. The which albeit they were both 
learned and godly , yet other things which hee wrote in 
priſon, doe ſo farre exceedethem for the ſpeciall affeRions 
moued (no doubt) by the ſpirit. of God, and expreſſed 
therein, that a man may eaſily ſeethe force of affliction & 
tribulation , how much it auaileth the godly for deepe 
judgement in matters of diuinitie. But within two or 
three yeares after his death the new Inquiſitors thinkin 
that the other who had the examination of him had dealt 
a great deal more eaſily with him than became Inquiſitors, 
ſeeing that they could not cite his ipirit ro appeare before 
them, which was in quietneſſe and in reſi, therefore they 
determined to ſhew their ſpite towards his carcaſſe & dry 
bones. Whereupon they digged him out of his graue,and 
buried in his place and vnder his name a pupper of ſtraw, 
brought his corps vpon the ſcaffold , and vſed it in ſuch 
ſort as haue done himſelſe that ſitteth in Hea- 
ven with Chriſt on the right hand of his Father, if t 
could haue caught him here in earth. But God that dwel- 
leth on high, laugeth at their follies. 


Doctor Conftantine Fontio,a Canon and Preacher 
in the Cathedral! Church in Sun. 


— good hap of the Church (ſauing that 
it heaped ion vpon it the more) that Conſt an- 
tine ſhould come in place after ſo godly a man as D. Aegidso 
was ; by whoſe meanes wo in very ſhort ſpace mar- 
ue encreaſed & in vertue and ſound religi- 
on. as the worthines of this man 
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diſcourſe of him in this hiſtorie. W herein I feare it great- 
ly, leſt I ſhall not bee able ſufficiently to ſet out the com- 
mendation of that man accordingij as his worthineſſe de · 
ſerueth. For how can I deuiſe to ſound thy pray ſes ſuffici- 
ently, being the moſt famous Divine of any that hath li- 
ued in our dayes , and one whom God of his aboundant 
gracious goodneſſe, did indue fo plentifully with ſo rare 
qualities , as are to bee ſeen together againein one 
man, ſo that well may be wondered at, but neuer va · 
lued to their worth ? ſt is a ſtrange matter, and almoſt in- 
credible, and yet true that I will report of him, for I am a- 
ble to iuſliſie it : that of = thouſands of men that haue 
viewed this mans qualities thorowly,there was neuer any, 
but eyther loued him paſſingly, or elſe hated him ſpitefully. 
Therefore as he was ordained to be both beloued and ha- 
ted with extremitie : ſo had hee many malicious enemies , 
and as many earneſt friends and fauourers. And heerel 
comprehend not vader the name of friends, ſuch as hee 
himſelfe bare good will vnto, more than I account thoſe 
men among the number of his foes to whom hee wiſhed 
euill: but onely ſuch as he knew not, and yetthey with all 
their hearts both loued and honoured him. For thoſe that 
he bare ſpeciall affection vnto (foraſmuch as he knew the 
vnconſtancie of this world) were cnely one or two in all 
his lifetime. Notwithſtanding, ſuch as he thought worthy 
to be beloued in reſpect of their vertue, he would pleaſure 
any way that poſſibly he could. His youth, in compariſon 
of other young men that be ſtudious, perhaps he beſtowed 
not ſo prayſably : yet ſo , as it was no hindrance to him 
in his ageafterwards, but that he paſſed it with com- 
— — — — m - wit, 

in matters port pleaſa otherwiſc 
very faire conditioned) 1— by credit and eſti- 
mation ſomewhat after he was grown in yeares, by vſi 
himſelfe ouermuch to leſting. Howbeit,that was only wit 
his aduerſaries , who notwithſtanding would as greatly 
aue - 
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haue diſliked him on the other ſide, if hee had been as ſage 
and graue as either Cærius or Cato. And indeed there are 
a great ſort of his ſayings in many mens mouthes, which 
— well weighed and conſidered, are more worthy to be 
called wiſe Apothegmes, than pleaſant ſpeeches: but they 
are ſuch as cannot aptly bee expreſſed, and retaine their 
grace in any other language. Neither did he ſo commonly 
vſe to ieſl at any, or ſo finely, as at thoſe hypocrites the 
Monks and Prieſts that had a certaine pride in themſelues, 
of a fooliſh phatiſaicall opinion of holineſle, being but in 
meere toyes and trifles. But molt of all he vſed to gitd the 
fooliſh Preachers, x hereof there was neuer any age lo full, 
whom the holy Scriptures account to be the vile(t ſort of 
people that are,comparing them to ſalt that hath loſt his ſa- 
uor, & wil ſerve to no vie. Neither can any man ſufficiently 
maruell at his paſſing wit, that being in a barbarous age, 
when all learning was almoſt loft, and forgotten a- 
mong men, in this vniuerſall time of ignorance, hee did 
either only attaine to grounded knowledge, or had very 
few fellowes. And in the to to wit, the Latin,Greek, 
and Hebrew, became ſo notable without any teacher, that 
he alone had been ſufficiently able to reſtore them vnto 
vs of himſelfe. As for all other kinde of learning that ſer- 
ued to the furniſbing of a perſect eratour, he a tained not 
onely a ſuperficiall (ohe therein, but a perfect and abſolute 
knowledge. With theſe helpes he fell to the ſtudy of holy 
Scriptures, wherein he became ſo well learned even in his 
youth, that whenſocuer he was occaſioned to ſhew his o- 
pinion concerning any matters, or the ſignification of any 
termes therein, he leſt nothing vntouched that any might 
doubt of, except ſuch as were blind — wy rr 
ſee nothing. Moreouer, he was ſo eloquent in his oe 
tongue, that all his auditors were brought into a great ad- 
— — — thus — with — good 
gifts,hefell to preaching, and without compariſon paſſed 
all them of this age or of the age before him. —_— 
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ood qualities, hee had a ons good diſcretion and 
fad tin all his — t , which he — — 
vnto, partly by great ſludy, partly by long practice an 

— but ſpecially by great — and nd 


knowledge in holy Scriptures, wherein he plainly ſaw, as 


it had beenefromthetop of a high Tower, whatſoever all 
the world did. At ſuch times as he preached (which com- 
monly was about eight of the clock) there was fo great 


reſort to his Sermon, that after foure of the clacke in the 


morning, and many times from three, it was hard to get a 
good place in all the Church where a man mightconvent- 
ently heare him. Notwithſtanding allthis fauour and at- 


fection which all the people bare vnto him (except the ma- 


licious )belides his meat and drinke tor his rea- 
ſonable his Library hic h was but meanly 
furniſhed, he gathered together no other great ſubſtance: 
for he was a man farre from thoſe two plagues that haue 
alwaics infected the Church of Chriſt, couetouſneile and 
ambition. In ſo much that being offered a good Canon - 
ſhip in the Church of Toledo, which many a man of his or- 
der would think himſelſe in happy caſe if he might attaine 
vnto, he was ſo farre from the greedy deſire thereof, that 


he contemned it, rather not carin ir Mr after his ac- 
— — — 


ter the death ofthe Biſhop of Yiica, chat was preacher in 
the Cathedral Church, the whole Chapiter with one con- 
ſent offered him that place which they commonly call the 
Oppoſitzon,and ſent for him thither very honourably. But he 
made them anſwer witho.t any great deliberation, that 
he had great cauſe to yeeld them many thankes for their 
pood opinions conceaved of him, in that they thought 
im w of ſo a dignitie, ſaying that hee would 
doe the beſt he to requite their curteſies, Howbeit 
foraſmuch as his fathers and his grandfathers bones buried 
—— agoe, were now in reſt and quiet, he would in 
doe any —_— that they were — 
mig 
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he be interrupted. And this (I ſuppoſe) was the ſumme 
—— and the very words which hee ſpake. For a- 
bout that time there grew hot quarrells betwixt the Arch- 
biſbop ſurnamed Silica a man ef famous memorie for- 
ſooth, and the chapiter of the ſame Church The Archbi» 
ſhop was hated of the chief men of the _— becauſe he 
had & in opprobrious maner reported them to be 
deſceade of the 4 wr the lewet:and they on the other 
fide being men in good eſtate, and not able to beare 
theſe to be even with this fooliſh Bi- 
ſhop that came from cart & plough, nd by good hap (as a 
man may ſay) without all reſpect of learaing or honeſty, 
was to the higheſt dignity in all Spain next vnder 
the King: and becaule he was a troubler of common quiet, 
they purpoſed to work him all the ſpight that might be: by 
meanes wherof none were had been buried by 
the ſpace of a 100 yeares, but that this Archbiſhop 
vnder pretence of religion made inquiry of the Canons fa- 
thers,grandfathers and great grandtathers,driuing them to 
derive their pedigree out of their graues The which foo- 
liſh & vngodly controuerfies Con amm took oecaſion to 
for,at ſuch time as he was ſent for to ſupply that 
place. In like long beforehe refuſed a Ca ipin 
the Church both rich to the purſe & worfhipful 
beſides tor eſtimation, ſituate in his own native foil. More- 
ouer , being the firſt man that brought the knowledge of 
true religion into Simi ho did ſo plainly ſet it forth and ſo 
ſincerely, ſo ſharply rebuked thoſe pedlers that ſold all their 
packs of pardons and other fancies for pence, laying ſuch 
things ſo ſoreto their charge, that notwithſtanding they 
— — — — al v7 phi 2 
| yet Huld they not hade an 
iuſt cauſe to accuie hi bf but to their * ſhame, — 
yet ceaſed they not to hate him deadly. Ho beit he took 
away their ſtings ſo cleane, that they could neuer come 
conueniently to poiſon him : neither did hee — 
a | , that 
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that to ſet forth the truth. Eg h ee knew 
they lay in wait for him priuily. And ſurely it was the ſin · 
gular prouidence of God which ſo bleiſed that Citie, that 
there ſhould be in that Church at once three ſuch notable 
men and ſo excelleutly learned, Con antino, Aeg idio & Var 
quo, which before times were Students together in Diui- 
nitie, and now furtherers of vertue and good religion 
with one conſent , and with like zeale. For Yarquio did 
read vpon the Goſpell after Matthew , in the Cathedrall 
Church, and that being done, did afterwards take in hagd 
to expound the Plalter, Aegidie preached dayly : 
us not ſo often as o but to as great fruit and edifying, 
continuing all t each man in hisroome , till after* 
wards that God (ent ſtormie tempeſtes, to the end vp 


—— ing, that Vi in the middeſt of 
while — adurefirieteredic i 


burly 

together, died: Conſtantoro was ſent for by the Em 

and hisſonne and forced to forſake Siwril, So that 
Doct. Aegidio was left alone like a lambe among a fort of 
wolues to miniſter matter for a tragedy:the which is alrea- 
dy declared in this hiſtorie. After whoſe death Conſtantine 
left the Emperours Court, where hee had gotten borh 
wiſedome and returned to Si againe to ſet 


— — that had beene (topped 


fora while. The which thing he did with as muc heal as 
euer he did before time:'{o that both he himſelte was ve- 
ty well eſteemed, and his ſermons liked of allthe people 


_ exceedingly. It was allo his chance, by reaſon of a certaine 
order taken by the whole Chapiter, to bee appointed the 


next lent after his comming to preach euery other dey in 


the — — when ” 99 take 
ypon him becauſe of his knes, being ſcarcely weil te- 
couered, he was ed to do it not withiland - 


ing that he was ſo weak a creature that he was ſlom time care 
thither, & for ſaintnes once or twiſein a ſermon com- 


pelled to drink adraught of wine to refreſh himſelf withal, 


B b and 
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and to make him able to hold out til the end of his howre, 
The which(doubtle(ſc)was a very ſtrange light to behold: 
and yet ſuch fauour every man bare towards him, that hee 
was diſpenſed withall to vie that libertie. Aftcrwards be- 
ing reſtored to his health, he deviſed a ready way to ſet for- 
Ward his purpoſe , and ſuch as none had troden 19. before 
him, For by his meanes one Seignior Scobario a famous 
man in Suu, both in life and learning, to whom the Se- 
nate of the Citie by common conſent had committed the 
eand ht of the Colledge of children ( com- 

monty called the houſe of learning) conferring with Ces. 
ſtantino about the matter, the revenuethat ſome 
drunken chaplen would haue deuourly drunk for his ſoule, 
into a yearely ſlipend, towards the maintenance of a Di- 
uinitie- lecture in the — e, whereof this Can- 
flantino was choſen reader, w happily tooke in 
hand and effeRually that profitable exerciſe : be- 
firſt with Salomons Proverbs , the booke of the 
— „and Cn Cantic —— hee had 
into lob, and 

— than halfe. All which workes are ex · 
tant at this day in written hand, gathered very painefully 
by one of his auditors named . Wherein it ſhall ap- 
hereafter,as | can haue leaſure to publiſh them, how 
hee hath exceeded all that haue written vpon theſe 
books hi therto, and how excellently wel learned he was. 
But ſome euill ſpirit enuying the good ſucceile of that Ci- 
tie, vnder the pretence of feruent zeale, cauſed him to for- 
fake that courie wherein hee ranne before, and after ward 


incombered him ſo that he was neuer cleare 
quit of all till his d About what time welneare, 
t that the Canenſhip (which wa ſirſt foun- 


ded for a Preacher ){ell void in the Church of rea; 
ſon of — — his death. Whereunto the whole 
Chapiter willingly haue choſen Ceaſaue, x3 one 
whom they thought of deſert worthy the place, — 
| +. not 
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notable gifts that both they and all the whole Citle faw in 
him ofa long time while he continued Preacher there, but 
therie would noallundwith the rules of their Houſe to 
admit him therunto without oppoſitions. For pon their 
laſt error in chuling Doct. Agidio, immediately aſter, they 
entered an order, that none thenceforth be admit- 
ted to enioy that place without their accuſſomed kinde of 
oppolitions viuallin all Churches, Whereas Conſtantine 
on the other ſide had alwaies ſcorned and derided thoſe ce- 
— to —— vnlike the contentions of 
iugglers & min beſtgames. Moreouer, one Val. 
&fs Biſhop of Siuu & a — — priuy 
grudge from the firſt — that he preac — — 
peror, & grew into uour, was very in hand 
with the . ng them with their own decree, 
after he that they were about to vndo it again. 
Wherupon there was a day appointed fur the oppoſit ion, 
and publiſhed in the moſt famous Cities in Spaine, ſo that 
divers came flocking, as it had bin a ſort of crowes about 
a carrion, Bur the wiſer ſort kept themſelues away from 
encountring with him, for the greatfauour and 
on that hee was in, ſo that there were but onely two that 
aboad the brunt: the one called Ano a Canon of A. 
la, the other a Canon of Malaga, — — to get 
ſome great bootie thereby. Howbeirt vpon better 
aduiſement returned home againe ſhortly after to Arala: 


the other Canon of the Archbi 
——— 
miſh. At the length, Calau being ouercome through 


the = entreatie and perſwaſion of the Cha 

but eſpecially moned by the importunate ſute of a 

of hie, to whom 1 wiſh he had not yeelded ſo much inthis 

(for then perhaps he had been aliue atchis time) reſolued 

himſelfe to ſtand for the Canonſhip,and to diſpute after 

the accuſlorned order: by meanes whereof fulfilling that 

. to ſhake his cares , _ 
3 . 
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the Chapiter againſt the Biſhop. There was alſo 
nt the ſame time a little zeale which blinded Conftantine , 
leſt perhaps ſome prater ſhould haue flept in place, that 
would alwaies be barking againſt good & godly doctrine: 
whereas by his accepting ot the ſame place there was a cer- 
tain likelyhood an the doctrine therby ſhould 
haue the more free In reſpect whereof, hee was 
the more willing, rather then for any greedy or couetous 
delire of attaining any wealth thereby, the which vice hee 
alwayes contemned with a manly courage, Whereupon, 
his aduerſarie that ſtood againſt him perceiving himſelfe 
vnable to weigh with him, either for learning counte- 
nance, or fauour which hee found at the Chapiters hand, 
bent himſelf wholly to take exceptions to his perſon, & to 
dilable him that way. Firſt he began to obiect againſt him 
all his youthly royes, namely mariage,the e was before 
he entred into orders, charging him that neither hee was 
rightly —.— came by his degree of Doctorſhip or- 
derly. On the other ſide, a maruellous rabble of the hy 
crites that had been of his old acquaintance began to — 


afreſh , ſeeing him ſo highly preferred , inſomuch 
— fell to reuiue A e concerning divers 
— he igion, vrging them more earneſtly than they 
done e time, — the court cf þ Inquilrion, 
wherein Yaldefie his aduerſary ſat as ludge. Notwithſtand- 
ing in themiddelt of theſe broiles,Conſtantmo reſting vpon 
the good wils of the Chapiter, was inſtalled, and whiles 
the were at the hotteſt, there was much buſi- 
neſſe in that Church by meanes of certaine books of alis 
»s peru, whereof I made mention before. In the which 
ſtormes what place was there wherein Conflartmo might 
_ ſhroud his head ? And yet being brought before the In- 
-quilitours , albeit hee had thorowly diſpleaſed all his 
aduerſaries in the former braules before, yet notwithſtand- 
ing he auoided all their quarrels picked againſt him by his 
and ready anſwers ( after his accuſtomed maner 3 

ſo 
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ſo eaſily, that they could in no caſe get him to make any 
open proteltation of his faith, by the which their hope 
was to compaſſe and circumvent him. And in very desde 
he had eſcaped at thelengih, but that God of his wonder- 
full providence compelled him ſore againſi his will, brief- 
2 plainely to confeſſe his truth. For nigh about the 
time there was a very honeſt and a ſubſtantiall wi- 
dow, named /ſabella Martinas, apprehended , in whoſe 
hauſe Conſtantine had hidde certaine ſpeciall bookes for 
feare of — ln quiſitours, which hee — — 
| in ine without preſent 3 
— Sore according to the cullome of the 
— „her ſonne, one Faciſce Bertram,; had con- 
hed divers Cheſts of the belt ſluffe that his mother 
, becauſe hee would ſave ſomewhat, ſo that theſe gree- 


die gulles ſnould not deuoure all. The which thing com- 


ming to the lnquiſu ours cares, by meanes of his vntruſtie 
ſeruant who diſcloſed it, was the occalion that they ſent 
immediately one Lade Sotellio their Algnazill to de- 
mand non CO bye reſorted _ him accor- 
ingly ; as to is meſlage fo „Beam 
ee ng — his 
comming had been for Conſtantine's bookes, tooke the 
tale out of his mouthand ſaid vnto him i Sg Ladowico, 
] — jou _ and therefore if yon will 
promile mee on your y quietly rofepart! vpon the 
receitetherof, | willſhew you chem. The mea- 
ning the Cheſtes (as for the bookes hee neither came for 
them, nor knew of any ſuch before) promiſed him ſo to 
doe, Wherupon Bertreme carried him forthwith into a ſe- 
cret place fat within the houſe, and plucking forth a ſtone 
or two in the wall, ſhewed him Conflanmo'r ie wells of 
paper jodeede, but farre more precious than gold or 
alle. Whereat the Alguazi/ being ſomew hat aſtonied, to 

d that which he looked not for, told him that he came to 
demand no ſuch maner vf thing , but certaine * 
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his mothers goods, which he had from the Se- 
eſter, As for his promiſe made vnto him for his quiet 
he ſaid hee was not bound thereby otherwiſe, 
but that he mull needs both him & his books to the 
Inquilitours. Thus by meanes came all Conſtantine's 
writings out of cornersto light, and to the Inquilitours 
hands, — — to his owne expectation and his 
aduerſaries, vhia would haue giuen a great peece of mo- 
ney to haue come by them before. And among other of 
his writiags there was one great volume found written 
throughout with his one hand, here in (as the Inquiſi- 
tours themſelues reported in their ſentence which they 
vpon him afterwards ſtanding vpon the ſcaffold) hee 
id openly and plainly in maner, as it were for his owne 
ſatisfa tion, handle theſe ſpeciall points: that is to (ay, the 
fate of the Churchyt he true Church & the Popes Church, 
. whom he called very Antichriſt : the Sacrament of the 
Lords ſupper: the invention of the Malle , wherein hee 
ſaid that the whole world was deceiued & abuſed through 
i of the holy Scriptures : the iaſtification of a 
man: wb he termed the wolus head, 
ſaying that it was a device of the Monk to feed their own 
bellies: alſo Bulles & Popiſh pardons, mens merits,ſhrifr, 
and otherarticles of Chriſtian religion. The which book 
ſo ſoone c it came to the [nquilitors hands, they deman- 
ded of him if he knew his owne hand: howbeir he ſhifted 
them off from their purpoſe a good while,and droue them 
off from day to day il at the laſt vnderſtandlng the will of 
God, who had now taken away all eualions from him, he 
— —— cher ol thingy three 
owne Ing openly, all chi 
werefull of truth & itie. Therefore (faid 
— no further paines in ſeeking witneſſes to teſti · 
ſeſſion of my 


mee, ſince you haue ſo plaine and a con- 

opinion and belieſe, but doe with mee 
15 
wer, 
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ſwer hee remained in priſon by the ſpace of two whole 
yeare*: where partly by occalion of his corrupt & naugh- 
tie diet, though he were not a man greatly curious or dain- 
tie therein before time, but chiefly, of very ſorrow conſu · 
ming him to ſee ſo much labour, both of his owne and o- 
thers his fellgwes, ſpent in vaine vpon that good Church, 
which now was ſo miſerably ſacked, he fell firlt to bealit- 
tle craſed,and afterwards being not able to abide theexcee- 
ding heate of the Sunne, which made his priſon like a hot- 
houſe vnto him, was faine to ſtrip himſelfe into his bare 
ſhirt,& ſo to continue both day & night. By occaſiò wher- 
{ of he fell ſick pf the bloody flixe,and within 15, daies after 
dyed, amids the filth & foile of the priſon,rendring vp his 
ſweet ſoule to Chriſt, for the promoting of whoſe glorie 
he had oftentimes before aduentured it moſt manfully. And 
in this time of his ſicknes, as well as at the howre of his 
death,there was with him a certaine young man, 2 
Monk of Saint! cloiſter, vertuous and well diſpoſed, 
who alſo was priſoner there for religion at the ſame time, 
and put inthe ſamepriſon with him to keepe him compa- 
ny. This Monkes name was Ferdinands. Perhaps in the 
eyes of fooliſh — this Conftantine ſeemed to dye, 
but in verydeed he in peace. As forthe cruell tor- 
tures , which other haue accuſtomably beene tormented 
withall, the truth is, he neuer taſted any, not for any re- 
ard that theſe cruell Termagants had of ſuch a man as 
was ( whoſe diſpleaſure hee had earneſtly procured a- 
gainſt him by his ſharpe and quicke anſwers while hee 
was priſoner ) but eyther, for that they determined to de- | 

his puniſhment , meaning to detaine him, in priſon | 
« ger ſpace, to the intent to diſcourage him, and to 1 
keepe that fauoured his doctrine anie way , or 
were entred in that religion, in continuall awe: or elle, 
becauſe they thought not that hee ſhould haue been ta- 
- ken forth of their hands ſo ſuddenly. Whereupon, 
the Wer rr to the ſame end 

| 0 


and 


—_—_— 


94 A diſcexery of the 
and purpoſe, to daunt ſuch as had been his ſchollers, that 
they might come —— the Court, and accuſe 
themſelues before they were ſent for, vpon hope of the In. 
quilitours mercy : cauſing it to bee noiſed, that he in his 
life being vpon the rack, had confeſſed vnto them'of divers 
that were his auditours & ſchollers. To thewhich end and 

diuers of the next priſon adioining to his, were 

to affirme that they heard the cries and ſhrikes 

which he made at the time of his tormenting. Therefore 
now after his death, ſeeing him to bee taken out of their 
hands by Gods good meanes, ſo that now they had him 
no more alive among them to extend their crueltie ypon, 
they determined not withſtanding to worke him ſuch 
poore ſpight as they could, in derogating from the good 
eſtimation and report which he had of all men, ſpreading 
falſe and ſlanderous tales vpon him, that hee ſhould ſtrike 
himiſelſe in a veine with a peece of a broken glaſle, o avoid 
both ſhame and paine. There were alſo {ung openly in 
the (ireetes ouer all the Citie divers filthie and llanderous 
dities ſung by boyes in his diſpraiſe : but whether they 
were publiſhed by procurement of the Inquiltours , or 
ſome of their Paralites, or of meer malice deviled and ſet 
out by the fooliſh and variable people, God knoweth, but 
The other is the more likely, Alſo againſt theday of their 
folemne Triumph, his corps was taken out of the graue. & 
in place t A puppet of ſtraw put, and afterwards ſet 
vp in a — 5 ſo artibcially, reſting the one hand vpon the 
pulpit, and holding the other vpright, that it reſembled 
Conſtantino very liuely, in ſuch ſort as he was wont to preach. 
And no doubt but that dumbe [mage did preach as effectu · 
ally in many mens hearts at that inſtant as euer he himſelf 
had done being aliue, in deriſiõ of whom this puppit was 
made, Then, at what time that ſentence was to be giuen 
vpon him (to the hearing whereof, diuers came from pla · 
ces farre diſtant from Sil) the Inquiſitours commanded 
tharit ſhould ilot be pronounced out of the pulpit where 
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otheriud ts were accuſtomably read , but cauſed the 
Image to be brought into their holy Court, and there to 
haue ſentence publiſhed : which place was ſo high, that the 
the people could not well vnderſtand what was read. 
Whereupon Calderenio the temporall Tudge thinking it 
not conuenient, and that ſome other ſubtiltie was meant 
thereby, moued the Inquilitours in open audience, that 
iudgement might bee given in the accuſtomed place, or 
elſe read in ſuch fort that the people might vnderſtand vp- 
on what ogcaſions they had condemnedhim. Whereunto 
when the luquiſitors gaue no great eare, but proceeded as 
before, there began ro be a great tumult among the people. 
foraſmuch as they could not well brook that iniurie, nor 
indeede would haue put it vp as it ſeemed, but that = 
ſaw Calderenio ſomewhat more quicke with the Inqui 
tours, and to tell them their duties once againe: ſo that 

commanded the Image to be carried into the accuſto- 
med place, and ſentence to be pronounced aloud, to ſati . 
ke the people withall. The reading whereof, occupied a- 
bout an howre and an halte: and the chiefe matter contai- 
ned therein, was that which I haue receited before out of 
Conſtantmo';booke, Marry, the Inquilitours added more- 
ouer, tha: of purpuſe and vpon good conſideration t 
had omitted many things that were ſo horrible, ſo wick 
and fo ſtrange, that it was fore againſt God commande- 
ment to vtter them in common audience, There bee di- 
uers of this mans works extant that haue paſſed the print. 
Firſt a briefe ſumme of Chriſtian religion. Alſo one other 
diſcourſe in the fame argument more at large, but ſome- 
what imperfect, or rather ſcarcely halfe finiſhed: for he pur- 
poſed to haue comprehended the whole bodie of Chrilti- 
an religion, in two tomes, Inthe former hee treated of 
faith: In the other hee thoughtto have handled the Sacra- 
ments, and to haue ſpoken of workes, and generally of 
the duetie of a Chriſtian man, As for the former part, it 
was already publiſhed ſome yeares agone: w hee 
Cc 2 procured 
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procured to himſelfe ſomediſpleaſureand ſuſpicion of he- 
reſie among the common ſort of learned men, foraſmuch 
as entreating of faith he did not plainly inueigh againſt 
the Lutherans,nor attributed any preeminenceto the Biſh. 
of Rome, but had written rather in derogation of pardons, 
of purgatory, of mens merits, and ſuch other like trifles , 
then in aduancement thereof: vpon the which ſuſpicions 
being examined, he would anſwer them, that ſuch matters 
azthey wanted in his workes were more pertinent to his 
ſecond tome, wherein he purpoſed to diſcourſe of them 
ſornewhatlargely.Howbeit this other volume neuer came 
to light, except perhaps it were that which was hidden in 
the widows houſe, and came to the Inquilitors hands, the 
ſpeciallpoints whereof they publiſhed , as | have before 
M oreauer, he ſet forth a Catechiſme, xhich per- 
haps in other places elſewhere of more freedome and li- 
bertie was not ly accounted of, but yet in theſe pla- 
ces of darkneſſe and ignorance, and vnder ſuch tyranny, 
it gave much light to many, There be alſo extant ſixe ſer- 
mont of this mans, web he made vpon (ix of the firſt 
verſes ofthe heſt Plalme, Wherein the learned may ſee,as 
well the profound learning that was in him, as alſo his fin- 
lar art for conueiance. But of all his workes , which 
urely were as learnedly written and as godly as anie that 
euer were read in Spaine, the confeſſion of a ſinner, not 
(ng two or three ſheeres long, exceeded all the reſt 
h for the zeale, learning, and eloquence vttered therin, 
moſt lively expreſſing the affections of a Chriſtian man, 
incident to ſuch an argument. Firſt he bringethin a man 
before the iudgement ſeat of God, making him to (ee, and 
lively to lament his owne filrhinetle and abomination , to 
caſt off all whatſocuer theſe phariſees flattering themlelues 
with their owne righteou were wont to couer our 
nakedneſſe withall, being eyther deuiſed or eſtablhiſhed 
by man, and therein hee peruſeth all the ten Commande- 


ments orderly,contelling him guiltie Wee 
. an 
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and therewithall maketh ſo plaine and abſolute an expo- 
ſition of the whole law, in that hort ſummarie , that in 
ſuch a breuiat (be it ſpoken without offence to any) I haue 
not hitherto ſeene any ſo lightſome. In theend heeclo- 
theth them with the wedding garment of Chrilts righte- 
ouſneſſe by faith, wherewith alonely he encourageth and 
emboldneth man before the face of God, as much as hee 
diſcomforted him before when as he brought him to the 
perfect know of himſelfe,& the conſideration of his 
owne caſe and Finally, there is no one iot that con- 
cerneth chriſtian religion, but he hath touched it, referring 
it to ſome purpoſe in that briefe table: nor any affection 
that can be in a man, from the very Hrſt leĩter of the law til 
the laſt end of the Goſpel, and the fruition of the heauen- 
ly habitation, but he hath moſt liuely expreſſed it. Neither 
had he been euer able to deuſſe ſach a peece of worłe, not- 
withſtanding his paſſing gifts of nature and helps of art, 
except he had firlt learngd them by often experience in 
himſelf All the which books of his writing , worthie (no 
doubt) to be reſeruedfor euer, albeit t | 
a little before vnawares allowed, yet at this time they con- 
demned them: not ſor any thing found in them worthy 
of condemnation (as they themſeluet teſtified in their ſen- 
tence vpon him) but becauſethere ſhould be nothing ex- 
tant thar might remaine as a monument or a memoriall 
ſounding any wayes to the commendation of him whom 
they had holden accurſed. Laſtly, they ſhewed their poore 
ſpight vpon that gobd mans dry bones, which they digged 
outof — earth, & vpon that counterfait Image made to 
his li kencs. Howbeit hee himſelfe being —_ aboue the 
clouds, & taken out of their chains, & deliuered from their 
vn iuſt iudgement(beſide: the loſs of theſe notable & wor- 
thy monuments mentioned before ) hath cauſed a great 


number of his familiar friends and acquaintance comfort- 
Cc} letle 
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leſſe to ſit. lamenting and bewayling the miſſe of ſuch 2 
man, O deteſtable tyranny that zeſt a thouſand cur- 
thou canſt not reſtore them againe , what a- 
mende wilt thou bee able to make to the world for the 


death of ſo many godly men as thou haſt moſt ſhamefully 


ſlaine and murdered ? 


FINIS. 


